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(57) ABSTRACT

A first battery pack includes a first battery module and a first
controller. A second battery pack includes a second battery
module and a second controller. The first battery pack and
the second battery pack are installed to be freely attachable
and detachable in relation to a main body. An activation
manager performs an activation instruction such that the first
controller and the second controller do not activate at a same
timing. The first controller which activates earlier operates
in an ordinary mode in which power is supplied from the
first battery module to an AC load. The second controller
which activates later operates in a standby mode in which
power is not supplied from the second battery module to the
AC load.
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1
POWER SUPPLY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. national stage application of the
PCT International Application No. PCT/JP2015/004685
filed on Sep. 15, 2015, which claims the benefit of foreign
priority of Japanese patent application No. 2014-197578
filed on Sep. 26, 2014, the contents all of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a power supply device.

BACKGROUND ART

A portable power supply device which is provided with
secondary batteries such as lithium ion batteries, and which
performs a supply of power from the secondary batteries in
a case in which there is a power outage in a commercial
alternating current power source, and in a case in which a
commercial alternating current power source may not be
used due to being outdoors is known. In the portable power
supply device, there is demand for lengthening in time of the
duration of the supply of power, and improving the porta-
bility for carrying the power supply device outdoors, and the
durability and the reliability for realizing a stable supply of
power even under an outdoor environment. In a method of
the related art, an integrally configured battery module is
disposed to stand on a base, and an inverter and a control
board are disposed adjacent to the battery module (refer to
Patent Literature 1 below).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
PTL 1: JP-A-2012-253838

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Although it may be possible to increase the spatial density
of the inner portion of the device using the method of the
related art described above, since a battery module, an
inverter, and a control board which controls the battery
module and the inverter are integrally housed in the power
supply device, in a case in which an abnormality arises in the
control board due to some factor, the power supply device
may become unusable.

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide
a power supply device with which it is possible to lengthen
a time of duration of the supply of power, and to perform the
stable supply of power even under an outdoor environment.

A power supply device according to the present invention
including a power converter and capable of supplying power
to a load, includes a first battery pack which includes a first
battery module including a plurality of batteries, and a first
controller which is supplied with power from the first battery
module and controls an entirety of the power supply device,
and which is installed to be freely attachable and detachable
in relation to a main body of the power supply device, a
second battery pack which includes a second battery module
including a plurality of batteries, and a second controller
which is supplied with power from the second battery
module and controls the entirety of the power supply device,
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and which is installed to be freely attachable and detachable
in relation to the main body of the power supply device, and
an activation manager which instructs activation of the first
controller and the second controller such that the first
controller and the second controller do not activate at a same
timing, in which in a case in which the first controller
activates earlier than the second controller, the first control-
ler controls the entirety of the power supply device and
operates in an ordinary mode in which power is supplied
from the first battery module to the load, and the second
controller operates in a standby mode in which power is not
supplied from the second module to the load while the first
controller is operating in the ordinary mode.

According to the present invention, it is possible to
provide a power supply device with which it is possible to
lengthen a time of duration of the supply of power, and to
perform the stable supply of power even under an outdoor
environment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining power supply device
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining operation unit accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining activation manager
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining battery pack according
to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is an operational flowchart relating to the setting
control of the operational modes.

FIG. 6 is an operational flowchart relating to the transition
control of the operational modes.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

An overview will be given before giving a specific
explanation of the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. In order to lengthen the time of the duration of a
portable power supply device, it is conceivable to provide at
least two battery packs, and, when a charge state of one
battery pack which is performing the supply of power is
reduced, to switch to the supply of power from the other
battery pack. If it is possible to remove the one battery pack
which becomes unable to perform the supply of power, it is
possible to reduce the weight of the power supply device,
and it is possible to improve portability. If a controller which
controls the entirety of the power supply device is included
in each battery pack, even in a case in which an abnormality
arise in the controller of one of the battery packs and the
supply of power may not longer be performed from the
power supply device, by removing the one battery pack and
switching such that the controller of the other battery pack
controls the entirety of the power supply device, it is
possible to continue the supply of power, and it is possible
to improve the durability and the reliability of the entirety of
the power supply device. In this case, since each controller
receives a supply of power from each battery pack to
operate, due to the controller of the other battery pack
performing intermittent operation so as to suppress power
consumption while the one battery pack performs the supply
of power, it is possible to suppress the power consumption
during standby in which the supply of power is not per-
formed to lengthen the duration. In a case in which a main
body is connected to each of the one battery pack and the
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other battery pack via a power line, and the supply of power
is performed from the one battery pack, if the voltage level
of the power line is monitored, it is possible to easily
determine whether the supply of power is being performed
from the one battery pack. When the one battery pack and
the other battery pack activate at the same time, since it may
not be possible to determine whether or not the supply of
power is being performed even if the voltage level of the
power line is monitored, it is preferable to prohibit the one
battery pack and the other battery pack from activating at the
same timing.

