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MAGNETIC POSITION DETECTION
APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus that magnetically detects a movement of a
magnetic mobile object.

2. Background Art

There is a detection apparatus formed of a magneto-elec-
tric converting element and a magnet to magnetically detect a
movement of a magnetic mobile object. The magneto-electric
converting element referred to herein means an element
whose electric resistance value varies with a magnetic field
applied thereto, such as an MR (Magneto-Resistance) ele-
ment. Because a magnetic field to be applied to the magneto-
electric converting element by the magnet varies in associa-
tion with a movement of the magnetic mobile object opposed
to the magnet, the movement of the magnetic mobile object
can be detected as a variance of the electric resistance value.

For example, a magnetic position detection apparatus dis-
closed in Japanese Patent No. 3682052 (Patent Document 1)
is, as is shown in FIG. 19, provided to be spaced apart from a
magnetic mobile object 500, which has a radially-protruding
tooth portion on a circumference thereof and rotates in a
circumferential direction, above a plane surface of the mag-
netic mobile object 500. The magnetic position detection
apparatus includes a processing circuit portion 502 having a
bridge circuit formed of first and second magneto-electric
converting elements 501a and 5015, a magnet 503 that
applies a magnetic field to the first and second magneto-
electric converting elements 501« and 50156 in a direction of
a rotational axis line 504 of the magnetic mobile object 500,
and a flux guide 505. When viewed along the direction of the
rotational axis line 504, the second magneto-electric convert-
ing element 5015 is disposed substantially on a center line in
a circumferential width dimension of the magnet 503 while
the first magneto-electric converting element 501a is dis-
placed toward the magnetic mobile object 500 with respect to
the second magneto-electric converting element 5015. Owing
to this configuration, a differential output is obtained from
outputs of the first and second magneto-electric converting
elements 501a and 5015.

Further, the flux guide 505 made of a magnetic material is
provided between the processing circuit portion 502 and the
magnet 503 to prevent dispersion of a magnetic flux. The flux
guide 505 has a pair of protrusions mutually opposing with a
spacing in the circumferential direction of the magnetic
mobile object 500. The second magneto-electric converting
element 5015 is disposed substantially on a center line
between a pair of the protrusions. The first magneto-electric
converting element 501« is disposed on the side of one of the
protrusions.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 3682052

According to the magnetic position detection apparatus in
the related art disclosed in Patent Document 1, the bridge
circuit is formed of the first and second magneto-electric
converting elements 5014 and 5015 and, as is shown in FIGS.
20A and 20B, the first and second magneto-electric convert-
ing elements 501a and 5024 are disposed with a spacing N.
Accordingly, there is a difference between times at which the
first and second magneto-electric converting elements 501a
and 5015 are opposed to a tooth portion or a slot portion of the
magnetic mobile object 500 in association with a movement
of'the magnetic mobile object 500. This time difference gives
rise to a phase difference in variance of the electric resistance
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values of the respective magneto-electric converting elements
501a and 5015. Hence, a differential output of the bridge
circuit varies more abruptly than in a case where the bridge
circuit is formed of a single magneto-electric converting ele-
ment (the other one is a resistor made of non-magnetic metal).
Spatial resolution can be thus enhanced.

Incidentally, in a case where the bridge circuit is formed of
a plurality of magneto-electric converting elements, when the
electric resistance values of the respective magneto-electric
converting elements are not equal, that is, in a case where
detection sensitivities to a magnetic field of the respective
magneto-electric converting elements and a magnetic field to
be applied thereto are not the same, such differences appear as
a differential output of the bridge circuit.

For example, in a case where magneto-electric converting
elements have magnetic anisotropy, the sensitivity varies with
a change of an angle at which the magnetic field is applied to
the magneto-electric converting elements. Even when the
magnetic position detection apparatus is present solely and
not opposed to a magnetic mobile object, sensitivities of the
respective magneto-electric converting elements differ due to
a difference in angle at which the magnetic field is applied to
the respective magneto-electric converting elements by the
magnet. When magnetic anisotropy varies depending on per-
formance of the magneto-electric converting elements, such a
variance in magnetic anisotropy is reflected on a differential
output of the bridge circuit formed of a plurality of the mag-
neto-electric converting elements, thereby causing a variance
of the differential output.

In a case where a magnetic position detection apparatus
having a bridge circuit formed of a plurality of magneto-
electric converting elements as in Patent Document 1 above is
manufactured, a magnetic characteristic (sensitivity) of the
magneto-electric converting elements and a combining posi-
tion of the magneto-electric converting elements and the
magnet (a magnetic field applied to the respective magneto-
electric converting elements) vary from apparatus to appara-
tus in manufacturing. Accordingly, a variance of the sensitiv-
ity together with a variance of the magnetic field increases a
variance of the differential output of the bridge circuit in
comparison with cases where the bridge circuit is formed of a
resistor made of non-magnetic metal or where the bridge
circuit is formed of a single magneto-electric converting ele-
ment and a resistor made of non-magnetic metal. The manu-
facturing variances may be controlled strictly or adjustments
may be performed during the fabrication sequence as coun-
termeasures. However, either countermeasure makes the
manufacturing difficult and further increases the manufactur-
ing costs.

Also, in a case where sensitivities differ among a plurality
of magneto-electric converting elements forming the bridge
circuit as described above, a difference in sensitivity also
appears for temperatures. Because a temperature character-
istic of a differential output of the bridge circuit is large, the
temperature characteristic varies considerably.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention therefore has an object to provide an inex-
pensive magnetic position detection apparatus by reducing a
variance of a signal and thereby facilitating the manufactur-
ing and further to improve characteristics of the magnetic
position detection apparatus.

A magnetic position detection apparatus according to one
aspect of the invention includes a substrate, a magnet, a bridge
circuit, and a detection circuit. The bridge circuit includes
first and second magneto-electric converting elements. The
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first and second magneto-electric converting elements are
provided on the substrate and electric resistance values
thereof vary with a variance of a magnetic field in association
with a movement of a magnetic mobile object. The detection
circuit detects a movement of the magnetic mobile object on
the basis of a differential output of the bridge circuit. The
second magneto-electric converting element is, when viewed
along a magnetization direction of the magnet, disposed on or
in a vicinity of a first straight line passing through a center
point of a magnetic pole of the magnet and parallel to a
straight line perpendicular to the magnetization direction of
the magnet and also perpendicular to a movement direction of
the magnetic mobile object. The first magneto-electric con-
verting element is disposed in such a manner that, when not
opposed to the magnetic mobile object, a component in a
substrate of a magnetic field to be applied thereto is substan-
tially same as a component in a substrate of a magnetic field
to be applied to the second magneto-electric converting ele-
ment.

