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(57) ABSTRACT

A hub shell is used as a part of a bicycle generator hub. The
hub shell comprises a main body and a magnet arrangement
section. The main body has a tubular shape with an internal
circumferential surface. The magnet arrangement section is
provided on the internal circumferential surface of the main
body to arrange a magnet formed therein by injection
molding. The magnet arrangement section includes an even
section and a non-even section, the non-even section being
configured as one of a recess and a protrusion with respect
to the even section.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
HUB SHELL FOR BICYCLE GENERATOR
HUB

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-278030, filed Dec.
20, 2011. The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2011.-278030 is hereby incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

This invention generally relates to a hub shell for a bicycle
generator hub and a generator hub equipped with the hub
shell.

Background Information

A bicycle generator hub having a magnets arranged on an
internal circumferential surface of a bicycle hub shell is
known (e.g., Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
2004-242374). Typically the magnet is fixed to the internal
circumferential surface of the hub shell with an adhesive.

SUMMARY

Generally, the present disclosure is directed to various
features of a hub shell for a bicycle generator hub.

When the magnet is fixed with an adhesive in the con-
ventional manner, a step for applying the adhesive and a step
for attaching the magnet are require and the process of fixing
the magnet to the hub shell becomes complex. In order to
simplify the magnet fixing process, it is feasible to form the
magnet on the internal circumferential surface of the hub
shell by injection molding using an insert molding method
or other molding method. However, positioning the magnet
has been difficult when using injection molding to form the
magnet on the internal circumferential surface of the hub
shell.

An object of the present invention is to enable a magnet
that is injection molded in a hub shell for a generator hub to
be formed more simply and positioned more reliably.

In accordance with a first aspect, a hub shell is provided
that is used as a part of a bicycle generator hub. The hub
shell basically comprises a main body and a magnet arrange-
ment section. The main body has a tabular shape with an
internal circumferential surface. The magnet arrangement
section is provided on the internal circumferential surface of
the main body to arrange a magnet formed therein by
injection molding. The magnet arrangement section includes
an even section and a non-even section, the non-even section
being configured as one of a recess and a protrusion with
respect to the even section.

With this hub shell, the magnet arrangement section in
which the magnet is injection molded includes an even
section and a non-even section. If the non-even section is a
recess, then the magnet can be simply and reliably posi-
tioned by injection molding the magnet such that a portion
of the magnet enters into the non-even section. If the
non-even section is a protrusion, then the magnet can be
simply and reliably positioned by injection molding the
magnet such that a portion of the magnet enters around the
non-even section.

In accordance with a second aspect, the hub shell accord-
ing to the first aspect is provided such that the non-even
section is configured to a linear shape and to extend non-
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2

parallel with respect to each of an axial direction and a
circumferential direction of the main body. With this aspect,
since the linearly shaped non-even section extends non-
parallel with respect to each of the axial and the circumfer-
ential direction, movement of the magnet can be restricted in
both the axial direction and the circumferential direction and
the magnet can be positioned simply and reliably.

In accordance with a third aspect, the hub shell according
to the second aspect is provided such that the non-even
section has a helical shape. With this aspect, since the
non-even section has a continuous helical shape, the non-
even section can be obtained easily.

In accordance with a fourth aspect, the hub shell accord-
ing to the second aspect is provided such that the non-even
section has an endless shape. With this aspect, since the
non-even section has an endless shape and can be formed
with a single process, the non-even section can be obtained
easily.

In accordance with a fifth aspect, the hub shell according
to the fourth aspect is provided such that the non-even
section includes a plurality of separate non-even section.
Since non-even sections have endless shapes, the magnet
can be positioned even more reliably.

In accordance with a sixth aspect, the hub shell according
to the first aspect is provided such that the non-even section
includes a first non-even section that has a linear shape and
extends in an axial direction of the main body, and a second
non-even section that has a linear shape and extends in a
circumferential direction of the main body. With this aspect,
since the shape of the non-even section is simple, the
non-even section can be formed simply.

