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(57) ABSTRACT

A security appliance includes: a network port enabling direct
connection to a gateway; a storage module having stored
thereon firmware for operating the security appliance; and a
processor that executes the program code of the firmware.
The firmware configures the appliance to: establish a seam-
less communication interface with a connected gateway;
monitor traffic coming into and going out from the con-
nected gateway; and identify traffic anomalies within the
monitored traffic. The firmware further configures the appli-
ance to: in response to identifying one or more of the traffic
anomalies: forward information about the identified traffic
anomalies to a centralized database for evaluation and
reporting; and initiate steps to prevent further occurrence of
the traffic anomalies, without user approval.
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[ sTART > 600

A 4
establish a seamless communication interface with a connected consumer router or network
access device 602

\ 4
actively reroute communications of the primary and secondary devices so that the devices
interface with the appliance as the router 604

A 4
monitor all incoming and outgoing traffic at the connected network access device
606

A

dynamically collect primary device metrics associated with the user location network
608

) 4
dynamically collects secondary device metrics unique to the user location network
610

Y

performs automated tuning of security controls based on a characterization of a
communication profile of the local network access device 812

\ 4
collect additional metrics by actively scanning the inbound and outbound communication
traffic and appliance 616

\ 4
temporarily store the collected metrics and additional metrics within the local storage
618

A 4
identify traffic anomalies within the monitored traffic
620

4
block and filter out unwanted and undesirable traffic associated with the anomalies in both
the inbound and outbound communications

622

§

generate one or more alerts and filters the captured data in preparation for forwarding to a
remote server database;
624

Forward the filtered information to centralized database
626

(&0 ) FIG. 6
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¢ START ) ,

A 4
integrate into the home security system via an application programming interface (API) that
receives notifications from a securely registered home security system 702

\ 4
provide a client application that can securely register with and push or pull similar
notifications to or from the API of the home security system
104

Y

identifies security system traffic generated by the connected home security system
706

A 4
monitor security system traffic and detect security event/alarm activity within security system
108

) 4
automatically raise a level of network security profile to counter any potential attempts to
breach the home network 710

\ 4
record metrics related to the period before, during, and after detection of the alarm/security
event to enable additional post-event analysis 712

FIG. 7
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integrate into the home security system via an application programming interface (API) that
receives notifications from a securely registered home security system 802

y

determines whether a setting of an away mode of a connected home security system is
detected
804

v

automatically enables an “away protection” mode of the security appliance
806

v

retrieve detected data for periods of statistical change that are indicative of an “away” period
808

\ 4
mask internet bounded traffic to prevent identification of communication with the network

during away periods
810

v

autonomously generate internet traffic and communications with content to external Internet
sites in a manner that is statistically indistinguishable from communication patterns by the

user during an “at-home” period
812

A 4

[ en )

FIG. 8
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~—— 1000

/ ;'

establish a connection with the appliance(s) via public network
1002

A 4
receive and record one or more registration of enterprises that are interested in receiving
data

1004

\ 4
receive data from a plurality of different security appliances, each associated with a specific
local user network

1006

Y

aggregate data received from a plurality of network-connected security appliances
1008

Y

updates a database of historical data arranged in a format that can be queried for future
access
1010

Y

analyzes the received data for potential harm to one of the user device and an enterprise

network
1012

v

generates a report that consolidates a result of the analysis in a generalized report that is
sanitized of all personal and private data of users
1014

v

provides an application programming interface for integrating aggregate data of multiple
appliances into other applications and workflows
1016

v

forwards the generated report to one or more registered/interested parties
1018

FIG. 10
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1100
U »
( START >

Y

enable automated sharing of real-time threat intelligence between different appliances
1102

Y

detect when an update is provided for the firmware of the distributed appliances
1104

Y

push the firmware updates down to the security appliances
1106

Y

generate and forward security patch applications
1108

Y

provide log collection and analysis
1110

A 4

forwarding product upgrades and performing general maintenance of the Appliances as a

service
1112

v

FIG. 11
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ROBUST
DETECTION, ANALYTICS, AND FILTERING
OF DATA/INFORMATION EXCHANGE WITH

CONNECTED USER DEVICES IN A

GATEWAY-CONNECTED USER-SPACE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure generally relates to internet data
security and in particular to data security for defined user
spaces having devices that connect via a network portal/
gateway to a larger public network.

2. Description of the Related Art

As the world continues to evolve technologically, an
increasingly growing number of business people perform
portions of their work from locations that are remote from
their business offices/workplace. Employees and owners in
different sizes of businesses, ranging from small businesses
to large corporate organizations, often perform a significant
portion of their work on internet-connected devices from
their home. That work can involve and/or require collabo-
ration with others, email exchanges, remotely accessing an
enterprise/business network, synching with a business server
or cloud-based storage, etc., all tasks that require the user
have access to the internet. In a large number of these
situations, the home based user has a gateway device (or
gateway) installed within the home to provide the access of
the user’s mobile and home devices to the Internet, which is
a public network. These home access points can provide
connectivity for user computers, and other home based
devices, such as phones, televisions, security systems, etc.,
to the public network.

Typically, some basic security protections for the local
network can be provided at the gateway in the form of
filtering communications initiated from the internet and
obscuring discovery of the various connected mobile and
home devices. However, these security protections do not
filter the actual data that is coming in from the public
network or the data that is being transmitted out from the
home onto the public network. These gateways fail to
protect the download of malware or the subsequent trans-
missions of malware, nor do they stay current on other
rapidly evolving internet threats, leaving the home network
and devices vulnerable. The user’s device can be easily
infected or hacked due to its unprotected access to the public
network while at home.