According to the configuration above, when the magnetic
position detection apparatus is present solely and not opposed
to the magnetic mobile object, owing to the locations of the
first and second magneto-electric converting elements, elec-
tric resistance values of the bridge circuit formed of the first
and second magneto-electric converting elements are in bal-
ance. It thus becomes possible to suppress a variance of an
output signal of the magnetic position detection apparatus in
response to a manufacturing variance, such as a variance of
magnetic characteristics of the magneto-electric converting
elements and a variance of combining positions of the mag-
neto-electric converting elements and the magnet in compari-
son with the related art. The magnetic position detection
apparatus can be therefore manufactured more readily at a
lower cost. Further, it becomes possible to improve a charac-
teristic relating to sensitivities of the magneto-electric con-
verting elements, such as, in particular, a temperature char-
acteristic of a differential output of the bridge circuit.

The foregoing and other object, features, aspects, and
advantages of the present invention will become more appar-
ent from the following detailed description of the present
invention when taken conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a magnetic position
detection apparatus according to a first embodiment of the
invention;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are plan views of the magnetic position
detection apparatus of FIG. 1, FIG. 2A showing locations of
a substrate and a magnet and FIG. 2B showing, in enlarge-
ment, locations of first through fourth magneto-electric con-
verting elements by way of example;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are circuit diagrams of the magnetic
position detection apparatus of FIG. 1, FIG. 3A showing a
bridge circuit and a detection circuit and FI1G. 3B showing an
example of the detection circuit;

FIGS. 4(a) through 4(c) are, with a view of a magnetic
mobile object for reference, operation waveform charts of the
magnetic position detection apparatus of FIG. 1 in response to
a movement of the magnetic mobile object, FIG. 4(a) show-
ing variances of electric resistance values of the first through
fourth magneto-electric converting elements, FIG. 4(b)
showing a variance of an output voltage of a differential
amplifier circuit, and FIG. 4(c) showing a variance of an
output voltage of the magnetic position detection apparatus;
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FIGS. 5A and 5B are plan views of a magnetic position
detection apparatus as a comparative example of the first
embodiment, FIG. 5A showing locations of a substrate and a
magnet and FIG. 5B showing, in enlargement, locations of
first through fourth magneto-electric converting elements
byway of example;

FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b) are, with a view of a magnetic mobile
object for reference, operation waveform charts of the mag-
netic position detection apparatus of FIGS. 5A and 5B in
response to a movement of the magnetic mobile object, FIG.
6(a) showing variances of electric resistance values of the first
through fourth magneto-electric converting elements and
FIG. 6(b) showing a variance of an output voltage of a differ-
ential amplifier circuit;

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are, with a view of a magnetic mobile
object and a chart showing a voltage of a signal for reference,
characteristic comparison charts of the magnetic position
detection apparatuses of the first embodiment and the com-
parative example of the first embodiment when opposed to a
slot portion of the magnetic mobile object, FIG. 7(a) showing
a variance of the output voltage of the differential amplifier
circuit and FIG. 7(b) showing a variance of a temperature
characteristic of the output voltage of the differential ampli-
fier circuit;

FIGS. 8A through 8C show a magnetic position detection
apparatus according to a second embodiment of the invention,
FIG. 8A being a plan view showing locations of a substrate, a
magnet, and a flux guide, FIG. 8B being a plan view showing,
in enlargement, locations of first through fourth magneto-
electric converting elements by way of example, and FIG. 8C
being a side view showing locations of the substrate, the
magnet, and the flux guide by way of example;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are charts of magnetic field distribution
on substrate surface of the magnetic position detection appa-
ratuses of the invention, FIG. 9A showing a magnetic field
distribution in the second embodiment and FIG. 9B showing
a magnetic field distribution in the first embodiment;

FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) are, with a view of a magnetic
mobile object for reference, operation waveform charts of the
magnetic position detection apparatus of FIGS. 8A through
8C in response to a movement of the magnetic mobile object,
FIG. 10(a) showing variances of electric resistance values of
first through fourth magneto-electric converting elements and
FIG. 10(b) showing variances of output voltages of the dif-
ferential amplifier circuits;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus according to a third embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 12 is a side view showing locations of a substrate, a
magnet, and a flux guide of the magnetic position detection
apparatus of FIG. 11 by way of example;

FIG. 13 is a conceptual view used to describe an advantage
of'the flux guide of the magnetic position detection apparatus
of FIG. 11;

FIGS. 14(a) and 14(b) are, with a view of a magnetic
mobile object and a chart showing a voltage of a signal for
reference, characteristic comparative charts of the magnetic
position detection apparatuses of the first, second, and third
embodiments when opposed to a slot portion of the magnetic
mobile object, FIG. 14(a) showing a variance of an output
voltage of a differential amplifier circuit and FIG. 14(b)
showing a variance of a temperature characteristic of the
output voltage of the differential amplifier circuit;

FIGS. 15A and 15B are plan views of a magnetic position
detection apparatus according to a fourth embodiment of the
invention, FIG. 15A showing locations of a substrate, a mag-
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net, and a flux guide and FIG. 15B showing, in enlargement,
locations of first through fourth magneto-electric converting
elements by way of example;

FIGS. 16A and 16B are circuit diagrams of the magnetic
position detection apparatus of FIGS. 15A and 15B, FIG. 16A
showing a bridge circuit and a detection circuit and FIG. 16B
showing an example of the detection circuit;

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus according to a fifth embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 18 is a side view showing locations of a substrate, a
magnet, a flux guide of'the magnetic position detection appa-
ratus of FIG. 17 by way of example;

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus in the related art; and

FIGS. 20A and 20B are plan views of the magnetic position
detection apparatus of FIG. 19, FIG. 20A showing locations
of a substrate, a magnet, and a flux guide and FIG. 20B
showing, in enlargement, locations of first and second mag-
neto-electric converting elements by way of example.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention will be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 shows an example where a magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus 80 according to a first embodiment of the
invention is disposed relative to a magnetic mobile object
100.

The magnetic mobile object 100 is a substantially disc-
shaped magnetic object rotating about a rotation axis (center
axis) 103. A radially-protruding tooth portion 101 and a radi-
ally-recessed slot portion 102 are formed alternately all along
the circumference of the magnetic mobile object 100.

In order to detect a movement of the magnetic mobile
object 100, the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
disposed with a predetermined spacing from the magnetic
mobile object 100. The magnetic position detection apparatus
80 includes a substrate 1, a bridge circuit 20 including a
magneto-electric converting element 2 (see FIGS. 3A and
3B), a detection circuit 30 (see FIGS. 3A and 3B), and a
magnet 4. The bridge circuit 20 has first through fourth mag-
neto-electric converting elements 2a through 24 (see FIGS.
2 A and 2B) formed on the substrate 1. The first through fourth
magneto-electric converting elements 2a through 24 are here-
inafter also referred to collectively as the magneto-electric
converting element 2 or generally as the magneto-electric
converting elements 2.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are plan views of the magnetic position
detection apparatus 80 according to the first embodiment of
the invention. FIG. 2A shows locations of the substrate 1 and
the magnet 4 and FIG. 2B shows, in enlargement, locations of
the first through fourth magneto-electric converting elements
2a through 2d by way of example.

Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2A, a surface of the substrate
1 is disposed substantially perpendicularly to a magnetization
direction of the magnet 4 and the magneto-electric converting
elements 2a through 2d are formed on the substrate 1. The
second and third magneto-electric converting elements 25
and 2c¢ are disposed on a first straight line 104 that passes
through a center point of a magnetic pole of the magnet 4 and
is parallel to a straight line perpendicular to the magnetization
direction of the magnet 4 and also perpendicular to a move-
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ment direction of the magnetic mobile object 100. In FIG. 1
and FIGS. 2A and 2B, the magnetization direction of the
magnet 4 is a Z direction, the movement direction of the
magnetic mobile object 100 is an X direction, and the first
straight line 104 is a Y direction. With the configuration as
above, when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
not opposed to the magnetic mobile object 100, that is, when
the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is present solely,
a distribution of a magnetic field having a component in the
substrate 1 same as that of a magnetic field to be applied to the
second and third magneto-electric converting elements 26
and 2c is an isomagnetic line 10 shown in FIG. 2B. The first
and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d
are disposed on the isomagnetic line 10.

According to the configuration of the first embodiment,
when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is present
solely, all the first through fourth magneto-electric converting
elements 2a through 2d are disposed in the same magnetic
field (note, however, the component in the substrate 1). When
sensitivities of the respective magneto-electric converting
elements are equal in the same magnetic field, all the mag-
neto-electric converting elements show equal electric resis-
tance values. Normally, when the bridge circuit is formed of
a magneto-electric converting element, the magneto-electric
converting element is handled as a resistance wire. Hence, a
meander-shaped wiring pattern may be formed in order to
obtain a desired electric resistance value. Magnetic anisot-
ropy of the magneto-electric converting element may appear
depending on a shape of the wiring pattern. In this case, it
becomes necessary to incline the wiring pattern not only to
make sizes of a magnetic field equal but also to align the
orientation of the magnetic field with respect to the longitu-
dinal direction of the wire as is shown in FIG. 2B. In other
words, to be in the same magnetic field, in addition to the size
of'the magnetic field, it is necessary to align the orientation of
the magnetic field with respect to the magnetic anisotropic
axis of the magneto-electric converting element.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are circuit diagrams of the magnetic
position detection apparatus 80 according to the first embodi-
ment of the invention. FIG. 3A is a circuit diagram of the
bridge circuit 20 and the detection circuit 30, and FIG. 3B is
a circuit diagram showing an example of the detection circuit
30.

The bridge circuit 20 is formed by connecting the first and
second magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 256 in
series in this order between a power supply node Vcc and a
grounding node GND and by connecting the third and fourth
magneto-electric converting elements 2¢ and 24 in series in
this order between the power supply node Vec and the
grounding node GND and in parallel to the series-connected
first and second magneto-electric converting elements 2a and
2b. The detection circuit 30 is a circuit that detects a move-
ment of the magnetic mobile object 100 on the basis of a
differential output of the bridge circuit 20 and includes a
differential amplifier circuit 31, a signal conversion circuit
32, and a constant-voltage power supply circuit 33. FIG. 3B is
a circuit diagram showing an example of the signal conver-
sion circuit 32 in the detection circuit 30. In the signal con-
version circuit 32, a comparison circuit 34 converts an analog
output of the differential amplifier circuit 31 to a digital
output for an open collector output circuit to output a final
output voltage Vout at “1” or “0”.

FIGS. 4(a) through 4(c) are operation waveform charts of
the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to the
first embodiment of the invention in response to a movement
of the magnetic mobile object 100. With a view of the mag-
netic mobile object 100 for reference, FIG. 4(a) shows vari-
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ances of the electric resistance values of the first through
fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a through 2d,
FIG. 4(b) shows a variance of an output voltage A of the
differential amplifier circuit 31, and FIG. 4(c) shows a vari-
ance of an output voltage Vout of the magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus 80.

Because a magnetic field applied from the magnet 4 to the
respective magneto-electric converting elements 2 varies in
association with a movement of the magnetic mobile object
100, each shows a variance of the electric resistance value as
shown in FIG. 4(a). Normally, in order to confer a large
variance of the magnetic field in association with a movement
of the magnetic mobile object 100, the magnetic mobile
object 100 adopts a shape in which a large step (a difference
of distances to the tooth and slot portions from the magnetic
position detection apparatus 80) is provided between the
tooth portion 101 and the slot portion 102. In the first embodi-
ment, too, a large step is provided along the idea described
above. Then, an electric resistance value when opposed to the
slotportion 102 is substantially equal to the electric resistance
value when not opposed to the magnetic mobile object 100,
that is, when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
present solely. Accordingly, the electric resistance values of
the first through fourth magnetic-electric converting elements
2a through 2d when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the
magnetic mobile object 100 are all equal. FIG. 4(5) shows a
variance of the output voltage A of the differential amplifier
circuit 31 in association with a movement of the magnetic
mobile object 100. This waveform obtained by an output of
the bridge circuit 20 indicates that the output voltage A is a
voltage when the electric resistance values of the bridge cir-
cuit 20 are in balance when opposed to the slot portion 102 of
the magnetic mobile object 100 whereas the electric resis-
tance values of bridge circuit 20 become unbalanced when
opposed to the tooth portion 101, which causes the voltage A
to vary.

Comparative Example of First Embodiment

In order to describe advantages of the first embodiment of
the invention, a comparative example of the first embodiment
will now be described.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are plan views of a magnetic position
detection apparatus according to a comparative example of
the first embodiment of the invention. FIG. SA shows loca-
tions of a substrate 1 and a magnet 4 and FIG. 5B shows, in
enlargement, locations of first through fourth magneto-elec-
tric converting elements 2a through 2d by way of example.

The first embodiment is characterized in that when the
magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is present solely and
not opposed to the magnetic mobile object 100, the first and
fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d are
disposed on the isomagnetic line 10 on which a component in
the substrate 1 of a magnetic field to be applied thereto is the
same as that of a magnetic field to be applied to the second and
third magneto-electric converting elements 25 and 2¢. On the
contrary, according to the comparative example, the first and
fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d are
disposed out of the isomagnetic line 10, so that a component
in the substrate 1 of a magnetic field to be applied to the first
and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d
differs from that of a magnetic field to be applied to the second
and third magneto-electric converting elements 256 and 2c.
The rest of the configuration of the comparative example is
the same as that of the first embodiment above.

FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b) are operation waveform charts of the
magnetic position detection apparatus according to the com-
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8

parative example of the first embodiment of the invention in
response to a movement of the magnetic mobile object 100.
With a view of the magnetic mobile object 100 for reference,
FIG. 6(a) shows a variance of the electric resistance values of
the first through fourth magneto-electric converting elements
2a through 24 and FIG. 6(b) shows a variance of the output
voltage A of the differential amplifier circuit 31.