In accordance with a seventh aspect, the hub shell accord-
ing to any one of the first to sixth aspects is provided such
that the non-even section is configured as a recess. With this
aspect, the recessed non-even section can be formed with a
simple machining process (cutting process).

In accordance with an eighth aspect, the hub shell accord-
ing to any one of the first to sixth aspects is provided such
that the non-even section is configured as a protrusion. With
this aspect, the protruded non-even section can be formed
easily as a separate member from the hub shell. Thus, the
non-even section can be formed simply using a molding
process.

In accordance with a ninth aspect, the hub shell according
to any one of the first to eighth aspects is provided with a
magnet injection molded on the magnet arrangement section
of the main body. With this aspect, a rotor can be obtained
which exhibits the operational effects of the first to eight
aspects.

In accordance with a tenth aspect, a bicycle generator hub
is provided that includes the hub shell according to the ninth
aspect and further comprises a hub axle rotatably disposed
in the main body of the hub shell, and a stator fixed to the
hub axle. With this aspect, a bicycle generator hub can be
obtained which exhibits the operational effects of the first to
sixth aspects.

With the present invention, the magnet arrangement sec-
tion of the hub shell includes an even section and a non-even
section. As a result, a magnet can be simply and reliably
positioned with the non-even section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the attached drawings which form a part
of this original disclosure:
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FIG. 1 is a half cross sectional view of a bicycle generator
hub that is equipped with hub shell in accordance with a first
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the hub shell of the
bicycle generator hub illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view, corresponding to FIG. 2,
of a hub shell according to a variation of the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view, corresponding to FIG. 2,
of a hub shell according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view, corresponding to FIG. 2,
of a hub shell according to a variation of the second
embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view, corresponding to FIG. 2,
of a hub shell according to a third embodiment; and

FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view of a hub shell according
to a fourth embodiment, and corresponds to FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Selected embodiments will now be explained with refer-
ence to the drawings. It will be apparent to those skilled in
the art from this disclosure that the following descriptions of
the embodiments are provided for illustration only and not
for the purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the
appended claims and their equivalents.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a bicycle generator hub (hub
dynamo) 10 is illustrated in accordance with a first embodi-
ment. As shown in FIG. 1, the bicycle generator hub (hub
dynamo) 10 is installed on a front fork 102 of a bicycle. The
generator hub 10 basically comprises a hub axle 11, a stator
13, a rotor 15 and a hub shell 17. The stator 13 is fixed to
the hub axle 11. The rotor 15 is arranged radially outward of
the stator 13. The hub shell 17 is fixed to the rotor 15.

The hub axle 11 is hollow and detachably fastened to the
front fork 102 with, for example, a quick release mechanism
12. A first externally threaded section 11a is formed on an
external circumferential surface of a first end (left-hand end
in FIG. 1) of the hub axle 11. A second externally threaded
section 115 is formed on an external circumferential surface
of a second end (right-hand end in FIG. 2) of the hub shaft
11. Additionally, an axial groove 11¢ extending in an axial
direction from a middle portion to the second end is formed
in the external circumferential surface of the hub axle 11.
The axial groove 11c is used to arrange an electrical wire
22a that extends from a coil 22 (explained later). A connec-
tor 29 is fixed to the second externally threaded section 116
with a nut member 50 for supplying electric power from the
coil 22 to a headlamp or other external device.

The rotor 13 has a coil bobbin 20 through which the hub
axle 11 is passed, a coil 22 wound onto the coil bobbin 20,
and a yoke 25 arranged on the coil bobbin 20 such that it
surrounds a periphery of the coil 22. The rotor 13 is fixed
non-rotatably to the hub axle 11 with a pair of fastening
members 27 that are fastened to the hub axle 11 at both ends
of the coil bobbin 20.