Increasingly, enterprise businesses are being made vul-
nerable to attacks that can occur outside of the safety zone
of the on-site, secured local area network that has a team of
information technology (IT) personnel and/or embedded
protections design to prevent external access to the data
being shared within the network. While some larger enter-
prises provide their employees with a mechanism for cre-
ating a secure tunnel back to the enterprise network (e.g.,
through use of a secure virtual private network (VPN)), the
majority of businesses do not have this feature available.
And, even when deploying remote employees with these
“secure” VPN connections, the company can still be at risk
of infiltration because of the vulnerability (or lesser security)
that exists at the end user connection to the network via the
home gateway device. More importantly, with the employ-
ees remotely connecting in, from home using their at-home
gateway, the vulnerability of the business to these attacks is
an unknown quantity.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Disclosed are a security appliance, a system, and a
method for enhancing security of a user local network
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2

having a gateway (i.e., a consumer network access device)
by which a user client device accesses a connected public
network. According to one aspect, the security appliance
includes: a network port enabling direct connection to a
gateway; and a storage module having stored thereon firm-
ware for operating the security appliance. The security
appliance also includes a processor that executes the pro-
gram code of the firmware, which configures the appliance
to: establish a seamless communication interface with a
connected gateway; monitor traffic coming into and going
out from the connected gateway; and identity traffic anoma-
lies within the monitored traffic. The firmware further con-
figures the appliance to, in response to identifying one or
more of the traffic anomalies: forward information about the
identified traffic anomalies to a centralized database for
evaluation and reporting; block and filter out unwanted and
undesirable traffic associated with the anomalies in both
inbound and outbound communications, without requiring
assistance of/from a centralized database for evaluation and
response; and initiate steps to report on and prevent further
occurrence of the traffic anomalies, by generating one or
more alerts and updating a remote server database.
According to another aspect, the system includes the
aforementioned security appliance as well as a server that is
communicatively connected to the security appliance via the
network. The server has a server processor that is commu-
nicatively coupled to a secured centralized database, and
which executes server firmware that causes the server to:
receive data from a plurality of different security appliances,
each associated with a specific local user network to which
a respective appliance is connected; analyze the received
data for potential harm to one of the user device and an
enterprise network to which the user device connects; and
generate a report that consolidates a result of analyzing the
data in a generalized report, including patterns of use and
connection, of the device. The server firmware also causes
the processor to forward the generated report to one or more
interested parties subscribed to receive the report. The server
firmware further causes the server processor to: enable
automated sharing of real-time threat intelligence between
different appliances; and provide an application program-
ming interface for integrating aggregate data of multiple
appliances into other applications and workflows to provide
increased network security for remote client access to the
enterprise network and/or to provide enterprises with vis-
ibility into the network security of their remote workforce.
Additionally, the server firmware enables the server proces-
sor to also detect and/or analyze potential vulnerabilities in
a gateway (independent of detecting and analyzing an
already compromised router) in order to provide enhanced
protection against possible attacks. Also, the server firmware
enables the server to generate and forward configurable push
alerts for security issues identified by the appliances.
According to yet another aspect, the method includes:
interfacing, via a security appliance, with a local user
network device that supports external/public network con-
nectivity and information communication by one or more
user devices; detecting traffic anomalies and anomalies
within a behavior associated with Internet usage through
machine learning algorithms; in response to identifying one
or more of the traffic anomalies: forward information about
the identified traffic anomalies to a centralized database for
evaluation and reporting; and blocking out unwanted and
undesirable traffic associated with the anomalies in both
inbound and outbound communications. The method further
includes: profiling communication across the network to
automatically identify a network endpoint; dynamically tun-
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ing security controls based on the characterization of a
device’s communication profile; periodically updating a
network-wide intrusion prevention policy via accessing gen-
erally available threat intelligence; performing reputation-
based filtering of Internet communications based on that
threat intelligence; performing security assessments of a
configuration of the router; identitying and blocking man-
in-the-middle attacks on the network; and detecting and
analyzing characteristics associated with the router having
been compromised.

The above summary contains simplifications, generaliza-
tions and omissions of detail and is not intended as a
comprehensive description of the claimed subject matter
but, rather, is intended to provide a brief overview of some
of the functionality associated therewith. Other systems,
methods, functionality, features and advantages of the
claimed subject matter will be or will become apparent to
one with skill in the art upon examination of the following
figures and detailed written description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The description of the illustrative embodiments can be
read in conjunction with the accompanying figures. It will be
appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of illustration,
elements illustrated in the figures have not necessarily been
drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some of the
elements are exaggerated relative to other elements.
Embodiments incorporating teachings of the present disclo-
sure are shown and described with respect to the figures
presented herein, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustration of an example
security appliance configured with hardware and firmware to
complete the various appliance-implemented processes
described herein, according to one or more embodiments;

FIG. 2 depicts an example network security system,
including at least one example security appliances connected
across a public network to a remote management security
server, according to one or more embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram representation of hardware and
software components and network connectivity for an
example security server that is utilized within the network
security system of FIG. 2, according to one or more embodi-
ments;

FIG. 4 illustrates a data table presenting example list of
data that can be tabulated by the security appliance during
device discovery and tracking within a home network envi-
ronment, in accordance with one embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates a data table presenting example list of
data that can be tabulated by the security appliance during
device discovery and tracking within a home network envi-
ronment, in accordance with one embodiment;

FIG. 6 provides a flow chart illustrating the method by
which a security appliance of FIG. 1 generally operates to
provide enhanced security of a home network and user
devices connected thereto, in accordance with one or more
embodiments;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are flow charts illustrating different meth-
ods by which the security appliance integrates with the
physical security system to provide enhanced building and
network security, including during an away period, in accor-
dance with one or more embodiments; and