In association with a movement of the magnetic mobile
object 100, the respective magneto-electric converting ele-
ments 2 show variances of the electric resistance values as are
shown in FIG. 6(a). In this comparative example, too, as in the
first embodiment above, the electric resistance values when
opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic mobile object
100 are substantially equal to those when the magnetic posi-
tion detection apparatus is present solely and not opposed to
the magnetic mobile object 100. A difference from the first
embodiment is that the electric resistance values of the first
and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d
when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic mobile
object 100 are different from those of the second and third
magneto-electric converting elements 26 and 2c¢. In other
words, according to an operation of the comparative example,
when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic mobile
object 100, the electric resistance values of the bridge circuit
20 become unbalanced. FIG. 6(b) shows a variance of the
output voltage A of the differential amplifier circuit 31 in
association with a movement of the magnetic mobile object
100. It should be noted that a difference between a variation of
the electric resistance values of the second and third magneto-
electric converting elements 26 and 2¢ and a variation of the
electric resistance values of the first and fourth electric resis-
tance elements 2a and 24 is an amplitude of the output voltage
A. In this comparative example, because sensitivities of the
first and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and
2d are lower than those in the first embodiment above, the
difference becomes larger and the amplitude of the output
voltage A becomes wider.

Characteristic Comparison Between First
Embodiment and Comparative Example Thereof

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are characteristic comparison charts of
the magnetic position detection apparatuses 80 of the first
embodiment and the comparative example of the first
embodiment. With a view of the magnetic mobile object 100
and a chart showing a voltage of a signal A for reference, FIG.
7(a) shows a variance of the output voltage A of the differen-
tial amplifier circuit 31 and FIG. 7() shows a variance of a
temperature characteristic of the output voltage A of the dif-
ferential amplifier circuit 31 when opposed to the slot portion
102 of the magnetic mobile object 100.

A difference between the first embodiment and the com-
parative example of the first embodiment is a state of balance
of'the electric resistance values of the bridge circuit 20 when
opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic mobile object
100, and this state appears in the output voltage A of the
differential amplifier circuit 31. Accordingly, a variance of
the output voltage A and a variance of the temperature char-
acteristic of the output voltage A were evaluated. For evalu-
ation, 30 substrates 1 each provided with the magneto-electric
converting elements 2 and 10 aluminum holders each enclos-
ing the magnet 4 and used to combine the substrate 1 and the
magnet 4 together were prepared. Samples were fabricated by
successively combining the 30 substrates 1 with the respec-
tive aluminum holders and an output voltage A was measured.
FIG. 7(a) shows an average value of variances of the output
voltage A and FIG. 7(b) shows an average value of variances
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of'a variation of the output voltage A (temperature character-
istic of the output voltage A) from room temperature to 150°
C. It isunderstood from FIG. 7(a) that a variance of the output
voltage A is smaller in the first embodiment. Also, it is under-
stood from FIG. 7(b) that there is little temperature charac-
teristic of the output voltage A in the first embodiment
whereas there is a temperature characteristic of the output
voltage A in the comparative example and further that a
variance of the temperature characteristic of the output volt-
age A is smaller in the first embodiment. This is because
balance of the electric resistance values of the bridge circuit
20 when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic
mobile object 100 is so good in the first embodiment that the
bridge circuit 20 becomes able to function sufficiently, which
prevents a variance of the magnetic characteristic of the mag-
neto-electric converting elements 2 from appearing in the
output voltage A. In view of the foregoing evaluation, there
can be confirmed an advantage that components in the sub-
strate 1 of a magnetic field to be applied to the respective
magneto-electric converting elements 2 forming the bridge
circuit 20 when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the mag-
netic mobile object 100 or when the magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus 80 is present solely can be the same.

Second Embodiment

A magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to a
second embodiment of the invention is an improved example
of'the first embodiment above and additionally includes a flux
guide between a magneto-electric converting element 2 and a
magnet 4.

FIGS. 8A through 8C are plan views and a side view of the
magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to the
second embodiment of the invention. FIG. 8A is a plan view
showing locations of a substrate 1, a magnet 4, and a flux
guide 5. FIG. 854 is a plan view showing, in enlargement,
locations of first through fourth magneto-electric converting
elements 2a through 2d by way of example. FIG. 8C is a side
view showing locations of the substrate 1, the magnet 4, and
the flux guide 5 by way of example.

Referring to FIGS. 8A and 8B, a surface of the substrate 1
is substantially perpendicular to a magnetization direction of
the magnet 4 and the flux guide 5 has a surface perpendicular
to the magnetization direction of the magnet 4. When viewed
along the magnetization direction of the magnet 4, the flux
guide 5 is symmetrical with respect to a first straight line 104.
The second and third magneto-electric converting elements
2b and 2¢ are disposed on the first straight line 104. The first
and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d
are disposed on an isomagnetic line 10 on which a component
in the substrate 1 of a magnetic field to be applied thereto is
the same as that of a magnetic field to be applied to the second
and third magneto-electric converting elements 26 and 2¢
when not opposed to the magnetic mobile object 100, that is,
when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is present
solely. Because of the presence of the flux guide 5, the iso-
magnetic line 10 is linear as is shown in FIG. 8B and the first
and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d
are disposed closer to the magnetic mobile object 100 than in
the first embodiment above with the wiring pattern of the
magneto-electric converting elements being hardly inclined.
Further, referring to FI1G. 8C, a center point of the flux guide
5 is disposed closer to the magnetic mobile object 100 than a
center point of the magnetic pole of the magnet 4. It should be
noted that the flux guide 5 is disposed in a +Y direction with
respect to the magnet 4 in FIGS. 8A through 8C.
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According to the configuration of the second embodiment,
it is necessary that the plane dimension of the flux guide 5 is
larger than a plane including all the magneto-electric convert-
ing elements 2. The flux guide 5 is to play a role of the
magnetic pole of the magnet 4 on the side of the flux guide 5
and the flux guide 5 is thus enabled to control the magnetic
field distribution on the periphery of the magneto-electric
converting elements 2. In other words, the magneto-electric
converting elements 2 are not disposed in a magnetic field
directly from the magnet 4 but disposed, via the flux guide 5,
in a magnetic field distribution formed by the flux guide 5.

