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(57) ABSTRACT

The mouse includes a circuit board having a position detect-
ing unit for detecting the movement of the mouse, a switch
for operating the mouse, and a wireless communication unit
for wirelessly transmitting the data related to the movement
detected at the position detecting unit and the data related to
the operation of the switch to the outside. The circuit board
and a power source are mounted on a bottom part. The
bottom part is covered with a housing. Electronic devices
including the circuit board, the power source, and other
devices are accommodated in the internal space formed by
the bottom part and the housing that have resistance to and
strength against the change in pressure and temperature. The
entire areas of the outer surfaces of the bottom part and the
housing are covered with a resin cover having elasticity, heat
resistance, and waterproofness. The cover seals the internal
space formed by the bottom part and the housing. The
electronic devices are enclosed with a heat insulating sheet.
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FIG. 6
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1
STERILIZABLE OPTICAL MOUSE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2016-85801 filed on Apr. 22, 2016,
the content of which is hereby incorporated by reference into
this application.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a mouse as an input
device for a computer.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are various kinds of mouse devices used as input
devices for computers. Among those, optical mouse devices
are widely used due to their intuitive usability for users. An
optical mouse emits light from its bottom, senses the light
reflected back from an object such as a desk with a built-in
optical sensor, and sends the sensed data to a computer. The
optical mouse also detects a click operation performed on a
click button on the upper front surface or a side surface of
the mouse, and sends the detected data to the computer.
Through these operations, the user can move a pointer and
select a menu on a display screen of the computer, for
example.

Computers are now used in various places. With the use
of computers expanding, mouse as input device for those
computers are required to have properties suited for their
usage conditions. For example, there are needs for mouse
that can be used in wet places using water like on board a
ship, in kitchens, or in bathrooms and the like. A mouse
accommodates a light-emitting device such as an LED, an
optical sensor such as an image sensor and an optical
coupler, a signal processing IC, a resistive element, and
other electronic circuits. These electronic components are
susceptive to humidity. If some moisture enters a mouse, the
electronic circuits may be damaged, resulting in the failure
of the mouse.

There are needs for mouse devices that can be used in
clean places requiring hygiene like in operating rooms or in
workplaces for processing meat or fish, for operating per-
sonal computers. In recent years, in cardiac catheter opera-
tions, mouse has been used for handling CT data in a similar
way to handling CADCAM data in the industrial field. In the
dental field, which has also adopted CT scanning, mouse has
increasingly been used during dental treatments for manipu-
lating computers in order to visually check the CT image
data of target sites on computer screens by switching
screens, moving view points on the image data, enlarging the
image data while proceeding the treatments. When a mouse
is used in treatment room or operating room, the mouse
should be sterilized for infection control. For example, it is
effective to perform autoclave sterilization (high-pressure
steam sterilization) at a pressure in the range of 2 to 2.2 atm,
at a temperature in the range of 121 to 135° C., and for
approximately 20 minutes. The possibility of damaging
mouse substantially, however, makes it difficult to perform
such sterilization on mouse.

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 9-319515
(Patent Literature 1) discloses an invention related to a
mouse. Patent Literature 1 describes a mouse for a computer
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including an upper mouse casing made of an antibacterial
synthetic resin that is touched by a user operating a button
by hand.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Although the mouse of Patent Literature 1 includes the
upper mouse casing made of an antibacterial synthetic resin
that is touched by a user operating a button by hand, the
mouse does not include any special sealing means between
the upper mouse casing and the button. Therefore, if the
mouse is used under a wet condition, some moisture may
enter the mouse through the gap between the upper mouse
casing and the button, and damage the electronic circuits in
the mouse, resulting in the failure of the mouse. Accord-
ingly, the mouse can only be used under limited conditions.
In addition, a cover of the mouse of Patent Literature 1
consists of a single layer and the material of the cover does
not have enough heat resistance and pressure resistance. The
mouse is thus hardly resistant to the change in the external
pressure and temperature. The mouse can only be used under
limited conditions in this regard, too.

The object of the present invention is to provide a mouse
that can be used in an expanded range of the usage condi-
tions.

According to one embodiment of the present invention,
the mouse includes a circuit board having a detection circuit
for detecting movement, at least one switch, and a trans-
mission circuit for wirelessly transmitting the data related to
the movement detected at the detection circuit and the data
related to the operation of the switch to the outside. The
circuit board and a power source are mounted on a bottom
part made of hard resin. The bottom part is covered with a
housing made of hard resin. The housing and the bottom part
constitute a shell. The housing and the bottom part are strong
enough to endure the change in the external pressure and
temperature. The housing and the bottom part accommodate
the circuit board and the power source.