FIG. 9 is a block diagram representation of the various
functional software modules provided within/by a total
network information shield (TNIS) utility/firmware, accord-
ing to a plurality of embodiments;
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FIG. 10 provides a flow chart illustrating the method by
which a security server processes data received from con-
nected security appliances to generally reports and improve
network security, in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart illustrating a method by which the
security server interfaces with and updates the firmware of
the security appliances, in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The illustrative embodiments provide a security appli-
ance, a system, and a method Disclosed are a security
appliance, a system, and a method for enhancing security of
a user local network having a gateway (i.e., a consumer
network access device) by which a user client device
accesses a connected public network. According to one
aspect, the security appliance includes: a network port
enabling direct connection to a gateway; and a storage
module having stored thereon firmware for operating the
security appliance. The security appliance also includes a
processor that executes the program code of the firmware,
which configures the appliance to: establish a seamless
communication interface with a connected gateway; monitor
traffic coming into and going out from the connected gate-
way; and identify traffic anomalies within the monitored
traffic. The firmware further configures the appliance to, in
response to identifying one or more of the traffic anomalies:
forward information about the identified traffic anomalies to
a centralized database for evaluation and reporting; block
and filter out unwanted and undesirable traffic associated
with the anomalies in both inbound and outbound commu-
nications, without requiring assistance of/from a centralized
database for evaluation and response; and initiate steps to
report on and prevent further occurrence of the traffic
anomalies, by generating one or more alerts and updating a
remote server database.

In the following detailed description of exemplary
embodiments of the disclosure, specific exemplary embodi-
ments in which the disclosure may be practiced are
described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art
to practice the disclosed embodiments. For example, specific
details such as specific method orders, structures, elements,
and connections have been presented herein. However, it is
to be understood that the specific details presented need not
be utilized to practice embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. It is also to be understood that other embodiments may
be utilized and that logical, architectural, programmatic,
mechanical, electrical and other changes may be made
without departing from general scope of the disclosure. The
following detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken
in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present disclosure
is defined by the appended claims and equivalents thereof.

References within the specification to “one embodiment,”
“an embodiment,” “embodiments”, or “one or more embodi-
ments” are intended to indicate that a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of the
present disclosure. The appearance of such phrases in vari-
ous places within the specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment, nor are separate or
alternative embodiments mutually exclusive of other
embodiments. Further, various features are described which
may be exhibited by some embodiments and not by others.
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Similarly, various requirements are described which may be
requirements for some embodiments but not other embodi-
ments.

It is understood that the use of specific component, device
and/or parameter names and/or corresponding acronyms
thereof, such as those of the executing utility, logic, and/or
firmware described herein, are for example only and not
meant to imply any limitations on the described embodi-
ments. The embodiments may thus be described with dif-
ferent nomenclature and/or terminology utilized to describe
the components, devices, parameters, methods and/or func-
tions herein, without limitation. References to any specific
protocol or proprietary name in describing one or more
elements, features or concepts of the embodiments are
provided solely as examples of one implementation, and
such references do not limit the extension of the claimed
embodiments to embodiments in which different element,
feature, protocol, or concept names are utilized. Thus, each
term utilized herein is to be given its broadest interpretation
given the context in which that term is utilized.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that the
hardware, firmware/software utility, and software compo-
nents and basic configuration thereof depicted in the fol-
lowing figures, and particularly FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 may vary.
The illustrative components of these various figures are not
intended to be exhaustive, but rather are representative to
highlight some of the components that are utilized to imple-
ment certain of the described embodiments. For example,
different configurations of an security appliance (100) may
be provided, containing other devices/components, which
may be used in addition to or in place of the hardware
depicted, and may be differently configured. The depicted
example is not meant to imply architectural or other limi-
tations with respect to the presently described embodiments
and/or the general invention.

Referring now to the figures and beginning with FIG. 1,
which provides a block diagram illustration of an example
security appliance 100, which provides the end-user side of
the network security features of the present disclosure. From
a high level, general description of the device, security
appliance 100 includes a network port, Ethernet port 160,
enabling direct physical connection to a gateway (network
access device 205, FIG. 2). Security appliance also includes
at least one storage module, e.g., memory 110 or storage
120, having stored thereon firmware 112 for operating the
security appliance 100. Additionally, security appliance 100
includes a processor 105 that executes the program code of
the firmware 112, which configures the appliance to perform
several functional processes or operations, presented as
method 600 in the flow chart of FIG. 6, which is later
described. To support the overall functioning of security
appliance 100, security appliance 100 includes additional
hardware and software components located within an exter-
nal casing 150, which may be a hard plastic or other rigid
and durable material, in one embodiment. Within casing 150
is a circuit board 102 on which several of the physical
components are wired. As shown, processor 105 is con-
nected via a system interconnect 107 to each of memory 110,
storage 120, WiFi transmitter/receiver 140, and Ethernet
port 160. Memory 110 includes therein firmware 112, which
can include a basic input output system (BIOS), in some
embodiments. Firmware 112 also includes total network
information shield (TNIS) utility 116, and user interface
(UD) 118.

The nomenclature utilized to describe the firmware is not
intended to be limiting on the disclosure, but instead to
suggest a specific functional utility that provides a localized
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network protection of information and communication being
transmitted across the network and into and out of the
network. It is to be appreciated that the features described
herein are not limited to a home network, although specific
embodiments described herein can reference application to
a home network of a user.

Example storage 120 includes a plurality of data modules,
including appliance ID 122, which is a unique identifier of
the security appliance 100, organization ID 123, which
identifies the enterprise or business entity the user of the
network works with/for and/or is affiliated with, and con-
nected devices ID 124. Connected devices ID 124 is a list of
all devices connected within the local network. The list is
generated by security appliance 100 and updated as devices
drop off and/or connect to the network. Storage 120 also
includes additional software and/or data modules, including
known threat signatures 125, raw network collected data
126, and packaged (organized) network collected data 128.
Known threat signatures 125 is a collection of signatures
downloaded from the security server (250, FIG. 2) and/or
determined locally by the security appliance 100. Raw
network collected data (NCD) 126 represent the unfiltered
data that is collected by security appliance 100 as the
appliance monitors the network traffic. Packaged NCD 128
represents the resulting data after the raw data is filtered to
remove personal information or other user-identifying char-
acteristics and arranged in a format that is usable at the
security server, without requiring further modification.