Further, according to the configuration of the second
embodiment, the flux guide 5 has an advantage of shifting the
magnetic pole of the magnet 4 on the side of the flux guide 5
closer to the magnetic mobile object 100. Incidentally, in
order to obtain a differential output of the bridge circuit 20 at
a wider amplitude in response to a movement of the magnetic
mobile object 100, it is desirable to bring the magnetic posi-
tion detection apparatus 80 to the closer proximity to the
magnetic mobile object 100. By taking the foregoing into
consideration, the magneto-electric converting element 2 is
disposed at a position closer to the magnetic mobile object
100 and this configuration is achieved by shifting the mag-
netic pole of the magnet 4 on the side of the magneto-electric
converting element 2 closer to the magnetic mobile object
100.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are charts of magnetic field distribution
on the surface of the substrate 1 of the magnetic position
detection apparatuses 80 of the invention. FIG. 9A is a mag-
netic field distribution chart of the second embodiment with
the flux guide 5 and FIG. 9B is a magnetic field distribution
chart of the first embodiment without the flux guide 5.

An advantage of the flux guide 5 provided in the second
embodiment will now be described. As can be understood
from the drawing, the flux guide 5 is of a rectangular shape
when viewed along the magnetization direction of the magnet
4. Hence, by providing the flux guide 5 above the magnet 4,
the magnetic field distribution on the surface of the substrate
1 takes substantially a rectangular shape. In addition, because
the center point of the flux guide 5 is disposed closer to the
magnetic mobile object 100 than the center point of the mag-
netic pole of the magnet 4, the magnetic field distribution
shifts closer to the magnetic mobile object 100. An intention
of'the shape of the flux guide 5 is to form a linear portion in the
isomagnetic line. For example, even when the magnetic field
distribution on the surface of the substrate 1 moves due to a
variance occurring when the magneto-electric converting ele-
ment 2 and the magnet 4 are combined together, the second
and third magneto-electric converting elements 2b and 2¢ and
the first and fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a
and 24 hardly come out of the isomagnetic line. An intention
of'the location of the flux guide 5 is to provide the isomagnetic
line on the surface of the substrate 1 closer to the magnetic
mobile object 100. Owing to this configuration, as has been
described above, it becomes possible to obtain a differential
output of the bridge circuit 20 at a wider amplitude in
response to a movement of the magnetic mobile object 100.

Each of the shape and the location of the flux guide 5 in the
second embodiment is means of the present application. Each
is means actually realized in a more effective manner to
stabilize a differential output of the bridge circuit 20, which is
anadvantage of the application, by disposing a plurality of the
magneto-electric converting elements 2 forming the bridge
circuit 20 on the isomagnetic line on the surface of the sub-
strate 1 when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
present solely. It should be noted, however, that the shape of
the flux guide 5 has an advantage of adjusting the magnetic
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field distribution on the surface of the substrate 1 and the
intention of the second embodiment described above is a
mere example. Accordingly, in order to obtain a desired mag-
netic field distribution, the flux guide 5 is not necessarily of a
rectangular shape and can be of an arbitrary shape.

FIGS.10(a) and 10(b) are operation waveform charts of the
magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to the
second embodiment of the invention in response to a move-
ment of the magnetic mobile object 100. With a view of the
magnetic mobile object 100 for reference, FIG. 10(a) shows
variances of the electric resistance values of the first through
fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a through 2d
and FIG. 10(b) shows a variance of an output voltage A of the
differential amplifier circuit 31.

Referring to FIG. 10(a), the electric resistance values of the
first through fourth magneto-electric converting elements 2a
through 24 when opposed to the slot portion 102 of the mag-
netic mobile object 100 are all equal. Also, owing to the
location of the flux guide 5, the magneto-electric converting
element 2 is disposed closer to the magnetic mobile object
100. Hence, in comparison with the first embodiment above,
variances of the electric resistance values of the second and
third magneto-electric converting elements 26 and 2¢ are
particularly noticeable. Hence, the amplitude of the output
voltage A of the differential amplifier circuit 31 becomes
wider in FIG. 10(b).

Third Embodiment

A magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to a
third embodiment of the invention includes, as with the sec-
ond embodiment above, a flux guide 5 made of a magnetic
material between a magneto-electric converting element 2
and a magnet 4. The flux guide 5 is, however, of a shape
different from the shape of the counterpart in the second
embodiment above and it is an improved example of the
counterpart in the second embodiment above.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the magnetic position
detection apparatus 80 according to the third embodiment of
the invention showing a location thereofrelative to a magnetic
mobile object 100 by way of example.

FIG. 12 is a side view showing locations a substrate 1, a
magnet 4, and a flux guide 5 of the magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus 80 according to the third embodiment of the
invention by way of example.

As are shown in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12, a surface of the
substrate 1 is substantially perpendicular to a magnetization
direction of the magnet 4 and the flux guide 5 has a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the magnet 4
and includes first and second protrusions 5a and 54 protrud-
ing in a direction to come closerto a virtual plane, which is the
surface of the substrate 1 extended virtually. When viewed
along the magnetization direction of the magnet 4, the first
and second protrusions 5a and 56 are symmetrical with
respect to the first straight line 104 and provided with a
spacing in a direction perpendicular to the first straight line
104, and second and third magneto-electric converting ele-
ments 2b and 2¢ are disposed on the first straight line 104 and
substantially on a center line between a pair of the protrusions
5a and 5b. The first and fourth magneto-electric converting
elements 2a and 24 are disposed on an isomagnetic line on
which a component in the substrate 1 of a magnetic field to be
applied thereto is the same as that of a magnetic field to be
applied to the second and third magneto-electric converting
elements 26 and 2¢ when the magnetic position detection
apparatus 80 is present solely and not opposed to the magnetic
mobile object 100. The first and fourth magneto-electric con-
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verting elements 2a and 2d are disposed on the side closer to
the first and second protrusions 5a and 56 than the second and
third magneto-electric converting elements 25 and 2c¢, respec-
tively.

FIG. 13 is a conceptual view used to describe an advantage
of the flux guide 5 of the magnetic position detection appa-
ratus 80 according to the third embodiment of the invention.

The flux guide 5 of the third embodiment has the first and
second protrusions Sa and 56 and these protrusions 5a and 56
make a magnetic field distribution on the surface of the sub-
strate 1 more preferable. For example, as is shown in FIG. 13
(a broken line indicates a magnetic flux), a magnetic flux
heading toward the protrusion is formed in the vicinity of the
protrusion. Hence, when viewed along the magnetization
direction of the magnet 4, the direction of the magnetic flux
changes to a direction perpendicular to the first straight line
104. Accordingly, the rectangular shape of the magnetic field
distribution on the surface of the substrate 1 described in the
second embodiment above takes a more square shape. For
example, even when the magnetic field distribution on the
surface of the substrate 1 moves due to a variance occurring
when the magneto-electric converting element 2 and the mag-
net 4 are combined together, the second and third magneto-
electric converting elements 26 and 2¢ and the first and fourth
magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 24 hardly come
out of the isomagnetic line.