Therefore, in the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a controller which controls the entirety of the
power supply device is included in each of the one battery
pack and the other battery pack, each of the one battery pack
and the other battery pack is mounted to be freely attachable
and detachable in relation to the main body of the power
supply device, and the one battery pack and the other battery
pack are prohibited from activating at the same time.
Accordingly, it is possible to simply set the operational
mode of the one battery pack to an ordinary mode in which
the supply of power is performed, and the operational mode
of the other battery pack to a standby mode in which the
supply of power is not performed. As a result, it is possible
to realize a lengthening in the time of the duration of the
supply of power and the stable supply of power using a
simple configuration.

Hereinafter, specific description will be given of an
example of the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion with reference to the drawings. In each diagram which
is referred to, the same portions will be given the same
symbols, and redundant description relating to the same
portions will generally be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining power supply device 1
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. In the exemplary embodiment, a portable power
supply device for backup use which supplies AC power to
AC load 14 and is capable of supplying a direct current load
to DC load 16 is assumed as power supply device 1. Power
supply device 1 is provided with main body 10, and first
battery pack 12a and second battery pack 126 which are
collectively referred to as battery pack 12. First battery pack
12a and second battery pack 125 are installed to be freely
attachable and detachable in relation to main body 10. Main
body 10 is provided with inverter 20 (also referred to as
power converter), converter 22, operation unit 24, activation
manager 26, first power line 28, second power line 30, and
communication line 32. First battery pack 12a is provided
with first battery module 40a, first charging switch 42a, first
discharging switch 44a (also referred to as first switch), first
controller 46a, first positive electrode terminal 48a, and first
negative electrode terminal 50a. Second battery pack 126 is
provided with second battery module 405, second charging
switch 4254, second discharging switch 445 (also referred to
as second switch), second controller 465, second positive
electrode terminal 485, and second negative electrode ter-
minal 505.

Hereinafter, as necessary, first battery module 40a and
second battery module 405 may be collectively referred to as
battery module 40. Similarly, first charging switch 42a and
second charging switch 426 may be collectively referred to
as charging switch 42, first discharging switch 44a and
second discharging switch 445 may be collectively referred
to as discharging switch 44, and first controller 46a and
second controller 465 may be collectively referred to as
controller 46. Similarly, first positive electrode terminal 48a
and second positive electrode terminal 4856 may be collec-
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tively referred to as positive electrode terminal 48, first
negative electrode terminal 50a and second negative elec-
trode terminal 505 may be collectively referred to as nega-
tive electrode terminal 50, and first power line 28 and second
power line 30 may be collectively referred to as the power
line.

Inverter 20 discharges battery module 40 according to
instructions from controller 46, converts DC power which is
supplied from battery module 40 via the power line into AC
power, and supplies the AC power to AC load 14. When
discharging, inverter 20 manages the discharge voltage and
the discharge current according to instructions from con-
troller 46.

Converter 22 converts the voltage level of the DC power
which is supplied via the power line from battery module 40
to a predetermined voltage level and supplies the result to
DC load 16.

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining operation unit 24
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Operation unit 24 includes first state display 52a
and second state display 525 which are collectively referred
to as state display 52, and first activate/suspend button 54a
and second activate/suspend button 545 which are collec-
tively referred to as activate/suspend button 54. First state
display 52a and first activate/suspend button 544 are asso-
ciated with first battery pack 12a, and second state display
52b and second activate/suspend button 545 are associated
with second battery pack 126. The user long-pushes first
activate/suspend button 54q to instruct the activation of first
battery pack 12a, and long-pushes second activate/suspend
button 545 to instruct the activation of second battery pack
12b. Operation unit 24 outputs the activation instruction
which is input from the user to activation manager 26. First
state display 52a includes light emitting diode LDal, light
emitting diode [L.Da2, light emitting diode L.Da3, and light
emitting diode LDad4. Similarly, second state display 526
includes light emitting diode LDb1, light emitting diode
LDb2, light emitting diode LDb3, and light emitting diode
LDb 4. Operation unit 24 notifies the user of an SOC (State
Of Charge), which is an indicator which indicates the charge
state (also referred to as the charge rate) received from
controller 46, abnormality state information such as over
charging or discharging by lighting the four light emitting
diodes of state display 52. For example, operation unit 24
causes light emitting diode L.Dal or light emitting diode
LDb1 to blink based on the abnormality state information
which is received from controller 46. Operation unit 24
lights, in a graded manner, light emitting diode L.Da2, light
emitting diode [.Da3, and light emitting diode LDa 4, or,
light emitting diode LDb2, light emitting diode LDb3, and
light emitting diode L.Db4 based on the SOC which is
received from controller 46. Operation unit 24 notifies the
user of the fact that the corresponding battery pack is in
standby mode by causing all four of the light emitting diodes
to blink.