Appliance 100 includes at least one Ethernet port, spe-
cifically Ethernet port 140, which is utilized to connect
appliance 100 to network gateway. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, appliance 100 also includes additional Ethernet ports
142 and 144, which can be utilized for wired connectivity to
other network devices and/or user devices, particularly when
appliance 100 is programmed to also operate/function as a
wired gateway. Ethernet port 140 is shown having the
modular connector (e.g., an RJ45) of an Ethernet cable 165
inserted therein and extending away from security appliance
100. As shown in FIG. 2, this opposing end connector of the
cable 165 is inserted into a corresponding Ethernet port of
the network access device (205). Illustrated above Ethernet
port 140 are two status light emitting diodes (LEDs), which
can be utilized to provide a current operational status of
security appliance 100. Other functions can be assigned to
the Status LEDs 155 in other embodiments. For example,
one or both of status LEDs 155 can be assigned to indicate
when a security breach or threat condition is active. No
specific limitation is provided on the use of status LEDs 155.

Security appliance 100 also includes a power system,
utilized to power the various electronic components opera-
tional within security appliance 100. As shown, security
appliance 100 includes a power distribution component 130
for providing power to the various electronics within secu-
rity appliance 100. Power distribution component 130
receives external power via power input jack 132 within
which is inserted a first head of a power cable that connects
to a power converter 134. Power converter 134 is connected
to AC power cable and converts the received AC power into
DC power utilized by security appliance 100. In one
embodiment, security appliance 100 can be powered by a
rechargeable battery. In another embodiment, security appli-
ance 100 can be powered over the Ethernet cable, where the
network access device provides power over Ethernet. The
different powering mechanisms described herein are not
necessarily exclusive of each other.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is illustrated an overall
system diagram of the dual network system 200 within
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which security appliance 100 operates. As utilized herein the
term dual network refers to the presence of both the user’s
local (or home) network and the public network to which the
network access device and security server connect. Example
dual network system 200 includes example home network
210, which is connected via network access device 205 to an
external public network 240 via one or more network
connectivity medium 230. It is appreciated that the connec-
tion to public network 240 can be or can include one or more
of a wired connection, a wireless connection, and a combi-
nation of wired and wireless. As provided herein, a wired
connection can include a fiber, coax, or other signal/data
transmission medium. Public network 240 can be a single
wide area network, such as the Internet, or can be or can
include a combination of different networks collectively
forming a connection route between network access device
and other devices connected across the public network.
While not shown, the network access device 205 can con-
nect to a service provider server, which in turn provides the
connectivity to public network 240.

Network access device 205 provides access to a physical
space, such as a house or apartment, within which a user can
interface with a plurality of devices that each connect to the
home network 210 in order to communicate with each other
and/or to gain access to or communicate with external
devices on public network 240. In this example, all access
from within home network 210 to public network 240 is
routed through network access device 205. Home network
210 includes user computer]l 212 and user computer2 214.
User computer]l 212 can be a mobile computer or laptop,
while user computer2 214 can be a desktop device. Both
computers can also be the same type of device or a different
type of computer device, such as a tablet. Home network 210
also includes home security system 216, which can include
an alarm system and/or a security camera system. Mobile
phone 218 can also be connected to home network 210, in
the illustrative embodiment. Home network 210 can also
include other connected devices 220, such as a door bell or
dish television gateway. Notably, the manner of connection
of these devices to home network 210 can be via wireless
connectivity (i.e., where no direct line is show connecting
back to network access device 205, as with user computerl
212 and mobile phone 218) or via wired connection (indi-
cated by the connecting lines between specific ones of the
enumerated/illustrated devices and network access device
205.

Finally, within home network 210 and connected via
wired connection (Ethernet cable 165) to network access
device 205 is security appliance 100. Security appliance 100
establishes a direct interface to the network traffic such that
all incoming and outgoing traffic passes through security
appliance and is filtered to block and remove threats and
certain other signals, as described herein. Network traffic
data is also accumulated and stored as raw network collected
data 126 that is then filtered and formatted to generate usable
data in packaged network collected data 128.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example data structure in the form of
a table that includes packaged network collected data 128
arranged based on the identifiers of the various connected
devices. As illustrated, table 400 includes columns of cap-
tured/generated data including, without limitation, the fol-
lowing columns: timestamp 405, appliance ID 410, device
1D 415, device type 420, malware threats detected 425,
malware threats source 430, bad IP reputation attempts
detected 435, and abnormal communication 440. Table
provides a histogram of sorts that shows specific types of
items detected by security appliance 100 (identified by
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appliance 1D 410) within the incoming and outgoing net-
work traffic. As provided by the last depicted entries, the
tracked devices can include a security alarm and the asso-
ciated activity can include alarm setting and alarm triggering
events, when the security appliance 100 is communicatively
coupled to one or more security systems at the location. The
presented list is not intended to be limiting on the disclosure,
as the features described herein are applicable to a host of
other devices and device types that can be communicatively
connected to the local network.

Returning to FIG. 2, as provided in the illustrative
embodiment, enterprise network 260 can also be connected
to public network 240. As shown, enterprise network 260
includes at least one enterprise network server 262, which is
protected from malicious traffic on public network 240 by
security firewall 264. In a traditional setup, without security
appliance 100, a user of a device, such as user computerl
212, can access their enterprise via a VPN establishing a
tunnel from home network 210 to enterprise network 260
through public network 240. While this connection may
appear to be safe, there is no protection provided within
home network 210 against malware and other malicious
threats that can attach to user computerl 212 when user
computerl is being used generally within home network 210
to access public network 240 without the VPN. The con-
taminated user computer 1 212 can then easily be used as a
conduit to infiltrate the security firewall 264 of enterprise
network 260. With the illustrated embodiment, security
appliance 100 operates to block these malware and other
threat signatures from operating within the home network
210, thus protecting user computer 1 212, and by extension
enterprise network 260.