The outer surface of the shell (or the housing) may be
covered with a cover. In this case, an adhesive, an adhesive
sheet, or a heat insulating sheet may be interposed between
the shell (or the housing) and the cover. The adhesive, the
adhesive sheet, or the heat insulating sheet may be made of
special materials for achieving required bonding strength,
heat insulating properties, pressure resistance, and heat
blocking properties.

According to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the mouse includes at least one button made of hard
resin disposed through the upper part of the shell (or the
housing) in a sealed state for operating the switch, or a
portion of the shell (or the housing) that can be pressed to be
deformed unevenly for turning on and off the inside switch
so as to minimize the loss of the heat insulating effect.

According to yet another embodiment, the mouse
includes a waterproof switch disposed on the surface of the
shell (or the housing) instead of the button disposed through
the shell (or the housing) for operating the switch. This
waterproof switch does not slide on the shell (or the housing)
and can be pressed to be operated. The entire area of the
outer surfaces of the shell (the bottom part and the housing)
and the button is covered with a cover made of an elastic,
heat-resistant, and waterproof material such as rubber, sili-
cone rubber, and resin. The internal space formed by the
shell (the bottom part and the housing) and the button is
thereby sealed.

Examples of the fine particles (heat insulating particles) to
be mixed with the resin to enhance the heat insulating
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properties include ceramic vacuum beads, hollow silicone
beads, hollow glass beads, hollow resin particles, and hol-
low silica nanoparticles.

A pressure control valve mechanism may be disposed in
the shell (the bottom part or the housing) for controlling the
pressure in the mouse.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exterior of a mouse
according to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line A-A of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the
mouse of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a mouse according to
a second embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of another example of the
mouse according to the second embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a mouse according to
a third embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of another example of the
mouse according to the third embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an exterior of a mouse
according to a fourth embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line B-B of
FIG. 8,

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a mouse according to a
fifth embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line C-C
of FIG. 10; and

FIG. 12 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a water-
proof switch disposed on the surface of the mouse with a
touch piece pressed down taken along a line D-D of FIG. 10.

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a mouse according to the present embodi-
ment will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. In the following description, components having
substantially the same function and configuration are
denoted by the same reference characters, and the descrip-
tion thereof is repeated only when necessary.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the exterior of a mouse 10
according to the first embodiment of the invention. FIG. 2 is
a cross-sectional view of the mouse 10 taken along a line
A-A of FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the
structure of the mouse 10 of FIG. 1. The mouse 10 functions
as a man-machine interface for allowing a user to input
instructions related to moving a cursor or selecting a menu
on a display screen, for example, to a computer.

The mouse 10 includes a shell 12. The shell 12 includes
a plurality of members. In this embodiment, the shell 12
includes a bottom part 14, a housing 13, and click buttons 15
and 16. The shell 12 may consist only of the housing 13 and
the bottom part 14. The shell 12 may have a single structure
or may have a composite structure consisting of two or more
parts other than the structure consisting of the housing 13
and the bottom part 14 in this embodiment. The composite
structure may be divided into two or more parts along a line
or lines higher than the middle line of the shell 12 in the
height direction, along a line or lines in the length direction
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or the width direction of the mouse 10, or along any other
line or lines other than the line dividing the shell 12 into the
housing 13 and the bottom part 14 in this embodiment.

The bottom part 14 is a generally elliptic disk made of
hard resin. The bottom part 14 holds a circuit board 19 and
a power source 40 on its upper surface. The circuit board 19
includes a detection circuit for detecting movement, at least
one switch, a transmission circuit for wirelessly transmitting
the data related to the movement detected at the detection
circuit and the data related to the operation of the switch to
the outside, as described in detail later.

The housing 13 is a generally elliptic dome made of hard
resin. The housing 13 covers the bottom part 14 to accom-
modate the circuit board 19 and the power source 40. The
housing 13 includes at least one mechanism for operating a
switch in its upper part. In this embodiment, at two sites, the
housing 13 includes two click buttons 15 and 16 in a sealed
state for operating left and right switches 31 and 33, respec-
tively, (described later in detail) or portions that can be
pressed to be deformed unevenly for turning on and off the
inside switches 31 and 33 so as to minimize the loss of the
heat insulating effect. The inside of the click buttons 15 and
16 are connected to prism-shaped click rods 17 and 18. The
click rods 17 and 18 are penetrating the housing 13 at two
sites in a sealed state and extending toward the bottom part
14. The tips of the click rods 17 and 18 are respectively
matched or aligned to the left and right switches 31 and 33
on the circuit board 19. When the click button 15 is pressed
down, for example, the switch 31 is also pressed via the click
rod 17. As described later, the entire areas of the outer
surfaces of the bottom part 14, the housing 13, and the click
buttons 15 and 16 are covered with an elastic, heat-resistant,
and waterproof cover 11 made of a material such as rubber,
silicone rubber, and resin, which provides the mouse with
waterproofhess, heat resistance, and shock resistance.