Activation manager 26 prohibits first battery pack 12¢ and
second battery pack 125 from activating at the same timing.
In a case in which the user long-pushes first activate/suspend
button 54a and second activate/suspend button 545 at the
same time and instructs the activation of each of first battery
pack 12a and second battery pack 124, activation manager
26 prohibits both first battery pack 12a and second battery
pack 125 from activating. On the other hand, in a case in
which the user long-pushes either first activate/suspend
button 54a or second activate/suspend button 545 and
instructs the activation of either first battery pack 12a or
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second battery pack 125, activation manager 26 allows the
activation of battery pack 12 which is indicated.

FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining activation manager 26
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Activation manager 26 includes first selector 56
and second selector 58. First selector 56 includes first
switcher 60 and second switcher 62, and second selector 58
includes third switcher 64 and fourth switcher 66. First
switcher 60, second switcher 62, third switcher 64, and
fourth switcher 66 are mechanical switches, for example.
First switcher 60 includes contact U. Similarly, second
switcher 62 includes contact V, third switcher 64 includes
contact X, and fourth switcher 66 includes contact Y.

Contact U is a contact for switching the output from first
power line 28 to the input side of third switcher 64. Contact
V is a contact for switching the output from fourth switcher
66 to the input side of first battery pack 12a. Contact X is a
contact for switching the output from first switcher 60 to the
input side of second battery pack 125. Contact Y is a contact
for switching the output from first power line 28 to the input
side of second switcher 62.

Activation manager 26 determines the connection state of
first switcher 60 and second switcher 62 in accordance with
second activate/suspend button 545 being long-pushed. Spe-
cifically, when second activate/suspend button 545 is long-
pushed, the first contact (the contact of the top side of FIG.
3) of each of first switcher 60 and second switcher 62 is
closed, and if not, the second contact (the contact of the
bottom side of FIG. 3) of each of first switcher 60 and
second switcher 62 is closed. Similarly, activation manager
26 determines the connection state of third switcher 64 and
fourth switcher 66 in accordance with first activate/suspend
button 54a being long-pushed. Specifically, when first acti-
vate/suspend button 54aq is long-pushed, the first contact of
each of third switcher 64 and fourth switcher 66 is closed,
and if not, the second contact of each of third switcher 64
and fourth switcher 66 is closed.

When second activate/suspend button 546 is not being
long-pushed (that is, the second contact of each of first
switcher 60 and second switcher 62 is closed), when first
activate/suspend button 54a is long-pushed (that is, the first
contact of each of third switcher 64 and fourth switcher 66
is closed), activation manager 26 outputs the voltage level of
the first power line to first battery pack 12a. When first
activate/suspend button 54a is not being long-pushed (that
is, the second contact of each of third switcher 64 and fourth
switcher 66 is closed), when second activate/suspend button
54b is long-pushed (that is, the first contact of each of first
switcher 60 and second switcher 62 is closed), activation
manager 26 outputs the voltage level of the first power line
to second battery pack 125.

On the other hand, if first activate/suspend button 54a and
second activate/suspend button 545 are not long-pushed
(that is, the second contact of each of first switcher 60,
second switcher 62, third switcher 64, and fourth switcher
66 is closed), activation manager 26 does not output the
voltage level of the first power line to first battery pack 12a
and second battery pack 125. When first activate/suspend
button 54a and second activate/suspend button 545 are
long-pushed (that is, the first contact of each of first switcher
60, second switcher 62, third switcher 64, and fourth
switcher 66 is closed), activation manager 26 does not
output the voltage level of the first power line to first battery
pack 12a and second battery pack 125.

When controller 46 receives the voltage level of the first
power line from activation manager 26, controller 46
executes an activation process. In this manner, activation
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manager 26 performs instruction of activation in relation to
first controller 46a and second controller 465 such that first
battery pack 124 and second battery pack 125 do not activate
at the same timing.