One application of the concepts described herein involves
providing corporate enterprise security protection of remote
employee home networks. The end goal would be to provide
protections that are on level with the protections that would
be afforded to employees on premise, but doing so in a
manner that maintains the remote employee’s privacy inter-
ests. The enterprises mentioned herein can be corporate/
government enterprises with remote employees, as well as
small businesses that want a cost-effective substitute for
enterprise security protection. Additionally, the features
described herein can also be utilized by end consumers who
want a greater degree of security protection than what is
currently available in consumer-grade network security
products.

Referring briefly again to FIG. 2, connected to public
network 240 is TNIS server 250, which provides the cen-
tralized point of data collection from a plurality of security
appliances connected via public network 240. FIG. 3 pro-
vides an example TNIS server 250 having connection to and
operating as a centralized collection point for data received
from a plurality of security appliances via the public net-
work 240. FIG. 3 is described with ongoing reference to
components presented within FIGS. 1 and 2. TNIS sever 250
can be a plurality of distributed servers located at different
geographic locations across the public network 240. TNIS
server 250 can be configured similar to a standard server
data processing system. As shown, TNIS server 250 includes
one or more processor(s) 302 coupled to system memory
310 via system interconnect 304. System interconnect 304
can be interchangeably referred to as a system bus, in one or
more embodiments. As shown, system memory 310 can
include therein a plurality of software and firmware mod-
ules, including operating system (O/S) 312. In addition,
system memory 310 includes basic input/output system
(BIOS)/UEFI 314, application(s) 316 and TNIS server util-
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ity 318. The various software and/or firmware modules have
varying functionality when their corresponding program
code is executed by processor(s) 302 or other processing
devices within server 250.

Server 250 further includes one or more input/output (I/O)
controllers 320 which support connection to and processing
of signals from one or more connected input device(s) 322,
such as a keyboard, mouse, touch screen, or microphone. /O
controllers 320 also support connection to and forwarding of
output signals to one or more connected output device(s)
324, such as a monitor or display device or audio speaker(s).
In addition, server 250 can include universal serial bus
(USB) 326 which is coupled to I/O controller 320. Addi-
tionally, in one or more embodiments, one or more device
interface(s) 328, such as an optical reader, a universal serial
bus (USB), a card reader, Personal Computer Memory Card
International Association (PCMCIA) port, and/or a high-
definition multimedia interface (HDMI), can be associated
with server 250. Device interface(s) 328 can be utilized to
enable data to be read from or stored to corresponding
removable storage device(s) 330, such as a compact disk
(CD), digital video disk (DVD), flash drive, or flash memory
card. In one or more embodiments, device interface(s) 328
can also provide an integration point for connecting other
device(s) to server 250. In one implementation, server 250
can physically connect to remote devices using device
interface(s) 328. In such implementation, device interface(s)
328 can further include general purpose I/O interfaces such
as 1°C, SMBus, and peripheral component interconnect
(PCI) buses.

Server 250 also includes a network interface device (NID)
332. NID 332 enables server 250 to communicate and/or
interface with other devices, services, and components that
are located external to server 250. These devices, services,
and components can interface with server 250 via an exter-
nal network, such as public network 240, using one or more
communication protocols. In particular, in one implementa-
tion, server 250 uses NID 332 to connect to a plurality of
security appliances 100 via public network 240.

Public network 240 can be a local area network, wide area
network, personal area network, and the like, and the con-
nection to and/or between public network 240 and server
250 can be wired or wireless or a combination thereof. For
purposes of discussion, network 240 is indicated as a single
collective component for simplicity. However, it is appre-
ciated that network 240 can comprise one or more direct
connections to other devices as well as a more complex set
of interconnections as can exist within a wide area network,
such as the Internet.

Public network 240 provides a communication path to
remote enterprise server(s) 262. More importantly, public
network 240 provides a connection to each of a plurality of
security appliances 100 that access public network 240 via
a respective network access device 205 within a correspond-
ing home network 210 (represented by the dashed outline).
Three home networks are represented in the figure, each
having a separate appliance, indicates as Appliance 1, 2, and
N. In this context, the letter N represents an integer number
that correlates to the total number of appliances dispatched
across the network. Each of the appliances 100 (i) are
centrally managed by server 250 and (i) transmits filtered
metrics/data 342 back to server 250. The filtered metrics/
data 342 are shown saved within storage 340 of server.
Storage 340 also includes a database of correlated/aggre-
gated security data 342 for each registered enterprise 344.
According to one aspect, server 250 receives and stores
filtered metric/data transmitted by each appliance 100 and
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aggregates that data generally and also provides a correlated
aggregation based on the metrics/data 342 received from an
appliance that is linked to/associated with a user of a specific
registered enterprise. The enterprise specific data is then
associated with the stored enterprise ID. It is appreciated that
while the data does not include any of the user’s personal
information or network usage habits, the collected data can
be analyzed to identify correlations or patterns that can
indicate potential weaknesses in the enterprise’s overall
security.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example data structure in the form of
a table that includes aggregated metrics/data sorted based on
the identifiers of the registered enterprises. While only two
registered enterprises are presented within the example table
500, it is appreciated that the number of registered enter-
prises can be any number, without limitation. Example table
500 is utilized to illustrate metrics about the arrangement of
malware threats and contact with blacklisted IP addresses.
Table 500 includes columns of data, including the following
columns without limitation: enterprise ID 505, appliance ID
510, timeframe 515, summation of all appliance threats
detected 520, population statistics 525, enterprise statistics
530, rank-ordered threats by frequency and severity such as
the most frequently encountered priority 1 threat identifier
535, geographical distribution of threats detected 540, and
rank-ordered geographic locations of threats such as top
location 545. Together, the column values provide an enter-
prise represented by enterprise ID 505 data in aggregate,
derivative statistics about the data, and rank-ordered data
pertinent to the appliances associated with the enterprise for
a given timeframe. In addition, the column values provide an
enterprise similar statistics for the population of all TNIS
appliances for the purpose of statistical comparison. The
columns of data presented are exemplary only and not
intended to limit the use of other columns/data within the
specific implementation of the security server.