The housing 13 and the bottom part 14 constituting the
shell 12 are made of materials containing bar-like glass
fibers having a higher heat resistance and a higher strength
than a resin for the housing 13 or materials containing solid
contents having a shape facilitating undercut. The glass
fibers may previously be subjected to silane coupling for
enhancing the adhesion to the main material for the housing
13. The housing 13 is then subjected to laser beams, elec-
tromagnetic waves, light, flame, radiant heat, or conductive
heat to melt and remove the entire area of the outer surface
of'the housing 13 or a part of the outer surface of the housing
13. This exposes some of the glass fibers contained in the
housing 13. The randomly exposed glass fibers can exert the
coupling force necessary for forming two layers of the cover
11 and joining the cover 11 to the housing 13.

The circuit board 19 includes a plurality of electronic
components corresponding to the switches 31 and 33, a
position detecting unit 35, a wireless communication unit
37, and a control unit 39. The power source 40 includes a
primary battery such as a dry cell and a button cell. The
power source 40 supplies power to the control unit 39 and
other units. The switches 31 and 33 generate on/off signals
in response to physical contact.

The position detecting unit 35 typically includes a light-
emitting device such as a laser and a blue LED, and an image
sensor. The light-emitting device emits light. The light
emitted from the light-emitting device passes through an
optical device including a front lens and a prism to be
ejected from a translucent portion in the bottom part 14. Part
of'the light ejected from the translucent portion in the bottom
part 14 and diffusely reflected by an object such as a mouse
pad travels back through a rear lens in the optical device and
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forms an image at the image sensor. The position detecting
unit 35 calculates the direction and amount of the movement
of the mouse 10 based on the change in the sequent images
read by the image sensor. After the position detecting unit 35
calculates the direction and amount of the movement of the
mouse 10, the related data is sent to the control unit 39. The
position detecting unit 35 may include an accelerometer
having at least two axes instead of the light-emitting device
and the image sensor. In this case, the position detecting unit
35 calculates the direction and amount of the movement of
the mouse 10 based on the output data from the 2-axis
accelerometer.

The wireless communication unit 37 repeatedly transmits
the data related to the movement of the mouse 10 and the
on/off signals from the switches 31 and 33 to a wireless
receiving unit of a computer under the control of the control
unit 39. The wireless communication scheme may be any
radio wave communication scheme such as an infrared
communication scheme and Bluetooth (registered trade-
mark). The wireless communication scheme may use sound
waves in an audible range that human beings can easily hear
or sound waves in a high audible range that human beings
can hardly hear.

The cover 11 uniformly covers the entire area of the shell
12 of the mouse 10 including the bottom part 14, the housing
13, and the click buttons 15 and 16. Specifically, the cover
11 intimately contacted to the outer surfaces of the bottom
part 14, the housing 13, and the click buttons 15 and 16. The
cover 11 is formed on the assembled bottom part 14, housing
13, and click buttons 15 and 16 by insert molding, which
may improve the adhesiveness and coupling force. The
cover 11 may be made of an elastic, heat-resistant, and
waterproof material such as rubber, silicone rubber, and
resin. In this embodiment, the cover 11 is made of elastic
resin for ensuring button operability. Examples of the elastic
resin include natural rubber, silicone rubber, nitrile rubber,
urethane rubber, and fluoro-rubber. In terms of heat resis-
tance, waterproofness, durability, transparency, as well as
elasticity, the cover 11 should preferably be made of silicone
rubber or fluoro-rubber. The surface of the cover 11 may be
lubricated for improving movability.

The cover 11 uniformly and integrally covers the entire
areas of the outer surfaces of the bottom part 14, the housing
13, and the click buttons 15 and 16 without any gap. This
completely seals the internal space of the mouse 10 formed
by the bottom part 14, the housing 13, and the click buttons
15 and 16. The cover 11 completely isolates the inside of the
mouse 10 from outside liquid and preferably from outside
gas.