Return to FIG. 1. First power line 28 is wiring for
connecting the plus side of battery module 40 to the plus side
of each of inverter 20 and converter 22. Second power line
30 is wiring for connecting the minus side of battery module
40 to the minus side of each of inverter 20 and converter 22.
Communication line 32 transmits and receives command
signals and the like between controller 46 and inverter 20
using a transmission system which conforms to the EIA-485
standard, for example.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining battery pack 12
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Battery pack 12 includes, in addition to battery
module 40, charging switch 42, discharging switch 44,
positive electrode terminal 48, and negative electrode ter-
minal 50 which are described above, reverse current pre-
vention circuit 45, terminal voltage meter 70, power line
voltage meter 72, current meter 74, temperature meter 76,
and SCP 78. In the same manner as battery module 40 and
the like described above, in a case in which these are
included in first battery pack 12a, they are denoted as first
reverse current prevention circuit 45a, first terminal voltage
meter 70a, first power line voltage meter 72a, first current
meter 74a, first temperature meter 76a, and first SCP 78a. In
a case in which these are included in second battery pack
125, they are denoted as second reverse current prevention
circuit 45b, second terminal voltage meter 705, second
power line voltage meter 725, second current meter 745,
second temperature meter 765, and second SCP 7864.

Battery module 40 is formed from one or more secondary
batteries. The secondary batteries which are included in
battery module 40 are lithium ion batteries or nickel hydride
batteries, for example. In FIG. 4, battery module 40 is
formed by a plurality of secondary batteries which are
connected in series; however, the number of secondary
batteries which form battery module 40 may be one. A
portion or all of the secondary batteries which are included
in battery module 40 may be connected to each other in
parallel. In the exemplary embodiment, discharging and
charging mean the discharging and the charging of battery
module 40 as long as there is no particular explanation.

Charging switch 42 is a switching element which is
disposed between negative electrode terminal 50 and current
meter 74. Discharging switch 44 is a switching element
which is disposed between reverse current prevention circuit
45 and current meter 74. It is possible to use an n-type
MOSFET (Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect Tran-
sistor), which is a semiconductor switch, for example, as the
switching element. An IGBT (Insulated Gate Bipolar Tran-
sistor), a GaN transistor, a SiC transistor, or the like may be
used instead of the n-type MOSFET. Reverse current pre-
vention circuit 45 is a parallel circuit of a switching element
and a diode which is disposed between discharging switch
44 and second power line 30. The cathode terminal of the
diode of reverse current prevention circuit 45 is connected to
discharging switch 44, and the anode terminal is connected
to second power line 30. The diode of reverse current
prevention circuit 45 may be a parasitic diode of the switch-
ing element. In order to realize seamless switching of battery
packs 12, it is preferable for the switching source battery
pack 12 and the switching destination battery pack 12 to
both be connected to second power line 30. However, since
the switching source battery pack 12 has a higher voltage
than the switching destination battery pack 12, when the
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switching source battery pack 12 and the switching desti-
nation battery pack 12 are both connected to second power
line 30, there is a concern that current will flow in reverse
from the switching destination battery pack 12 to the switch-
ing source battery pack 12. Therefore, when switching
battery packs 12, the switching element of reverse current
prevention circuit 45 is set to an open state such that the
switching source battery pack 12 is connected to discharging
switch 44 and second power line 30 via the diode of reverse
current prevention circuit 45. Accordingly, since the switch-
ing source battery pack 12 is connected to second power line
30 via the diode of reverse current prevention circuit 45, it
is possible to prevent current from flowing in reverse from
the switching destination battery pack 12.

Positive electrode terminal 48 is a terminal for connecting
the plus side of battery module 40 to the plus side of a
charger which is not depicted. Negative electrode terminal
50 is a terminal for connecting the minus side of battery
module 40 to the minus side of a charger which is not
depicted.

Terminal voltage meter 70 is disposed between battery
module 40 and discharging switch 44, and detects voltage
value Vd of a terminal voltage of each of the plurality of
secondary batteries (potential difference between the posi-
tive electrode and the negative electrode of each of the
plurality of secondary batteries) which form battery module
40. Terminal voltage meter 70 outputs voltage value Vd of
each of the secondary batteries which is detected is output to
controller 46.

Power line voltage meter 72 is disposed between dis-
charging switch 44 and the power line, and detects voltage
value Vpl of the potential difference between first power line
28 and second power line 30. Power line voltage meter 72
outputs voltage value Vpl which is detected to controller 46.
Current meter 74 (for example, a shunt resistance) is dis-
posed between SCP 78 and charging switch 42 and discharg-
ing switch 44, and measures current value Id of the current
which flows in battery module 40. Current meter 74 outputs
current value Id which is detected to controller 46. Tem-
perature meter 76 (for example, a thermistor) detects tem-
perature Td of battery module 40 (for example, the surface
temperature of battery module 40). Temperature meter 76
outputs temperature Td which is detected to controller 46.
SCP 78 secondarily protects the secondary batteries by
blowing an embedded fuse such that battery module 40 does
not enter an over-voltage state.