Referring now to the flow charts, and beginning with
FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, there are illustrated various operations,
processes, and sequence that collectively provide methods
by which an example security appliance 100 operates to
provide enhanced security of a user-location network, such
as a home network. The methods 600, 700, and 800 repre-
sent processes and operations performed by execution, by
processor 105, of program modules, codes, or instruction
provided within firmware 112, utilizing data found within
data storage 120 and/or retrieved from network-connected
devices and pulled from detected network traffic. For sim-
plicity, all processes are described as being performed
generally by appliance 100. The following descriptions are
made with reference to components and/or elements illus-
trated and described in the preceding figures, FIG. 1-5,
without limitation. It is appreciated that certain aspects of
the described methods may be implemented via other pro-
cessing devices and/or execution of other code/firmware.
Methods 600, 700, 800 are described as a sequence of
blocks, in a particular order. It is appreciated that a different
sequence or modification of certain portions of the described
sequence can be implemented in alternate embodiments.

Method 600 begins at start block and proceeds to block
602, which provides security appliance 100 establishing a
seamless communication interface with a connected gate-
way or network access device 205 that connects a home
network 210 with a public network 240. As introduced
above the network access device 205 can be connected to a
service provider system/network that in turn provides the
connection to/with the public network. Also, the seamless
interface can be established via a wired connection utilizing
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an Ethernet cable. With the connection established, method
proceeds to block 604 at which appliance 100 actively
reroutes communications of the primary and secondary
devices so that the devices interface with the appliance as the
router, and appliance 100 monitors all incoming and outgo-
ing traffic at the connected network access device (block
606). Based on the monitored traffic, appliance 100 dynami-
cally collects primary device metrics associated with the
user location network (block 608). The primary device
metrics can include, without limitation, a number and type
of attached computers, a type and patch level of the attached
computers, types of communications made by the attached
computers to each other and to the Internet. Appliance 100
also dynamically collects secondary device metrics unique
to the user location network (block 610). The secondary
device metrics can include, without limitation, profiles of
home automation devices, gaming systems, security alarm
systems, surveillance camera systems, multi-media systems,
guest’s mobile devices, the network access device and other
installed local routers and network devices. At block 612,
method provides that appliance performs automated tuning
of security controls based on a characterization of a com-
munication profile of the local network access device, where
the characterization is completed via passive and active
metric collection over a fixed period. In one embodiment,
appliance 100 dynamically adjusts a policy of allowed
communications for the device if a match for the device’s
profile is found within an expert system maintained at the
server. The expert system is utilized to classify devices. The
expert system is accessible to the appliance from within
local storage (i.e., in embodiments where the database is
pushed down to appliance by central management server
250), or through a remote query interface of the management
server 250, or a combination of local storage and remote
query interface access.

Once these metrics have been collected and stored, and
the adjustments are completed, appliance 100 proceeds with
implementing the core underlying security features (i.e.,
network traffic monitoring, threat detection and anomaly
detection, privacy protection, malware blocking, etc.). Spe-
cifically, appliance 100 passively and actively collects addi-
tional metrics by passively monitoring communications and
by actively scanning the communication traffic periodically
for these additional metrics, in both inbound and outbound
traffic (block 616). And appliance 100 temporarily stores the
collected metrics and additional metrics within the local
storage (block 618).

Appliance 100 identifies traffic anomalies within the
monitored traffic (block 620). In response to identifying one
or more of the traffic anomalies, appliance 100 blocks and
filters out unwanted and undesirable traffic associated with
the anomalies in both the inbound and outbound communi-
cations (block 622). Appliance 100 also initiates steps to
report on and prevent further occurrence of the traffic
anomalies. Specifically, appliance generates one or more
alerts and filters the captured data in preparation for for-
warding to a remote server database (block 624). Appliance
100 also forwards the filtered data/information about the
identified traffic anomalies to a centralized database for
evaluation and reporting (block 626). In one example
embodiment, the forwarding process can include periodi-
cally packaging the collected metrics into a data package
having a pre-determine protocol (e.g., a consistent format
and sequencing of data across all appliances to enable
readability of the data by server) and forward the data
package to the centralized server for data analysis and
reporting.
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According to one aspect, the traffic anomalies can include,
but are not limited to, occurrences of at least one of (i)
measurable changes in traffic patterns, (ii) pre-identified
traffic conditions, known threats, and potential threats. Mea-
sureable changes in traffic patterns can include but are not
limited to temporal anomalies such as communication at an
unusual time of the night when the device is normally
inactive, quantitative anomalies such as an unusually large
upload of data to a single location, or geospatial anomalies
such as communications with an uncharacteristically high
number of sites in a geographic region or unusual device-
to-device communication with the local network. Pre-iden-
tified traffic conditions include but are not limited to recon-
naissance types of activities such as network port scans
within the local network, lateral movement types of activi-
ties such as remote connection attempts within the local
network, and command and control types of activities such
as heartbeat connections to the internet and remote shell
communications. Some specific examples of these anoma-
lies are presented in FIG. 5.

According to one embodiment, the firmware configures
the appliance 100 to implement retrieval of privacy-preserv-
ing security metrics only, where the appliance 100 automati-
cally screens out privacy data of all users within the user
location network, such that only non-private data is retrieved
and/or forwarded. This process can include limiting the
monitored and collected metrics to only metrics associated
with security needs for the network and user and, in some
embodiments, the affiliated enterprise. With this embodi-
ment, no network flow data or metadata about specific
communications are collected.