The rotor 15 has the hub shell 17 and an annular magnet
28 fixed to an internal circumferential surface of the hub
shell 17. The magnet 28 has N poles and S poles arranged
alternately along a circumferential direction Y. The magnet
28 is a bond magnet fixed to the internal circumferential
surface of the hub shell 17 by injection molding. The bond
magnet is made of a mixture of ferrite, a rare earth metal
alloy, or another magnetic powder and a synthetic resin
(including an adhesive). Also, there are no particular limi-
tations on the type of magnetic powder and it is acceptable
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to select any magnetic powder that offers the required
performance. Similarly, there are no particular limitations on
the synthetic resin.

The hub shell 17 is supported at both ends on a first
bearing 30 and a second bearing 32 such that it rotates freely
about the hub shaft 11. The hub shell 17 comprises a shell
main body 40, a magnet arrangement section 42 and a lid
member 44. The shell main body 40 is generally cylindrical,
and is open at one end. The magnet arrangement section 42
is provided on an internal circumferential surface 40a of the
shell body 40. The shell main body 40 is an example of a
main body. As seen in FIG. 1, the shell main body 40 is
tubular and does not have a perfect cylindrical shape with a
constant circular cross section. Moreover, the shell main
body 40 does not have to have a circular cross section at all.
For example, the shell main body 40 can be a tubular
member with a square cross section, an octagonal cross
section, etc. Thus, the term “cylindrical shape” as used
herein is not limited to a tubular member with a circular
cross section.

The magnet 28 is injection molded on the internal cir-
cumferential surface 40a of the shell body 40. The lid
member 44 that covers the opening 405 of the shell main
body 40. The shell main body 40 has a pair of annular hub
flanges 40c. The annular hub flanges 40¢ are formed on the
external circumferential surface of the shell main body 40
such that one of the hub flanges 42 is arranged on each end
of the shell main body 40. An internally threaded section 404
is provided on the internal circumferential surface 40a of the
opening 405 of the shell main body 40. The internally
threaded section 404 meshes with the lid member 44 such
that the lid member 44 is screwed into the opening 405 of the
shell main body 40. A first end portion of the shell main body
40 is rotatably supported on the hub axle 11 with the first
bearing 30. The first end portion of the shell main body 40
is located on the opposite side as the opening 405.

As shown in FIG. 2, the magnet arrangement section 42
includes an even section 42a and a non-even section 425
with respect to the even section 42a. The term “even” as
used herein means regular; free from perceptible projections
or indentations. The non-even section 425 is configured as a
recess a narrow spirally groove in this example) with respect
to the even section 42a. The even section 42a comprises a
circular cylindrical surface that extends in a helical shape.
The non-even section 425 comprises a groove (narrow
groove) that extends in a helical and linear shape. As a result,
the helical and linear non-even section 426 extends so as to
be non-parallel to both the axial direction X and the cir-
cumferential direction Y of the shell main body 40. Since a
portion of the magnet 28 enters into the non-even section
42b when the magnet 28 is injection molded, movement of
the magnet 28 can be restricted in the axial direction X and
the circumferential direction Y and the magnet 28 can be
positioned simply and reliably.

Returning to FIG. 1, the lid member 44 is fastened to the
shell main body 40 by being threaded together with the
internally threaded section 404 of the shell main body 40.
The lid member 44 has a cylindrical section 44a that meshes
with the internally threaded section 40d. The lid member 44
is rotatably supported on the hub axle 11 by the second
bearing 32, which is attached to the lid member 44.

With a hub shell 17 configured as explained heretofore, at
least the magnet arrangement section 42 of the shell main
body 40 is arranged inside a magnet forming mold. A molten
synthetic resin with a magnetic powder mixed therein is
injected into the mold and the magnet 28 is formed. When
this is done, a portion of the molten material enters into the
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helical and recessed non-even section 42b. As a result,
movement of the magnet 28 can be restricted in the axial
direction X and the circumferential direction Y and the
magnet 28 is positioned simply and reliably.