The housing 13, the bottom part 14, and the click buttons
15 and 16, which constitute the shell 12, are made of the
same hard resin and this hard resin has resistance to and
strength against the change in pressure and temperature.
Examples of the hard resin include general-purpose resins
such as polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP), polystyrene
(PS), acrylonitrile/styrene resin (AS), acrylonitrile/butadi-
ene/styrene resin (ABS), and polyvinyl chloride (PVC),
general-purpose engineering resins such as polyamide (PA),
polyacetal (POM), polycarbonate (PC), modified polyphe-
nylene ether (m-PPE), and polyethylene terephthalate
(PET), and super engineering resins such as liquid crystal
polymer (LCP), polyphenylene sulfide (PPS), polyimide
(PD), polyether sulfone (PES), polyether ether ketone
(PEEK), polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), and polyamide-
imide (PAI). In terms of pressure resistance and heat resis-
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tance, the hard resin is typically PPS, PES, and PEEK, and
should most preferably be PPS in the super engineering
resins.

The high hardness of the shell 12 keeps the shape of the
mouse 10 to protect the circuit board 19 in the shell 12. The
high elasticity of the cover 11 allows a user to easily press
the click buttons 15 and 16 under the cover 11. The high
transparency of the cover 11 improves the visibility of the
front and rear sides of the mouse 10 and the click buttons 15
and 16 for a user. The high elasticity and transparency of the
resin cover 11 and the high hardness of the resin shell 12
improve the operability of the mouse 10 for a user. The high
heat resistance and waterproofness of the cover 11 and the
high heat resistance of the shell 12 allow the mouse 10 to be
subjected to heat sterilization. Examples of the heat steril-
ization include autoclave sterilization and dry heat steriliza-
tion. The autoclave sterilization is performed at a pressure in
the range of 2 to 2.2 atm, at a temperature in the range of 121
to 135° C., and for approximately 20 minutes, for example.
The dry heat sterilization is performed at a temperature in
the range of 180 to 200° C. and for 30 minutes in dry air, for
example.

For example, silicone rubber is not denatured even at a
temperature above 150° C. and can endure continuous use
for 10,000 hours or more even at a temperature above 200°
C. In addition, silicone rubber is not denatured by water
immersion. Silicone rubber retains a low water absorption of
1% even after a long-hour water immersion regardless of the
temperature of the water such as cool water, warm water, or
boiling water. PES, one of the super engineering resins, has
a deflection temperature under load in the range of 200 to
210° C., and has an operating temperature in the range of
180 to 190° C. in accordance with the product safety
standard set by Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL).

For example, if silicone resin, which has a siloxane bond
with a silicon-oxygen bond as a skeleton, is used for the
mouse 10, the mouse 10 will exhibit a higher heat resistance
than a mouse using other organic material such as an organic
rubber having a carbon-carbon bond as a skeleton.

In other words, the resin cover 11 having a high water-
proofness and a high heat resistance and the resin shell 12
having a high heat resistance allow the mouse 10 to retain its
strength even if the mouse 10 is exposed to high-temperature
and high-pressure steam during autoclave sterilization. This
allows the mouse 10 to be used as an input device for a
computer in operating rooms that require sterilization of the
mouse 10 before or after each use, for example.

This embodiment does not deny the possibility of apply-
ing general-purpose resins and engineering resins to the hard
resin for the shell 12 and applying other resins to the elastic
resin for the cover 11. The elastic resin for the cover 11 and
the hard resin for the shell 12 may be selected from various
resins in accordance with the usage conditions of the mouse
10. For example, when the mouse 10 is designed to be used
in wet but not high-temperature places such as kitchens and
bathrooms, the cover 11 may be made of nitrile rubber
having a waterproofness substantially equal to that of sili-
cone rubber but a lower heat resistance than that of silicone
rubber. The shell 12 may be made of an engineering resin or
a general-purpose resin such as polyvinyl chloride (PVC).
When the mouse 10 is designed to be used in not wet but
dusty places such as factories, the cover 11 may be made of
urethane rubber having a low waterproofness and a low heat
resistance.

Second Embodiment

According to the second embodiment, the mouse 10
includes a structure for securing the cover 11 to the shell 12.
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FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the mouse 10 according
to the second embodiment. FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view
of another example of the mouse 10 according to the second
embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the cover 11 is bonded to the shell
12 with an adhesive 21. This firmly bonds the cover 11 to the
shell 12. The firmly bonding of the cover 11 to the shell 12
prevents the cover 11 from laterally sliding on the shell 12
when the mouse 10 is moved, which improves the operabil-
ity of the mouse 10. An elastic epoxy adhesive is used to
ensure the substantial adhesive strength of the adhesive 21.
The elastic epoxy adhesive has a high heat resistance and
prevents the deterioration of the adhesive strength due to the
heat process on the mouse 10.