FIGS. 14(a) and 14(b) are characteristic comparison charts
among the magnetic position detection apparatuses 80 of the
first, second, and third embodiments. With a view of the
magnetic mobile object 100 and a chart showing a voltage of
a signal A for reference, FIG. 14(a) shows a variance of an
output voltage A of a differential amplifier circuit 31 and FIG.
14(b) shows a variance of a temperature characteristic of the
output voltage A of the differential amplifier circuit 31 when
opposed to the slot portion 102 of the magnetic mobile object
100.

In any of the embodiments above, the electric resistance
values of the bridge circuit 20 when opposed to the slot
portion 102 of the magnetic mobile object 100 are in good
balance owing to the means of the application. However,
because the magnetic field distribution on the surface of the
substrate 1 differs because of a difference of the respective
configurations, each has different robustness against a manu-
facturing variance, such as a variance of the magnetic char-
acteristic of the magneto-electric converting elements and a
variance of the combined positions of the magneto-electric
converting elements and the magnet. Accordingly, a variance
of'the output voltage A of the differential amplifier circuit 31
was actually evaluated in the same manner as in the first
embodiment above (FIGS. 7(a) and 7(5)). FIG. 14(a) shows
anaverage value of variances of the output voltage A and FIG.
14(b) shows an average value of variances of a variation of the
output voltage A (temperature characteristic of the output
voltage A) from room temperature to 150° C. According to
FIG. 14(a), a variance of the output voltage A becomes larger
in order of the third, second, and first embodiments. Also,
according to FIG. 14(5), there is substantially no temperature
characteristic of the output voltage A in any of the embodi-
ments. However, a variance of the temperature characteristic
of the output voltage A becomes larger in order of the third,
second, and first embodiments. The robustness against a
manufacturing variance is therefore the highest in the third
embodiment.

Fourth Embodiment

A magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to a
fourth embodiment of the invention is a modification of the
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third embodiment above and it is an example of the basic
configuration of the invention.

FIGS.15A and 15B are plan views of the magnetic position
detection apparatus 80 according to the fourth embodiment of
the invention. FIG. 15A shows locations of a substrate 1, a
magnet 4, and a flux guide 5 and FIG. 15B shows, in enlarge-
ment, locations of first and second magneto-electric convert-
ing elements 2a and 26 by way of example.

A magneto-electric converting element 2 of the fourth
embodiment is of the same configuration as the magneto-
electric converting element 2 described in the third embodi-
ment above except that the third and fourth magneto-electric
converting elements 2¢ and 2d are omitted.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are circuit diagrams of the magnetic
position detection apparatus 80 according to the fourth
embodiment of the invention. FIG. 16 A is a circuit diagram of
a bridge circuit 20 and a detection circuit 30 and FIG. 16B is
circuit diagram showing an example of the detection circuit
30.

Regarding the circuit of the fourth embodiment, two resis-
tance wires 21a and 215 made of a non-magnetic metal are
used instead of the third and fourth magneto-electric convert-
ing elements 2¢ and 24 in the circuit described in the first
embodiment above to form the bridge circuit 20. A midpoint
voltage of the series-connected two resistance wires 21a and
215b made of non-magnetic metal is set at a fixed value. On the
contrary, a midpoint voltage of the series-connected first and
second magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 25 var-
ies with a variance of a magnetic field to be applied thereto. It
thus becomes possible to detect a movement of a magnetic
mobile object 100.

The fourth embodiment is a modification of the third
embodiment above and the magneto-electric converting ele-
ment 2 forming the bridge circuit 20 is formed of the first and
second magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 26 by
omitting the third and fourth magneto-electric converting
elements 2¢ and 2d. This embodiment is therefore the funda-
mental (basic example) of the configuration of the bridge
circuit 20. The same modification (basic example) may be
also applied to the first and second embodiments above.

Fifth Embodiment

A magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to a
fifth embodiment of the invention includes, as in the third
embodiment above, a flux guide 5 made of a magnetic mate-
rial between a magneto-electric converting element 2 and a
magnet 4. The flux guide 5 is, however, of a different shape
from the counterpart in the third embodiment above and it is
an improved example of the counterpart in the third embodi-
ment above.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of the magnetic position
detection apparatus 80 according to the fifth embodiment of
the invention to show a location thereof relative to a magnetic
mobile object 100 by way of example.

FIG. 18 is a side view showing locations of a substrate 1, a
magnet 4, and a flux guide 5 of the magnetic position detec-
tion apparatus 80 according to the fifth embodiment of the
invention by way of example.

As are shown in FIG. 17 and FIG. 18, the flux guide 5 is of
a shape having first and second protrusions 5a and 55 as the
flux guide 5 in the third embodiment above and additionally
having a portion recessed in a concave shape to be spaced
apart from the substrate 1, that is, a dent 5C in the vicinity of
a center between the first and second protrusions 5a and 54.
When viewed along a magnetization direction of the magnet
4, the flux guide 5 is of'a shape and at alocation such that apart
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of'the dent 5C overlaps the second and third magneto-electric
converting elements 25 and 2¢ and a part of the rest of the flux
guide 5 except for the dent 5C overlaps the first and fourth
magneto-electric converting elements 2a and 2d.

When the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
present solely and not opposed to the magnetic mobile object
100, the dent 5C of the flux guide 5 of the fifth embodiment
that is spaced apart from the substrate 1 in the vicinity of the
center between the first and second protrusions 5a and 55 is
provided so as not to interfere with formation of a satisfactory
magnetic field distribution of a square shape in a component
in the substrate 1 of a magnetic field to be applied to the
magneto-electric converting element 2 as in the third embodi-
ment above. In addition, the respective magneto-electric con-
verting elements 2 are disposed at positions at which each
comes closer to the magnetic mobile object 100 when
opposed to a tooth portion 101 of the magnetic mobile object
100 and therefore in a state where each undergoes a large
variance of a magnetic field. At the same time, the dent 5C
exerts an advantage of applying, to the second and third
magneto-electric converting elements 25 and 2¢, a magnetic
field (however, a component in the substrate 1) larger than the
one to be applied to the first and fourth magneto-electric
converting elements 2a and 2d. In brief, the fifth embodiment
is an example of the most effective configuration to achieve
the object of the application. It is configured in such a manner
that a differential output of the bridge circuit 20 is stabilized
satisfactorily to have high robustness against a manufacturing
variance when the magnetic position detection apparatus 80 is
present solely and that a differential output of the bridge
circuit 20 at a sufficiently wide amplitude can be obtained
when opposed to the magnetic mobile object 100.

Sixth Embodiment

A magnetic position detection apparatus 80 according to a
sixth embodiment of the invention uses a GMR element as a
magneto-electric converting element. The GMR element is a
device sensitive to a field in a substrate and has a markedly
larger magneto-resistance effect than an MR element.
Accordingly, the GMR element enables a magnetic position
detection apparatus at a high S-to-N ratio and is therefore
suitably used.