As introduced above, the system utilizes a cloud-based
server to collect metrics about the security configuration of
the local network access device. Additionally, according to
one embodiment, method can include configuring the secu-
rity appliance to support automated patching by being small,
special-purpose security patches that are pushed by a net-
work-connected management server to minimize appliance
downtime. In this embodiment, the security appliance 100 is
centrally managed by the network-connected security man-
agement server (centralized server 250) and establishes and
maintains persistent outbound connections to the manage-
ment server (250).

Referring now to method 700 of FIG. 7, there is provided
the sequence of security processes performed by appliance
100 when communicatively connected to and/or tied into the
security systems of the home network. Method 700 begins
at start block and proceed to block 702 at which appliance
100 integrates into the home security system via an appli-
cation programming interface (API) that receives notifica-
tions from a securely registered home security system.
Appliance 100 provides a client application that can securely
register with and push or pull similar notifications to or from
the API of the home security system (block 704). At block
706, appliance 100 identifies security system traffic gener-
ated by the connected home security system. Appliance 100
monitors the security system traffic signature for detection of
an alarm or security event (block 708). The security system
traffic can include one or more of traffic from an alarm
system and traffic from security cameras, and other con-
nected security devices. In response to detection (block 708)
of an alarm activity within the security system traffic,
appliance 100 automatically raises a level of network secu-
rity profile to counter any potential attempts to breach the
home network (block 710). It is appreciated that the auto-
mation of this process may include a time delay to allow the
user to de-activate the alarm in situations where the alarm is
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a false alarm or an alarm system test. Appliance 100 also
records metrics related to the period before, during, and after
detection of the alarm/security event to enable additional
post-event analysis thereof (block 712). Method 700 then
ends.

Referring now to method 800 of FIG. 8, from start block,
method 800 moves to block 802 at which appliance 100
integrates into the home security system via an application
programming interface (API) that receives notifications
from a securely registered home security system. At block
804, appliance determines whether a setting of an away
mode of a connected home security system is detected. In
response to detecting the setting of the away mode, appli-
ance 100 automatically enables an “away protection” mode
of the security appliance (block 806). With the away pro-
tection mode enabled, appliance 200 retrieves detected data
for periods of statistical change that are indicative of an
“away” period (block 808). Appliance 100 masks internet
bounded traffic to prevent identification of communication
with the network during away periods on the home network
(block 810). Appliance 100 also autonomously generates
internet traffic and communications with content to external
Internet sites in a manner that is statistically indistinguish-
able from communication patterns by the user during an
“at-home” period (block 812). According to one aspect, the
firmware includes code that configures the appliance to
enable manual configuration of an “away” mode selection to
one of an enabled or disabled mode of operation. Method
800 then ends.

Referring now to FIG. 9, there is illustrated a block
diagram representation of an example of a modular security
appliance firmware, represented as TNIS utility 116. Each
individual block represents a functional module within TNIS
utility 116 that is associated with one or more firmware
functions supported and/or provided by appliance 100. Each
functional module represents a specific process or sets of
processes that can be achieved or performed during opera-
tion of appliance 100. The modules within TNIS utility 116
enable the performance of one or more of the processes of
device-implemented methods, including methods 600, 700,
and 800. Additionally, included within the functional mod-
ules of expanded modular firmware, and specifically TNIS
utility, are modules for: interfacing (block 902), via a
security appliance, with a local user network access device
that supports external/public network connectivity and infor-
mation communication by one or more user devices; detect-
ing (block 904) anomalies within a behavior associated with
Internet usage through machine learning algorithms; and
generating and forwarding configurable push alerts for secu-
rity issues identified by the appliance, via push alert module
(block 906). In addition, the processes include blocking/
filtering out (block 910) unwanted and undesirable traffic
associated with the anomalies in both inbound and outbound
communications; and initiating (block 914) steps to report
on and prevent further occurrence of the traffic anomalies,
by generating (block 916) one or more alerts and updating
(block 918) a remote server database.

The TNIS Utility 116 also includes modules for: profiling
(block 920) communication across the network to automati-
cally identify network endpoint; dynamically tuning (block
922) security controls based on the characterization of a
device’s communication profile; periodically updating
(block 924) a network-wide intrusion prevention policy via
accessing generally available threat intelligence; performing
(block 926) reputation-based filtering of Internet communi-
cations based on that threat intelligence; performing (block
928) security assessments of a configuration of the router;
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identifying (block 930) and blocking (block 932) man-in-
the-middle attacks on the network; and detecting (block 934)
characteristics associated with the router having been com-
promised. The firmware processes also includes: enabling
and supporting (block 936) a virtual private network (VPN)
service to allow a user mobile device to tunnel back into an
enterprise network and remotely access the enterprise net-
work from inside the home. The firmware processes also
includes: performing (block 938) network traffic generation
to mask differences between at-home/away periods; and
extending or configuring (block 940) remote access to the
home network from outside the home with similar security
features as the VPN channel and as with an in-home
connection of the mobile device.

TNIS Utility 116 also includes functional blocks/modules
for: providing (block 942) parental controls for Internet
access schedules and content; detecting (block 944) secure
login to the appliance; and in response to the secure login,
opening (block 946) a management module that provides
both automated firmware updates and a mobile application
for end-user interaction with the Appliance. The manage-
ment module provides a supporting cloud service for man-
agement and enterprise/mobile integration.

With the integration of the appliance 100 into the home
network, the disclosure provides several additional func-
tional benefits, including enterprise visibility into and mea-
surement of the security of the remote employee’s home
network. This visibility is created by having an enterprise-
provided Appliance physically attached to the network
inside the employee’s home. The Appliance collects metrics
similar to those collected within a corporate enterprise,
including the number and type of attached computers, the
type and patch level of these computers, the types of
communications made by these computers to each other and
to the Internet, and so forth. According to one aspect, to
collect these metrics for everything other than the router, the
Appliance first actively inserts itself into their communica-
tions so that they believe that the Appliance is the router. The
Appliance then collects certain metrics (a) passively by
monitoring communications and (b) actively by periodically
scanning the communications. The Appliance actively scans
the home router periodically in both inbound and outbound
directions with the assistance of a cloud-based server to
collect metrics about its security configuration.