Some of the methods for bonding the cover 11 to the shell
12 (i.e. the housing 13 and the bottom part 14) other than the
above method will now be described.

The method using the epoxy adhesive as the adhesive 21
is described above.

In another method, a sheet containing the same compo-
nent as that for the shell 12 is used as the adhesive 21, which
facilitates the fusion bond between the adhesive 21 and the
shell 12. This sheet has mechanical undercuts in its outer
surface (the contact surface to the cover 11). The undercuts
are previously made for achieving the engagement with the
material of the cover 11 at the time of forming two layers of
the cover 11 to complete the bonding.

In yet another method, the adhesive 21 between the shell
12 and the cover 11 contains microfibers such as cellulose
fibers, cellulose nanofibers, and carbon fibers. The fibers are
firmly engaged with the shell 12 and the cover 11, which
achieves the firm bonding therebetween.

In yet another method, the sheet as the adhesive 21
between the shell 12 and the cover 11 has microfibers
suitable for the shell 12 and the cover 11. The fibers are
previously planted on both sides of the sheet for achieving
firmer bonding at the time of forming two layers of the cover
11.

As temperature varies in the usage conditions of the
mouse 10, the internal temperature inside the cover 11
varies. As the internal temperature inside the cover 11 rises,
the volume of the gas inside the cover 11 increases. As the
volume of the gas increases, the internal pressure increases.
This may cause the cover 11 to come off the shell 12. The
possibility of the detachment can be reduced by firmly
bonding the cover 11 to the shell 12 with the adhesive 21.

To reduce the possibility of the detachment, the mouse 10
may be made such that its internal pressure is below the
atmospheric pressure at a reference temperature (25° C., for
example). In this case, even if the internal pressure increases
with the rise in the internal temperature inside the cover 11,
the increased internal pressure, which will still be below the
atmospheric temperature (1 atm), will allow the atmospheric
pressure to press the cover 11 onto the shell 12 and reduce
the possibility of the cover 11 coming off the shell 12. The
mouse 10 may have a vacuum inside the cover 11, however,
the internal pressure of the mouse 10 should be set at a
pressure that does not adversely affect the pressing operation
and restoring movement of the click buttons 15 and 16 and
the switches 31 and 33.

The internal space formed by the housing 13, the bottom
part 14, and the click buttons 15 and 16, which constitute the
shell 12, may be filled with insulating resin. The resin, which
has a substantially lower coefficient of thermal expansion
than gas, can efficiently reduce the possibility of the detach-
ment of the cover 11 due to the increased internal pressure.
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As illustrated in FIG. 5, an adhesive sheet 22 may be
interposed between the shell 12 and the cover 11 to improve
the bonding strength between the cover 11 and the shell 12
(the housing 13 and the bottom part 14). The adhesive sheet
22 is made of a resin having a high compatibility with the
resin for the shell 12 (the housing 13 and the bottom part 14)
and containing inorganic fibers or organic fibers. Examples
of the inorganic fibers include glass fibers, steel fibers, and
carbon fibers. Examples of the organic fibers include olefin
fibers, polyvinyl alcohol fibers, pulp fibers, cellulose fibers,
cellulose nanofibers, and other natural fibers such as hemp.
The adhesive sheet 22 may be made of a resin having a high
compatibility with both of the resin for the cover 11 and the
resin for the shell 12. The adhesive sheet 22 is a sheet made
of'the same resin as that for the shell 12 and containing glass
fibers such as a PPS sheet containing glass fibers. After
forming the shell 12, a high-temperature silicone rubber is
poured over the adhesive sheet 22 on the outer surface of the
shell 12. The heat of the silicone rubber fuses the adhesive
sheet 22 and the outer surface of the shell 12. The adhesive
sheet 22 is firmly bonded to the outer surface of the shell 12
by the fusion of the resin of the adhesive sheet 22 and the
resin of the outer surface of the shell 12. When the silicone
rubber is poured over the adhesive sheet 22 in fusion, the
silicone rubber gets tangled with the glass fibers in the
adhesive sheet 22. This firmly bonds the adhesive sheet 22
and the cover 11 to each other. The shell 12 and the cover 11
are firmly bonded to each other by insert molding of the
cover 11 on the shell 12 while the adhesive sheet 22 is
interposed between the shell 12 and the cover 11. The
bonding strength can be enhanced by the compatibility,
however, a method using primer may be used additionally or
solely other than the bonding using the compatibility.