Controller 46 manages the entirety of power supply
device 1. Controller 46 includes an ordinary mode, a standby
mode, and a suspension mode as operational modes. The
ordinary mode is an operational mode in which discharging
switch 44 is set to a closed state, and a supply of power is
performed from battery module 40, via inverter 20 or
converter 22, to AC load 14 or DC load 16. In the ordinary
mode, controller 46 receives the supply of power from
battery module 40 and operates. The standby mode is an
operational mode in which discharging switch 44 is set to an
open state, and a supply of power is not performed to AC
load 14 or DC load 16. Even in the standby mode, controller
46 receives the supply of power from battery module 40 and
operates; however, controller 46 operates while alternately
repeating a sleep state in which processing is suspended and
an active state in which processing is executed such that the
power consumption in controller 46 is lower than in the
ordinary mode. The suspension mode is an operational mode
in which controller 46 is suspended without receiving the
supply of power from battery module 40. Controller 46 sets
discharging switch 44 to the open state when transitioning to
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the suspension mode. In the exemplary embodiment, it is
assumed that battery pack 12 is removed to be charged.
Therefore, charging switch 42 is in the open state regardless
of the operational mode; however, when it is detected that a
charger is connected to battery pack 12 via positive electrode
terminal 48 and negative electrode terminal 50, controller 46
sets charging switch 42 to the closed state and executes
charging control. Controller 46 includes pack controller 80
which controls battery pack 12 side, and main body con-
troller 82 which controls main body 10 side. Pack controller
80 includes state detector 84 and operational mode control-
ler 86. First battery pack 12a includes first pack controller
80¢ and first main body controller 82a, and first pack
controller 80a includes first state detector 84a and first
operational mode controller 86a. In the same manner, sec-
ond battery pack 125 includes second pack controller 805
and second main body controller 825, and second pack
controller 805 includes second state detector 845 and second
operational mode controller 864.

State detector 84 uses the battery-state data which
includes current value Id, voltage value Vd, and temperature
Td to estimate the battery state such as the SOC of battery
module 40, an SOH (State Of Health) which is an index
indicating the degree of deterioration, internal resistance R,
permissible charging and discharging power, and the like.
When state detector 84 detects an abnormality state such as
over-charging, over-discharging, low temperature, or high
temperature, state detector 84 outputs the abnormality state
as abnormality state information.

For example, state detector 84 integrates current values Id
which are received from current meter 74 and estimates the
SOC of each of the secondary batteries. State detector 84
may estimate open voltage OCV (Open Circuit Voltage) of
each of the secondary batteries from voltage value Vd which
is received from terminal voltage meter 70, and refers to an
SOC-OCYV table which denotes the relationship between the
SOC and the OCV to estimate the SOC.

For example, using equation (1) and equation (2) denoted
below, state detector 84 estimates the SOH of each of the
secondary batteries based on a variation value of the esti-
mated SOC, and the current integration value in a period
which is necessary for the variation.

SOH=(FCC/Ci)x100 o)

FCC=(Q1/ASOC)x100 @

Here, FCC (Full Charge Capacity) indicates the full
charge capacity of the secondary batteries, Ci indicates the
initial capacity (the design capacity) of the secondary bat-
teries, ASOC indicates the change value of the SOC, and Qt
indicates the zone capacity (the current integration value)
which is necessary for ASOC. In other words, SOH is
defined by the proportion of full charge capacity FCC in
relation to initial capacity Ci. As is clear from the definition
of SOH, when the degree of degradation becomes greater,
the SOH becomes smaller.

For example, state detector 84 refers to the SOC-R table
which denotes the relationship between the SOC and inter-
nal resistance R while allowing for the estimated SOH and
temperature Td which is received from temperature meter
76, and estimates internal resistance R.