Hereinafter, respective components will be described.
Magneto-Electric Converting Element

As has been described, the magneto-electric converting
element 2 is an element whose electric resistance value varies
with a magnetic field to be applied thereto and includes mag-
neto-resistance elements, such as an MR (Magneto-Resis-
tance) element, a GMR (Giant Magneto-Resistance) element,
a TMR (Tunnel Magneto-Resistance) element, and a semi-
conductor device, such as a hall element. It should be noted,
however, that the magneto-electric converting element 2 of
interest in the application means a device sensitive to afield in
a substrate having sensitivity to a magnetic field in the direc-
tion on the surface of the substrate 1 where the element is
formed on.

Substrate

The substrate 1 can be made of any material suitable to
form the magneto-electric converting element 2 and an Si
substrate provided with various inter-layer dielectric films
and the like are used. Either a so-called hybrid configuration
in which the bridge circuit 20 is formed on the substrate 1 and
the detection circuit 30 is formed on another separate sub-
strate 3 or a so-called monolithic configuration in which both
the bridge circuit 20 and the detection circuit 30 are provided
onthe substrate 1 canbe adopted. In the case of the monolithic
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configuration, the substrate 1 can be any substrate capable
forming an IC. Besides a normally used Si substrate, a GaAs
substrate and an SiC substrate having high heat resistance are
also available.
Magnet

The magnet 4 can be of any type (material) and shape (size)
as long as it has a capability of applying an optimal magnetic
field to the magneto-electric element 2. Any of types includ-
ing a bond magnet, an iron-based magnet, a ferrite magnet, a

rare-earth magnet, and an amorphous magnet is available. 10

Also, the magnet 4 can be of any shape. The reason why the
magnet 4 is of substantially a square pyramidal shape in the
respective embodiments above is because a shape having a
surface is handled more readily when the position of the
magnet 4 is determined or the magnetization direction is
determined.

Flux Guide

The flux guide 5 can be of any type (material) as long as it
has a capability of applying an optimal magnetic field to the
magneto-electric converting element 2. Any of soft magnetic
materials having high saturation magnetic permeability, such
as Fe, Co, and Ni and alloy thereof, is available and, among
others, an Fe-based material is suitable.

Various modifications and alterations of this invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art without departing from
the scope and spirit of this invention, and it should be under-
stood that this is not limited to the illustrative embodiments
set forth herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A magnetic position detection apparatus, comprising:

a substrate;

a magnet that applies a magnetic field in a z-direction

perpendicularly to the substrate;

a bridge circuit comprising at least first and second mag-
neto-electric converting elements provided on the sub-
strate, each of which having an electric resistance value
that varies with a variance of a magnetic field in asso-
ciation with a movement of a magnetic mobile object;
and

a detection circuit that detects the movement of the mag-
netic mobile object according to an output of the bridge
circuit,

wherein:

the detection circuit detects the movement of the magnetic
mobile object on the basis of a voltage at a connection
node of the first and second magneto-electric converting
elements;

a surface of the substrate is substantially perpendicularto a
magnetization direction of the magnet;

the second magneto-electric converting element is, when
viewed along the magnetization direction of the magnet,
disposed: (a) on a first straight line passing through a
center point of a magnetic pole of the magnet and a
rotation axis of the magnetic mobile object, the first
straight line being parallel to the substrate; or (b) dis-
posed in a vicinity of the first straight line;

the magnetic field applied by the magnet on the magneto-
electric converting elements is not uniform at each of the
magneto-electric converting elements; and

the first magneto-electric converting element is disposed in
such a manner that, in the absence of the magnetic
mobile object, an electric resistance value of the first
magneto-electric converting element is substantially
equal to an electric resistance value of the second mag-
neto-electric converting element when the magnetic
field applied by the magnet is not uniform at each of the
magneto-electric converting elements,
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wherein the magnetic anisotropic axis of both the first
magneto-electric converting element and the second
magneto-electric converting element are aligned along a
same isomagnetic line passing through the first mag-
neto-electric converting element and the second mag-
neto-electric converting element in the absence of the
magnetic mobile object.

2. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 1, further comprising:

a flux guide made of a magnetic material and provided
between the first and second magneto-electric convert-
ing elements and the magnet,

wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net;

the flux guide is, when viewed along the magnetization
direction of the magnet, of a symmetrical shape with
respect to the first straight line;

the flux guide is of a shape and at a location such that a part
of a plate surface thereof overlaps the first and second
magneto-electric converting elements; and

a center point of the flux guide is disposed closer to the
magnetic mobile object than the center point of the mag-
netic pole of the magnet.

3. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 2, wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net and provided with first and second protrusions pro-
truding in a direction coming closer to a virtual plane,
which is the surface of the substrate extended virtually,
with a spacing in a direction perpendicular to the first
straight line; and

the first magneto-electric converting element is disposed
on a side of one of the protrusions with respect to the
second magneto-electric converting element.

4. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 2, wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net and provided with first and second protrusions pro-
truding in a direction coming closer to a virtual plane,
which is the surface of the substrate extended virtually,
with a spacing in a direction perpendicular to the first
straight line and a dent recessed concavely so as to be
spaced apart from the substrate in a vicinity of a center
between the first and second protrusions;

the second magneto-electric converting element is, when
viewed along the magnetization direction of the magnet,
disposed in such a manner that a part thereof overlaps the
dent; and

the first magneto-electric converting element is disposed in
such a manner that a part thereof overlaps a rest of the
flux guide except for the dent.

5. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein:

the bridge circuit further includes third and fourth mag-
neto-electric converting elements provided on the sub-
strate, each of which has an electric resistance value that
varies with the variance of the magnetic field in associa-
tion with the movement of the magnetic mobile object;

the detection circuit detects the movement of the magnetic
mobile object on the basis of a voltage difference
between the voltage at the connection node of the first
and second magneto-electric converting elements and a
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voltage at a connection node of the third and fourth
magneto-electric converting elements;

the third magneto-electric converting element is, when
viewed along the magnetization direction of the magnet,
disposed: (a) on the first straight line, or (b) in the vicin-
ity of the first straight line thereof, and

the third and fourth magneto-electric converting elements
are disposed in such a manner that, when not opposed to
the magnetic mobile object, a z-direction component of
the magnetic field applied by the magnet on the third and
fourth magneto-electric converting elements is substan-
tially the same as a z-direction component of the mag-
netic field applied by the magnet to the first and second
magneto-electric converting elements.

6. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 5, further comprising:

a flux guide made of a magnetic material and provided
between the first through fourth magneto-electric con-
verting elements and the magnet,

wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net;

the flux guide is, when viewed along the magnetization
direction of the of the magnet, of a symmetrical shape
with respect to the first straight line;

the flux guide is of a shape and at a location such that a part
of a plate surface thereof overlaps the first and second
magneto-electric converting elements; and

a center point of the flux guide is disposed closer to the
magnetic mobile object than the center point of the mag-
netic pole of the magnet.

7. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 6, wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net and provided with first and second protrusions pro-
truding in a direction to come closer to a virtual plane,
which is the surface of the substrate extended virtually,
with a spacing in a direction perpendicular to the first
straight line; and

the first and fourth magneto-electric converting elements
are disposed closer to the protrusions than the second
and third magneto-electric converting elements, respec-
tively.

8. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 6, wherein:

the flux guide is of a plate-like shape having a surface
perpendicular to the magnetization direction of the mag-
net and provided with first and second protrusions pro-
truding in a direction coming closer to a virtual plane,
which is the surface of the substrate extended virtually,
with a spacing in a direction perpendicular to the first
straight line and a dent recessed concavely so as to be
spaced apart from the substrate in a vicinity of a center
between the first and second protrusions;

the second and third magneto-electric converting elements
are, when viewed along the magnetization direction of
the magnet, disposed in such a manner that a part thereof
overlaps the dent; and

the first and second magneto-electric converting elements
are disposed in such a manner that a part thereof overlaps
a rest of the flux guide except for the dent.

9. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein:

the magneto-electric converting elements are giant mag-
neto-resistance elements.
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10. The magnetic position detection apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein:

the magneto-electric converting elements are disposed in
such a manner that, when opposed to a slot portion of the
magnetic mobile object provided with a tooth portion
and the slot portion along a periphery thereof, the elec-
tric resistance values of all the magneto-electric convert-
ing elements are substantially equal to each other when
the magnetic field applied to the magneto-electric con-
verting elements is substantially equal to the magnetic
field applied by the magnet.

11. A magnetic position detection apparatus, comprising:

a substrate;

a magnet having a magnetization in a z-direction perpen-
dicular to a surface of the substrate;

a bridge circuit comprising a first magneto-electric con-
verting element (MECE), a second MECE, a third
MECE, and a fourth MECE disposed on the surface,
each of which has an electric resistance value that varies
with a variance of a magnetic field in association with a
movement of a magnetic mobile object;

a detection circuit configured to detect the movement of the
magnetic mobile object according to an output of the
bridge circuit;

wherein:

the magnetic field applied by the magnet on the magneto-
electric converting elements is not uniform at each ofthe
magneto-electric converting elements;

the first, second, third and fourth MECEs are disposed on
the surface such that, in the absence of the magnetic
mobile object, the resistances of each of the MECEs are
substantially equal to each other when the magnetic field
applied by the magnet is not uniform at each of the
magneto-electric converting elements,

wherein the magnetic anisotropic axis of each of the first,
second, third and fourth MECEs are aligned along a
same isomagnetic line passing through each of the first,
second, third and fourth MECEs in the absence of the
magnetic mobile object.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein:

the first, second, third and fourth MECEs have substan-
tially the same shape;

the first, second, third and fourth MECEs are disposed on
the surface such that, in the absence of the magnetic
mobile object, the distribution of the z-component of the
magnetic field on each of the MECEs is substantially
identical with each other.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

the first and fourth MECEs are disposed at an angle with
respect to the second and the third MECEs.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein:

each of the MECESs comprises a wiring pattern comprising
aplurality of wires substantially parallel with each other
and connected in series to each other;

the wiring patterns of the MECEs are substantially identi-
cal with each other;

corresponding wires of each of the MECEs follow a same
isomagnetic line; and

the isomagnetic line is substantially a curved line.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein:

the second and the third MECEs are disposed on a central-
line parallel with the surface and perpendicular to a
movement direction of the magnetic mobile object, and
the central-line passes through a center point of a pole-
surface of the magnet;

the second and the third MECEs are intertwined with each
other; and
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the first and the fourth MECEs are disposed off the central
line.

16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the bridge com-

prises:

a first node connecting the first and third MECEs;

a second node connecting the first and second MECEs;

a third node connecting the second and third MECEs;

a fourth node connecting the third and fourth MECEs; and

wherein the output comprises a voltage at the second node
and a voltage at the fourth node.

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

the first, second, third and fourth MECEs are parallel with
each other;

the second and the third MECEs are disposed on a central-
line parallel with the surface and perpendicular to a
movement direction of the magnetic mobile object, the
central-line passing through a center point of a pole-
surface of the magnet;

the second and the third MECEs are intertwined with each
other; and

the first and the fourth MECEs are disposed off the central
line.

18. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

the first, second, third and fourth MECEs are parallel with
each other;

each of the MECEs comprises a wiring pattern comprising
aplurality of wires substantially parallel with each other
and connected in series to each other;

the wiring patterns of the MECEs are substantially identi-
cal with each other;

corresponding wires of each of the MECEs follow a same
isomagnetic line; and

the isomagnetic line is substantially a straight line.

19. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the bridge com-

prises:

a first node connecting the first and third MECEs;

a second node connecting the first and second MECEs;

a third node connecting the second and third MECEs;

a fourth node connecting the third and fourth MECEs; and

wherein the output comprises a voltage at the second node
and a voltage at the fourth node.

20. A magnetic position detection apparatus, comprising:

a substrate;

a magnet having a magnetization in a z-direction perpen-
dicular to a surface of the substrate;

a bridge circuit comprising at least a first MECE and a
second MECE disposed on the surface, each of which

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

20

has an electric resistance value that varies with a vari-
ance of the magnetic field in association with a move-
ment of a magnetic mobile object; and

a detection circuit configured to detect the movement of the
magnetic mobile object according to an output of the
bridge circuit, the output comprising a voltage at a con-
nection node of the first and second MECEs;

wherein:

the first MECE is disposed on a central-line parallel with
the surface and passing through the rotation axis of the
magnetic mobile object and through a center point of a
pole-surface of the magnet;

the second MECE is disposed off the central-line and is
spaced apart from the first MECE;

the magnetic field applied by the magnet on the magneto-
electric converting elements is not uniform at each ofthe
magneto-electric converting elements; and

the first MECE and the second MECE are disposed on the
surface such that, in the absence of the magnetic mobile
object, the resistances of the first MECE and the second
MECE are substantially equal to each other when the
magnetic field applied by the magnet is not uniform at
each of the magneto-electric converting elements,

wherein the magnetic anisotropic axis of the first MECE
and the second MECE are aligned along a same isomag-
netic line passing through the first MECE and the second
MECE in the absence of the magnetic mobile object.

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein:

the first MECE and the second MECE have substantially
the same shape; and

the first MECE and the second MECE are disposed on the
surface such that, in the absence of the magnetic mobile
object, the distribution of the z-component of the mag-
netic field on the first MECE is substantially identical
with the distribution of the Z-component of the magnetic
field on the second MECE.

22. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein:

each of the MECESs comprises a wiring pattern comprising
aplurality of wires substantially parallel with each other
and connected in series to each other;

the wiring patterns of the MECEs are substantially identi-
cal with each other; and

corresponding wires of each of the MECEs follow a same
isomagnetic line.

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the isomagnetic

line is substantially a straight line.
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