The adhesive sheet 22 may be made of polyphenylene
sulfide (PPS) and contain flexible fine fibers such as Japa-
nese paper fibers, cellulose fibers, cellulose nanofibers,
carbon fibers, or glass fibers, as a bonding material. The
adhesive sheet 22 may be made of a PPS resin bonding
material such as a PPS sheet containing fine hollow tubes of
PPS resin, and a PPS sheet having numerous asperities or
undercuts formed by special laser processing. The adhesive
sheet 22 may contain heat insulating particles or hollow
ceramic beads to enhance the bonding strength and heat
insulating properties. The adhesive sheet 22 may be made of
a sheet containing PPS tubes or an adhesive containing
ceramic hollow beads to provide the adhesive sheet 22 with
heat insulating properties.

Third Embodiment

The electronic part including the electronic devices, cir-
cuits, and elements on the circuit board 19 and the power
source 40 should be protected from the heat applied during
autoclave sterilization, for example. To that ends, it is
effective to enclose the circuit board 19 and the power
source 40 with a heat insulating material. According to the
third embodiment, the mouse 10 has a structure for improv-
ing the heat insulating properties. FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional
view of the mouse 10 according to the third embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of another example of the
mouse 10 according to the third embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, a heat insulating sheet 23 encloses
the entire circuit board 19 in the shell 12. The heat insulating
sheet 23 is made of fibers containing heat insulating par-
ticles. Examples of the fibers include glass fibers and pulp
fibers. Examples of the heat insulating particles include
ceramic vacuum beads, hollow glass beads, hollow resin
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beads, and hollow silica nanoparticles, which has very high
heat insulating properties due to their very high heat reflec-
tivity and conductivity. The heat insulating sheet 23 enclos-
ing the circuit board 19 and the power source 40 in the shell
12 thus restricts the rise in the internal temperatures of the
circuit board 19 and the power source 40.

The heat insulating sheet 23 may be made of a heat
insulating material of paper having heat insulating properties
(heat insulating paper) and the heat insulating paper may
contain heat insulating particles such as ceramic vacuum
beads, hollow silicone beads, hollow glass beads, hollow
resin particles, and hollow silica nanoparticles. As illustrated
in FIGS. 6 and 7, the heat insulating sheet 23 encloses the
electronic devices such as the circuit board 19, the position
detecting unit 35, the wireless communication unit 37, the
control unit 39, and the power source 40 to enhance the heat
insulating effect. If the heat insulating sheet 23 consists of
two or three layers, the heat insulating effect will further be
enhanced.

The position of the heat insulating sheet 23 is not limited
to the position described above. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the
heat insulating sheet 23 may be disposed between the shell
12 and the cover 11 to restrict the rise in the internal
temperature due to the rise in the outside temperature. This
restricts the rise in the internal temperature as in the above
example, and protects the electronic part including the
electronic devices, circuits, and elements on the circuit
board 19, and the power source 40 from the heat applied
during autoclave sterilization, for example. The heat insu-
lating sheet 23 at this position improves the adhesion
between the shell 12 and the cover 11 as well as the heat
insulating effect.

To restrict the rise in the internal temperature due to the
rise in the outside temperature, at least one of the shell 12
and the cover 11 may contain heat insulating particles such
as ceramic vacuum beads, hollow glass beads, hollow resin
particles, and hollow silica nanoparticles, which enhances
the heat insulating properties of the shell 12 and the cover
11.

Fourth Embodiment

According to the fourth embodiment, the mouse 10 has a
charging function. FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the
exterior of the mouse 10 according to the fourth embodi-
ment. FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line B-B
of'the mouse 10 of FIG. 8. The mouse 10 may have a power
generating function. Specifically, the power source 40
includes a secondary battery, a solar panel 25, and a charging
circuit. The secondary battery is a lithium ion battery, for
example. The solar panel 25 may have flexibility and is
disposed on the entire area of the upper surface of the shell
12 under the cover 11. The solar panel 25 converts solar
energy or light energy from a fluorescent light into electric-
ity. The secondary battery is charged with the power gen-
erated by the solar panel 25 via the charging circuit. The
secondary battery then provides the power to the units such
as the control unit 39. The mouse 10 with a power generating
function can be used as a wireless mouse 10 and expands the
range of the usage conditions of the mouse 10. The solar
panel 25 may be disposed on a part of the upper surface of
the shell 12. For example, the solar panel 25 may be
disposed on the rear part of the upper surface of the shell 12
while excluding the surfaces of the click buttons 15 and 16.
By disposing the solar panel 25 as such, since the solar panel
25 does not cover the surfaces of the click buttons 15 and 16,
repeatedly pressing the click buttons 15 and 16 does not
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damage the surface of the solar panel 25 and does not lead
to the strength deterioration of the solar panel 25.