Operational mode controller 86 determines the opera-
tional mode of controller 46. When operational mode con-
troller 86 receives an activation instruction from activation
manager 26 in the suspension mode, operational mode
controller 86 refers to voltage value Vpl which is received
from power line voltage meter 72, and determines whether
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to operate in the ordinary mode or to operate in the standby
mode. Therefore, operational mode controller 86 compares
voltage value Vpl to a first threshold value. At the timing at
which the activation instruction is received from activation
manager 26, its own discharging switch 44 is in the open
state. Accordingly, if voltage value Vpl is greater than the
first threshold value, the other battery pack 12 is already in
the ordinary mode and is performing the supply of power to
inverter 20. In this case, operational mode controller 86
determines that operation will be performed in the standby
mode. On the other hand, if voltage value Vpl is less than or
equal to the first threshold value, no battery packs 12 in the
ordinary mode are present. In this case, operational mode
controller 86 determines that operation will be performed in
the ordinary mode.

When a plurality of battery packs 12 refer to voltage value
Vpl at the same timing, it is determined that no battery packs
12 in the ordinary mode are present, and there is a possibility
that a plurality of battery packs 12 operate in the ordinary
mode at the same time. In the exemplary embodiment, since
the activation of a plurality of battery packs 12 is prohibited
by activation manager 26, operational mode controller 86 is
capable of determining the operational mode without mak-
ing an erroneous determination.

When determining the operational mode, operational
mode controller 86 is also capable of referring to whether
communication is being performed with the inverter via
communication line 32. In a case in which the other battery
pack 12 is already in the ordinary mode and is performing
the supply of power to inverter 20, since the discharging
control, command signals and the like are transmitted and
received via communication line 32. Therefore, in a case in
which voltage value Vpl is smaller than the first threshold
value and communication is not being executed with the
inverter via communication line 32, operational mode con-
troller 86 may determine that operation is to be performed in
the ordinary mode. Accordingly, it is possible to more
accurately determine the operational mode, and it is possible
to further improve the reliability.

When the SOC of battery module 40 becomes low in the
ordinary mode, operational mode controller 86 performs
instruction via communication line 32 to the other battery
pack 12 which is in the standby mode to transition to the
ordinary mode. Hereinafter, for convenience of explanation,
it is assumed that the operational mode of first battery pack
12a is the ordinary mode, and the operational mode of
second battery pack 125 is the standby mode. When the SOC
of first battery module 40a becomes lower than the third
threshold value (also referred to as a predetermined thresh-
old value), first operational mode controller 86a sets the
switching element of first reverse current prevention circuit
454 to the open state, and performs instruction to second
battery pack 1256 via communication line 32 to transition to
the ordinary mode. If the SOC of second battery module 405
becomes greater than the fourth threshold value (third
threshold value<fourth threshold value), second operational
mode controller 865 which receives the instruction via
communication line 32 sets the switching element of second
reverse current prevention circuit 456 to the closed state, sets
second discharging switch 445 to the closed state, and
transitions to the ordinary mode. Second operational mode
controller 864 notifies first battery pack 12a via communi-
cation line 32 of the fact that second operational mode
controller 865 is transitioned to the ordinary mode. First
operational mode controller 86a which receives the notifi-
cation via communication line 32 sets first discharging
switch 44a to the open state, and subsequently transitions to
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the suspension mode. Since the supply of power from first
battery pack 12a is continued until second battery pack 125
transitions to the ordinary mode, it is possible to realize a
seamless switching of battery packs 12.

Main body controller 82 includes inverter controller 88
and display controller 90. First main body controller 82a
includes first inverter controller 88a and first display con-
troller 90a. Similarly, second main body controller 825
includes second inverter controller 885 and second display
controller 905.

Inverter controller 88 transmits and receives command
signals and the like between inverter controller 88 and
inverter 20 via communication line 32, and executes the
discharging control. Display controller 90 outputs the SOC
and the abnormality state information which are received
from state detector 84 to operation unit 24.

Description will be given of the operation of controller 46
according to the configuration which is described above.
FIG. 5 is an operational flowchart relating to the setting
control of the operational modes. Power line voltage meter
72 detects voltage value Vpl (S10). Operational mode con-
troller 86 compares voltage value Vpl with first threshold
value (S11). If voltage value Vpl is smaller than first
threshold value (N in S11), operational mode controller 86
monitors communication line 32 (S12). Operational mode
controller 86 analyzes the signal being propagated on com-
munication line 32 and confirms whether or not it is possible
to extract a command signal or the like to be transmitted or
received between operational mode controller 86 and
inverter 20 (S13). If communication is not being executed
with inverter 20 (N in S13), operational mode controller 86
sets the operational mode to the ordinary mode (S14). In a
case in which voltage value Vpl is greater than or equal to
the first threshold value (Y in S11) or in a case in which
communication is being executed with inverter 20 (Y in
S13), operational mode controller 86 sets the operational
mode to the standby mode (S15).