Also, the linear and helically shaped non-even section 426
can be obtained easily because it can be formed by machin-
ing in a continuous fashion.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a variation of the first embodi-
ment will now be discussed. In this variation of the first
embodiment, a hub shell 117 replaced the hub shell 17 in the
bicycle generator hub 10 of the first embodiment. The hub
shell 117 has a shell main body 140 and a magnet arrange-
ment section 142. Basically, as discussed below, the magnet
arrangement section 142 of this variation is the only differ-
ence from the first embodiment. Thus, the constituent fea-
tures of the magnet arrangement section 142 of this variation
are explained while explanations of other parts of the hub
shell 117 are omitted for the sake of brevity.

As shown in FIG. 3, in this variation of the first embodi-
ment, the magnet arrangement section 142 of the shell main
body 140 of the hub shell 117 includes an even section 142a
and a non-even section 14256 with respect to the even section
142a. The even section 142a of the magnet arrangement
section 142 comprises a circular cylindrical surface formed
to have a helical shape. The non-even section 1425, too,
comprises a circular cylindrical surface formed to have a
helical shape. The internal diameter of the non-even section
1425 is larger than the internal diameter of the even section
142a. In this variation of the first embodiment, the axial
lengths of the even section 142a and the non-even section
14254 are substantially the same. However, it is acceptable to
make the axial lengths of the even section 142a and the
non-even section 1425 different from each other. With this
variation, since a larger portion of the magnet 28 enters into
the non-even section 1425, the magnetic force of the magnet
can be strengthened in addition to e previously explained
effects of the first embodiment.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a hub shell 217 according to a
second embodiment will now be discussed. In this second
embodiment, the hub shell 217 replaced the hub shell 17 in
the bicycle generator hub 10 of the first embodiment. The
hub shell 217 has a shell main body 240 and a magnet
arrangement section 242. Basically, as discussed below, the
magnet arrangement section 242 of this second embodiment
is the only difference from the first embodiment. Thus, the
constituent features of the magnet arrangement section 242
of'this second embodiment are explained while explanations
of other parts of the hub shell 217 are omitted for the sake
of brevity.

As shown in FIG. 4, the magnet arrangement section 242
of the shell main body 240 of the hub shell 217 includes an
even section 242a and a non-even section 2425 with respect
to the even section 242a. The non-even section 2425 com-
prises a plurality of elliptical grooves formed to be slanted
at an angle. The even section 242a comprises a plurality of
circular cylindrical surfaces formed between the grooves of
the non-even section 2425. Each of the elliptical grooves of
the non-even section 2425 has an endless shape. Thus, in the
second embodiment, too, the non-even section 2425 is
non-parallel with respect to both the axial direction X and
the circumferential direction Y. With this embodiment, since
each of the elliptical grooves of the non-even section 2425
has an endless shape and can be formed with a single
process, the non-even section 2425 can be obtained easily.
Although the non-even section 2425 of the second embodi-
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ment is illustrated as having six endless grooves, any num-
ber of grooves is acceptable so long as there is at least one
groove.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a hub shell 317 according to a
variation of the second embodiment will now be discussed.
In this variation of the second embodiment, the hub shell
317 replaced the hub shell 17 in the bicycle generator hub 10
of the first embodiment. The hub shell 317 has a shell main
body 340 and a magnet arrangement section 342. Basically,
as discussed below, the magnet arrangement section 342 of
this variation of the second embodiment is the only differ-
ence from the first embodiment. Thus, the constituent fea-
tures of the magnet arrangement section 342 of this variation
of the second embodiment are explained while explanations
of other parts of the hub shell 317 are omitted for the sake
of brevity,