The mouse 10 may have a non-contact charging function.
Specifically, the power source 40 includes a secondary
battery and a non-contact charging unit. The non-contact
charging scheme may be an electromagnetic induction
scheme using electromagnetic induction, an electromagnetic
field resonance scheme using resonance in an electromag-
netic field, a radio wave scheme that converts electromag-
netic waves received with an antenna in the mouse 10 into
electricity, an ultrasonic wave scheme that converts ultra-
sonic waves received with a piezoelectric device in the
mouse 10 into electricity, or a vibration scheme using the
changes in an electromagnetic field caused by reciprocating
a magnet along the central axis of a solenoid coil in the
mouse 10.

The above wireless transmitting mechanism and this
wireless charging mechanism provide a functional isolation
from the outside while the cover 11 provides a physical
isolation from the outside, which achieves the waterproof-
ness, dustproofness, soil resistance, and shock resistance. In
addition, the heat insulating properties achieved by each
layer allow the mouse 10 to be subjected to high-pressure
steam sterilization under an autoclave environment.

Fifth Embodiment

The fifth embodiment of the present invention will now be
described. FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the mouse
according to the fifth embodiment, FIG. 11 is a cross-
sectional view taken along a line C-C of FIG. 10, and FIG.
12 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a waterproof switch
disposed on the surface of the mouse with a touch piece
pressed down taken along a line D-D of FIG. 10.

According to the fifth embodiment, the cover 11 only
covers the housing 13 out of the shell 12 of the mouse 10
including the housing 13 and the bottom part 14. The
housing 13, the bottom part 14, and the cover 11 can be made
of the materials described in the above embodiments and the
descriptions about the materials are omitted here.

In this embodiment, the housing 13 includes a waterproof
switch 41 on its outer surface. The waterproof switch 41 can
be pressed down from the position of FIG. 11 to the position
of FIG. 12 by pressing an elastic rubber touch piece 42 in the
thickness direction. When the waterproof switch 41 is
pressed down to the position of FIG. 12, the waterproof
switch 41 comes in contact with the outer surface of the
housing 13 and a conductive portion in the housing 13, for
example, which activates the mouse 10. It is also possible to
activate the mouse 10 by pressing down the touch piece 42
to elastically deform the housing 13 and press an unshown
member (such as a click rod in the above embodiments). In
that case, the electrical connection between the touch piece
42 and the mouse 10 may be achieved in a wireless scheme
or a wired scheme. In some cases, an unshown click rod may
be disposed in the internal space inside the shell 12 as in the
above embodiments.

In the fifth embodiment, a pressure control valve mecha-
nism 43 is disposed in the bottom part 14 to control the
pressure in the internal space inside the shell 12 including
the housing 13 and the bottom part 14. The pressure control
valve mechanism 43 includes a one-way pressure reducing
valve 44 and an on-off valve 45. The pressure reducing valve
44 automatically reduces the pressure in the internal space of
the mouse 10 by releasing some of the inside gas to the
outside when the pressure in the internal space inside the
shell 12 exceeds a predetermined pressure due to the heat
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applied during high-temperature sterilization such as auto-
clave sterilization. The on-off valve 45 can manually be
operated as needed for taking the air into the internal space
inside the shell 12 when the internal pressure drops due to
cooling after the high-temperature sterilization. The pressure
control valve mechanism 43 maintains a proper pressure in
the internal space inside the shell 12 as needed when the
pressure in the mouse 10 varies depending on the usage
conditions, which maintains an optimal operating environ-
ment for the electronic devices in the mouse 10.

Also in this embodiment, the electronic devices such as
the circuit board 19, the position detecting unit 35 having a
detection circuit for detecting the movement of the mouse,
the wireless communication unit 37 having a transmission
circuit for wirelessly transmitting the data related to the
movement detected at the detection circuit and the data
related to the operation of the switch to the outside, the
control unit 39 for performing various controls, and the
power source 40 are disposed in the internal space inside the
shell 12. The circuit board 19 includes or is provided with
the position detecting unit 35, the wireless communication
unit 37, and the control unit 39. The power source 40 is
secured to the upper surface of the bottom part 14 with a
battery holder (not shown).

With respect to the position detecting unit 35, a translu-
cent lens 47 is disposed in the bottom part 14 via a sealing
packing 48 and a light-emitting device 49 is also disposed in
the bottom part 14 as an image sensor for optically sensing
the movement of the mouse 10.