FIG. 6 is an operational flowchart relating to the transition
control of the operational modes. First state detector 84a
detects the SOC of first battery module 40a (S20). First
operational mode controller 86a compares the SOC with
third threshold value (S21). If the SOC is smaller than the
third threshold value (Y in S21), first operational mode
controller 86a instructs second battery pack 125 to transition
to the ordinary mode (S22). When second battery pack 125
transitions to the ordinary mode (Y in S23), first operational
mode controller 86a transitions to the suspension mode.

According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, first battery pack 12« includes first battery mod-
ule 40a and first controller 46a. Second battery pack 125
includes second battery module 405 and second controller
46b. First battery pack 12a and second battery pack 125 are
installed to be freely attachable and detachable in relation to
main body 10. Activation manager 26 performs the activa-
tion instruction such that first controller 46a and second
controller 465 do not activate at the same timing. First
controller 46a which activates earlier operates in the ordi-
nary mode in which power is supplied from first battery
module 40a to AC load 14. Second controller 465 which
activates later operates in the standby mode in which power
is not supplied from second battery module 405 to AC load
14. Therefore, it is possible to accurately determine the
operational mode of two battery packs 12, and it is possible
to improve the durability and the reliability of the entirety of
the power supply device. Second controller 465 alternately
repeats the active state in which the processing is executed
and the sleep state in which the processing is suspended.
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Therefore, since it is possible to suppress the power con-
sumption of second controller 465 and it is possible to
decrease a reduction in the SOC of second battery module
405 during the standby mode, it is possible to lengthen the
time of the duration of the supply of power. First battery
module 40q is connected to inverter 20 by the power line via
first discharging switch 44a, and second battery module 405
is connected to inverter 20 by the power line via second
discharging switch 44b4. Operational mode controller 86
determines the operational mode based on voltage value Vpl
of the power line when discharging switch 44 is in the open
state. Therefore, it is possible to realize a stable supply of
power using a simple configuration. First battery pack 12a
is installed in main body 10 in the suspension mode, and
when first operational mode controller 86a determines that
operation is to be performed in the ordinary mode, first
discharging switch 44a is set to the closed state. Therefore,
it is possible to accurately determine the operational mode.
Second battery pack 1254 is installed in main body 10 in the
suspension mode, and when second operational mode con-
troller 865 determines that operation is to be performed in
the standby mode, first discharging switch 44a maintained in
the open state. Therefore, it is possible to accurately deter-
mine the operational mode. When the SOC of first battery
module 40a becomes lower than the third threshold value,
first operational mode controller 86a performs instruction on
second battery pack 125 to transition to the ordinary mode,
and when second battery pack 125 transitions to the ordinary
mode, first operational mode controller 86a sets first dis-
charging switch 44a to the open state and transitions to the
suspension mode. Therefore, it is possible to switch from
first battery pack 12a to second battery pack 125 without
interrupting the supply of power, and it is possible to realize
a lengthening in time and a stabilization in the supply of
power.

Above, description is given based on the exemplary
embodiment. The exemplary embodiment is exemplary, and
it is understood by the person of ordinary skill in the art that
various modified examples to combinations of the configu-
ration elements and the processing processes are possible,
and that such modified examples fall within the scope of the
present invention.

In the exemplary embodiment which is described above,
description is given of an example of power supply device
1 which is provided with two battery packs. On this point,
power supply device 1 may be provided with three or more
battery packs, a single battery pack may operate in the
ordinary mode, and the remaining battery packs may operate
in the standby mode.

The invention according to the exemplary embodiment
may be specified by the items which are described herein-
after.

[Ttem 1]

A power supply device including a power converter and
capable of supplying power to a load, including a first
battery pack which includes a first battery module including
a plurality of batteries, and a first controller which is
supplied with power from the first battery module and
controls an entirety of the power supply device, and which
is installed to be freely attachable and detachable in relation
to a main body of the power supply device, a second battery
pack which includes a second battery module including a
plurality of batteries, and a second controller which is
supplied with power from the second battery module and
controls the entirety of the power supply device, and which
is installed to be freely attachable and detachable in relation
to the main body of the power supply device, and an
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activation manager which instructs activation of the first
controller and the second controller such that the first
controller and the second controller do not activate at a same
timing, in which in a case in which the first controller
activates earlier than the second controller, the first control-
ler controls the entirety of the power supply device and
operates in an ordinary mode in which power is supplied
from the first battery module to the load, and the second
controller operates in a standby mode in which power is not
supplied from the second module to the load while the first
controller is operating in the ordinary mode.

[Ttem 2]

The power supply device of item 1, in which the second
controller alternately repeats an active state in which pro-
cessing is executed and a sleep state in which processing is
suspended.