As shown in FIG. 5, the magnet arrangement section 342
of the shell main body 340 of the hub shell 317 includes an
even section 342¢ and a plurality of endless non-even
sections 3425 and 342¢ with respect to the even section
342a. The endless non-even sections 3425 and 342c¢ have
different slant directions that are provided in the magnet
arrangement section 342 of the hub main body 340. Thus,
the axial length of the circular cylindrical surface of the even
section 342q varies gradually depending on the position
along the circumferential direction. The non-even sections
342b and 342¢ are arranged alternately so as to be left-right
mirror images of each other in a sectional view. With this
configuration, too, the magnet can be positioned simply and
reliably. It is also acceptable to arrange a plurality of the
non-even sections 3426 adjacent to one another and a
plurality of the non-even sections 342¢ adjacent to one
another in the magnet arrangement section 342.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a hub shell 417 according to a
third embodiment will now be discussed. In this third
embodiment, the hub shell 417 replaced the hub shell 17 in
the bicycle generator hub 10 of the first embodiment. The
hub shell 417 has a shell main body 440 and a magnet
arrangement section 442. Basically, as discussed below, the
magnet arrangement section 442 of this third embodiment is
the only difference from the first embodiment. Thus, the
constituent features of the magnet arrangement section 442
of'this third embodiment are explained while explanations of
other parts of the hub shell 417 are omitted for the sake of
brevity.

As shown in FIG. 6, the magnet arrangement section 442
of the shell main body 440 of the hub shell 417 includes an
even section 442a¢ and a plurality of endless non-even
sections 4425 and 442¢ with respect to the even section
442a. The first non-even sections 4425 are recesses and
linear, and extend in the circumferential direction Y. The
second non-even sections 442 are recesses and linear, and
extend in the axial direction X. The even section 442a
comprises a surface arranged between the first non-even
section 4425 and the second non-even section 442¢. FIG. 6
only shows one of the second non-even sections 442¢, but
preferably another one of the second non-even sections 442¢
is located one hundred eighty degrees from the illustrated
one of the second non-even sections 442c¢. With the third
embodiment, the first non-even sections 4425 and the sec-
ond non-even sections 442¢ can be formed easily because
they have simple shapes.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a hub shell 217 according to a
fourth embodiment will now be discussed. In this fourth
embodiment, the hub shell 517 replaced the hub shell 17 in
the bicycle generator hub 10 of the first embodiment. The
hub shell 517 has a shell main body 540 and a magnet
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arrangement section 542. Basically, as discussed below, the
magnet arrangement section 542 of this fourth embodiment
is the only difference from the first embodiment. Thus, the
constituent features of the magnet arrangement section 542
of this fourth embodiment are explained while explanations
of other parts of the hub shell 517 are omitted for the sake
of brevity.

As shown in FIG. 7, the magnet arrangement section 542
of the shell main body 540 of the hub shell 517 includes an
even section 542a and a non-even sections 54256 with respect
to the even section 5424. The non-even section 542b has a
linear shape protrusion. The non-even section 5424 extends
in a helical shape similarly to the non-even section 4256 of
the first embodiment. Other than the non-even section 5425
having a protruded form, the hub shell 517 of the fourth
embodiment is the same as the hub shell 17 of the first
embodiment, and thus, a detailed explanation of the hub
shell 517 is omitted. It is also clearly acceptable for the
non-even sections of the second and third embodiments to
be configured as protrusions.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiments
described heretofore. Various changes can be made without
departing from the scope of the invention as presented in the
claims.

Although in the previously explained embodiments the
magnet arrangement section 42 is provided on the shell main
body 40, the present invention is not limited to such a
configuration. For example, it is acceptable for the magnet
arrangement section to be provided on an internal circum-
ferential surface of the lid member. In such a case, the lid
member is an example of the main body.

Although in the previously explained embodiments the
bicycle generator hub is for a front wheel, the present
invention is not limited to a front wheel application. For
example, the present invention can be applied to a bicycle
generator hub for a rear wheel.