As illustrated by chain double-dashed lines in FIG. 11, the
cover 11 may cover not only the housing 13 but also the
entire area of the shell 12 including the bottom part 14. In
this case, the cover 11 covers the entire area of the outer
surface of the mouse 10 except for the openings of the
pressure reducing valve 44 and the on-off valve 45 in the
shell 12 or the bottom part 14. In this structure, the area of
the cover 11 corresponding to the light-emitting device 49
may be a transparent area or a translucent area, or the entire
area of the cover 11 may be made of a transparent material
or a translucent material for allowing the light emitted from
the light-emitting device 49 to pass through the cover 11.

In the description of the first embodiment, the basic
structure of the mouse 10, the joining of the cover 11 to the
shell 12 without an adhesive sheet, and the heat insulating
properties and waterproofness of the mouse 10 have been
described. In the description of the second embodiment, the
structure for bonding the cover 11 to the shell 12 with an
adhesive sheet, and the heat insulating properties, pressure
resistance, and waterproofness of the mouse 10 have been
described. In the description of the third embodiment, the
structure of the mouse 10 having the heat insulating prop-
erties around the electronic circuits and electronic devices
has been described. In the description of the fourth embodi-
ment, the structure of the mouse 10 having a power gener-
ating function and the structure of the mouse 10 having a
non-contact charging function have been described. In the
description of the fifth embodiment, the mouse 10 including
apressure control valve mechanism with a pressure reducing
valve and an on-off valve, and a waterproof switch provided
on the surface has been described. The mouse 10 may be
configured by freely combining the functions and structures
described in these embodiments depending on the usage
conditions.

The embodiments of the present invention shall not be
limited to a mouse. If input devices such as joysticks and
keyboards are covered with the cover 11, these input devices
will obtain similar effects as the effects obtained by the
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mouse 10 of the embodiments of the present invention. For
example, if a keyboard is covered with the cover 11, the
inside of the keyboard can completely be isolated from
outside liquid or more preferably from outside gas. If
operation panels of equipment in operating rooms such as
computed tomography (CT) scanners, magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) scanners, X-ray equipment, and display
devices are covered with the cover 11, such equipment will
obtain similar effects as the effects obtained by the mouse 10
of the embodiments of the present invention.

The present invention shall not be limited to the above
embodiments and can be modified within the scope of the
invention defined by the claims. The embodiments obtained
by properly combining the technical features and methods
disclosed in the above embodiments will be within the scope
of the present invention. In addition, new technical features
and methods can be achieved by combining the technical
features and methods disclosed in the above embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A mouse having heat resistance, pressure resistance,
and waterproofness to endure repeated steam sterilizations at
high temperature and high pressure in a sterilization appa-
ratus, comprising:

a hard resin shell forming an external shape of the mouse;

a switch for operating the mouse;

an electronic device including a power source disposed in
an internal space inside the hard resin shell, a position
detecting unit disposed in the internal space inside the
hard resin shell for detecting movement of the mouse,
and a wireless communication unit disposed in the
internal space inside the hard resin shell for wirelessly
transmitting signals from the position detecting unit
and the switch to outside;

a heat insulating sheet enclosing the electronic device;
and

a resin cover for covering an entire area of an outer
surface of the hard resin shell;

wherein the heat insulating sheet is disposed between and
in direct contact with the hard resin shell and the resin
cover.

2. The mouse according to claim 1, wherein the heat

insulating sheet includes two or three layers.

3. The mouse according to claim 1, wherein the hard resin
shell includes a bottom part and a housing covering the
bottom part for accommodating the electronic device in the
internal space.

4. The mouse according to claim 1, wherein at least one
of the hard resin shell and the resin cover contains heat
insulating particles.

5. A mouse having heat resistance, pressure resistance,
and waterproofness to endure repeated steam sterilizations at
high temperature and high pressure in a sterilization appa-
ratus, comprising:

a bottom part holding a circuit board including a position
detecting unit for detecting movement of the mouse, at
least one switch for operating the mouse, and a wireless
communication unit for wirelessly transmitting data
related to the movement of the mouse detected at the
position detecting unit and data related to operation of
the at least one switch to outside, and a power source;

a shell made of hard resin and covering the bottom part
while accommodating the circuit board and the power
source, the hard resin shell having resistance to and
strength against change in pressure and temperature;

at least one button disposed on an upper part of a housing
for operating the at least one switch;
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a cover integrally covering entire areas of outer surfaces
of the bottom part, the housing, and the at least one
button without any gap; and

a heat insulating sheet enclosing the circuit board pro-
vided with the position detecting unit and the wireless
communication unit, and the power source;

wherein the heat insulating sheet is disposed between and
in direct contact with the shell made of hard resin and
the cover.
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