[Ttem 3]

The power supply device of item 2, in which the first
battery pack includes a first switch and the first battery
module is connected by a power line via the power converter
and the first switch, and the second battery pack includes a
second switch and the second battery module is connected
by the power line via the power converter and the second
switch, and in which the first controller or the second
controller determines that operation is to be performed in
either the ordinary mode or the standby mode based on a
voltage level of the power line when the first switch or the
second switch is in an open state.

[Ttem 4]

The power supply device of item 3, in which the first
battery pack is attached in the main body of the power
supply device with the first switch in an open state, and the
first controller switches the first switch to a closed state
when it is determined that operation is to be performed in the
ordinary mode.

[Ttem 5]

The power supply device of item 4, in which the second
battery pack is installed in the main body of the power
supply device with the second switch in an open state, and
the second controller maintains the second switch in an open
state when it is determined that operation is to be performed
in the standby mode.

[Ttem 6]

The power supply device of item 5, in which the first
controller includes a first state detector which detects a
charge state of the first battery module, and when the charge
state of the first battery module becomes lower than a
predetermined threshold value, the first controller instructs
the second controller to transition to the ordinary mode, and
when the second controller transitions to the ordinary mode
and the second switch switches to a closed state, the first
controller transitions to a suspension mode in which opera-
tion is suspended, and switches the first switch to an open
state.

The power supply device according to the present inven-
tion is applicable to portable backup power sources and the
like.

The invention claimed is:

1. A power supply device including a power converter and
capable of supplying power to a load, comprising:

a first battery pack which includes a first battery module
including a plurality of batteries, and a first controller
which is supplied with power from the first battery
module and controls an entirety of the power supply
device, and which is installed to be freely attachable
and detachable in relation to a main body of the power
supply device;
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a second battery pack which includes a second battery
module including a plurality of batteries, and a second
controller which is supplied with power from the
second battery module and controls the entirety of the
power supply device, and which is installed to be freely
attachable and detachable in relation to the main body
of the power supply device; and

an activation manager which instructs activation of the
first controller and the second controller such that the
first controller and the second controller do not activate
at a same timing,

wherein the first battery pack includes a first switch and
the first battery module is connected by a power line via
the power converter and the first switch, and the second
battery pack includes a second switch and the second
battery module is connected by the power line via the
power converter and the second switch,

wherein in a case in which the first controller activates
earlier than the second controller, the first controller
controls the entirety of the power supply device, con-
nects the first battery module to the power line by
controlling an open or closed state of the first switch
and operates in an ordinary mode in which power is
supplied from the first battery module to the load, and
the second controller operates in a standby mode in
which power is not supplied from the second module to
the load, and disconnects the second battery module
from the power line by controlling an open or closed
state of the second switch while the first controller is
operating in the ordinary mode, and

wherein in a case in which the second controller activates
earlier than the first controller, the second controller
controls the entirety of the power supply device, con-
nects the second battery module to the power line by
controlling the open or closed state of the second
switch and operates in an ordinary mode in which
power is supplied from the second battery module to
the load, and the first controller operates in a standby
mode in which power is not supplied from the first
module to the load, and disconnects the first battery
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module from the power line by controlling the open or
closed state of the second switch while the second
controller is operating in the ordinary mode.

2. The power supply device of claim 1,

wherein each of the first controller and the second con-
troller alternately repeats an active state in which
processing is executed and a sleep state in which
processing is suspended, in the standby mode.

3. The power supply device of claim 2,

wherein the first controller or the second controller deter-
mines that operation is to be performed in either the
ordinary mode or the standby mode based on a voltage
level of the power line when the first switch or the
second switch is in an open state.

4. The power supply device of claim 3,

wherein the first battery pack is attached to the main body
of the power supply device with the first switch in an
open state, and the first controller switches the first
switch to a closed state when it is determined that
operation is to be performed in the ordinary mode.

5. The power supply device of claim 4,

wherein the second battery pack is attached to the main
body of the power supply device with the second
switch in an open state, and the second controller
maintains the second switch in an open state when it is
determined that operation is to be performed in the
standby mode.

6. The power supply device of claim 5,

wherein the first controller includes a first state detector
which detects a charge state of the first battery module,
and when the charge state of the first battery module
becomes lower than a predetermined threshold value,
the first controller instructs the second controller to
transition to the ordinary mode, and when the second
controller transitions to the ordinary mode and the
second switch switches to a closed state, the first
controller transitions to a suspension mode in which
operation is suspended, and switches the first switch to
an open state.