Moreover, components that are shown directly connected
or contacting each other can have intermediate structures
disposed between them unless specifically stated otherwise.
The functions of one element can be performed by two, and
vice versa unless specifically stated otherwise. The struc-
tures and functions of one embodiment can be adopted in
another embodiment. It is not necessary for all advantages to
be present in a particular embodiment at the same time.
Every feature which is unique from the prior art, alone or in
combination with other features, also should be considered
a separate description of further inventions by the applicant,
including the structural and/or functional concepts embod-
ied by such feature(s). Thus, the foregoing descriptions of
the embodiments according to the present invention are
provided for illustration only, and not for the purpose of
limiting the invention as defined by the appended claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A hub shell for a bicycle generator hub comprising:

a main body having a tubular shape with an internal
circumferential surface, the internal circumferential
surface of the main body including a magnet arrange-
ment section, the magnet arrangement section includ-
ing a linear-shaped recess formed in the internal cir-
cumferential surface; and

a magnet injection molded on the magnet arrangement
section of the main body such that the magnet enters
into the recess, the magnet being a bond magnet made
of a mixture of a magnetic material and a synthetic
resin, the magnet forming a radially innermost surface
of the hub shell at the magnet arrangement section.
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2. The hub shell according to claim 1, wherein

the recess includes a first section that has a linear shape
and extends in an axial direction of the main body, and
a second section that has a linear shape and extends in
a circumferential direction of the main body.

3. Abicycle generator hub including e hub shell according

to claim 1, the bicycle generator hub comprising:

a hub axle rotatably disposed in the main body of the hub
shell; and

a stator fixed to the hub axle.

4. The hub shell according to claim 1, wherein

the magnetic material is a magnetic powder.

5. The huh shell according to claim 1, wherein

the recess has a helical shape.

6. The hub shell according to claim 1, wherein

the recess has an endless shape.

7. The hub shell according to claim 6, wherein

the recess includes a plurality of recesses having an
endless shape.

8. A hub shell for a bicycle generator hub comprising:

a main body having a tubular shape with an internal
circumferential surface;

a magnet arrangement section provided on the internal
circumferential surface of the main body to arrange a
magnet formed therein by injection molding, the mag-
net arrangement section being disposed in an axially
middle portion of the internal circumferential surface
such that the magnet arrangement section faces a coil
disposed radially inward of the magnet arrangement
section when the hub shell is installed in the bicycle
generator hub; and

a magnet injection molded onto the magnet arrangement
section of the main body, the magnet being a bond
magnet made of a mixture of a magnetic material and
a synthetic resin;

the magnet arrangement section including an even section
and a non-even section, the non-even section being
configured as one of a recess and a protrusion with
respect to the even section, the non-even section having
a linear shape and extending non-parallel with respect
to each of an axial direction and a circumferential
direction of the main body, the magnet covering the
even section and the non-even section such that the
magnet forms a radially innermost surface of the hub
shell at the magnet arrangement section.

9. The hub shell according to claim 8, wherein

the non-even section has a helical shape.

10. The hub shell according to claim 8, wherein

the non-even section has an endless shape.

11. The hub shell according to claim 10, wherein

the non-even section includes a plurality of separate
non-even sections.

12. The hub shell according to claim 8, wherein

the non-even section is configured as a recess.

13. The hub shell according to claim 12, wherein

the non-even section has a helical shape.

14. The hub shell according to claim 12, wherein

the non-even section has an endless shape.

15. The hub shell according to claim 14, wherein

the non-even section includes a plurality of separate
non-even sections.

16. A hub shell for a bicycle generator huh comprising:

a main body having a tubular shape with an internal
circumferential surface, the internal circumferential
surface of the main body including a magnet arrange-
ment section, the magnet arrangement section includ-
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ing a linear-shaped protrusion with respect to the inter-
nal circumferential surface, the protrusion having a
helical shape; and

a magnet injection molded on the magnet arrangement
section of the main body such that the magnet enters 5
around the protrusion and forms a radially innermost
surface of the hub shell at the magnet arrangement
section, the magnet being a bond magnet made of a
mixture of a magnetic material and a synthetic resin,
the magnet forming a radially innermost surface of the 10
hub shell at the magnet arrangement section.

#* #* #* #* #*
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