Additionally, the integration of the appliance 100 also
provides enterprise visibility into the remote employee’s
home network in a manner that does not violate consumer
privacy. Since the home network of a remote employee is
used by family members and guests that are not employees,
the metrics collected and reported to the employer must be
carefully selected so that they don’t violate (a) the privacy
laws of international economies, (b) the privacy expecta-
tions of the non-employee users of the home network, and
(c) the privacy expectations of the employee during periods
of non-work. Instead of trying to distinguish between
employee and non-employee devices or between periods of
employee work and non-work, all metrics are limited to
those that support the privacy needs listed previously. This
privacy limitation rules out reporting metrics such as “net-
flow” data (metadata about every communication made by a
monitored device) that would indiscriminately disclose all
communication patterns.

Another benefit of the use of the disclosed appliance is the
automated tuning of security controls based on the charac-
terization of a home network device’s communication pro-
file. Once the Appliance has characterized a device through
passive and active metric collection over a fixed period, the
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Appliance adjusts the policy of allowed communications for
that device if the appliance finds a match for the device’s
profile in the appliance’s intelligence database. In one
embodiment, the intelligence database is populated over
time by a security analyst that assesses metrics collected for
a device and defines restrictions for that device’s commu-
nications to mitigate identified security issues, if any. The
intelligence database is accessible to the Appliances in either
local storage (i.e., receive via a push by central manage-
ment), through a remote query interface, or a combination of
these.

Yet another benefit inherent in the use of the appliance
100 is the integration of a home network security device
with a home security system. The benefit of this integration
is a holistic view of the physical and logical security of a
home. For example, a physical intruder could have installed
a monitoring device (active or passive) on the home network
or tampered with the employee’s work computer. Similarly,
an employee that enables the “away” mode of a home
security system could also automatically enable the “away”
mode of the home network security device. The Appliance
enables this integration by providing an application pro-
gramming interface (API) for receiving notifications from a
securely registered home security system and by providing
a client application that can securely register with and push
similar notifications to the home security system’s API. In
one embodiment, the Appliance may also support a pull
model for one or both sides of the integration.

As another benefit, the integration of the appliance allows
for internet traffic generation to mask differences between
“at-home” and “away” periods on a home network. This
feature augments the physical security of the home by
denying an indicator to would-be intruders. The Appliance
accomplishes this by first collecting metrics about usage
when home devices are actively communicating over a
learning period of a fixed number of days. Once the patterns
have been learned, the Appliance detects periods of statis-
tical change that would indicate an “away” period and
generates communications with random content to Internet
sites in a manner that is statistically indistinguishable from
communication patterns during an “at-home” period. In one
embodiment, the Appliance also supports a manual configu-
ration to enable/disable the “away” mode of operation.

As one additional benefit, the disclosure provides for
centralized management of security appliances on a home
network. Thus, unlike conventional consumer-grade net-
work security devices, which all require the consumer to
configure and maintain the device, the current disclosure
eliminates the need for these error-prone processes by pro-
viding a centralized server management of the appliances.
According to one embodiment, maintenance can also be
dependent on the availability of security patches from the
product’s vendor. By centrally managing the Appliance
through security patch application, log collection and analy-
sis, and product upgrades, customers get enterprise-grade
benefits without needing the expertise to do so or ceding
such control to their employer. The Appliance enables
centralized management by persistent outbound connections
to a cloud-based management server, thus avoiding opening
an inbound firewall port in the router that could be attacked.
The Appliance supports automated patching by structuring
its firmware so that small, special-purpose security patches
can be pushed by the cloud-based management server to
minimize Appliance downtime. The centralized manage-
ment is provided via security management server 250, which
provides the method process illustrated by FIG. 10.
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FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating a method by which the
security management server 250 interfaces with the appli-
ance 100 to extend the ability of appliance 100 to provide
enhanced device and network security, and by extension
enterprise network security, in accordance with one or more
embodiments. Server 250 is a part of a system that enhances
at-home security of network connected devices, where the
system includes at least one and potentially a large number
of distributed security appliances. As previously described,
management server 250 is communicatively connected to
the security appliance 100 via the public network. The
functional processes of method 1000 are provided by server
processor executing of modules/code within server firm-
ware. The processor is also communicatively connected to a
secured centralized database within which received data
from the connected appliances are stored. For simplicity, the
method processes are described as being generally per-
formed by server 250.

Method 1000 begins at start block and proceeds to block
1002, at which server 250 establishes a connection with the
appliance(s) via public network, utilizing pre-programmed
communication protocols and device IDs and internet pro-
tocol (IP) addresses, etc. According to one aspect, each
appliance establishes and maintains persistent outbound
connections to the centralized, network-connected security
management server. At block 1004 server also receives and
records one or more registration(s) of enterprises that are
interested in receiving data that can be utilized to determine
potential risks from remote login by users to the enterprise
network and/or to improve network security (e.g., by updat-
ing their remote employee login policies), etc. Server 250
receives data from a plurality of different security appli-
ances, each associated with a specific local user network to
which a respective appliance is connected (block 1006).
Server 250 aggregates data received from a plurality of
network-connected security appliances (block 1008). Server
250 updates a database of historical data arranged in a
format that can be queried for future access (block 1010).
Server 250 then analyzes the received data for potential
harm to one of the user device and an enterprise network to
which the user device connects (block 1012). Server 250
generates a report that consolidates a result of the analysis in
a generalized report that is sanitized of all personal and
private data of users, including patterns of use and connec-
tion of the user device (block 1014). Server 250 provides an
application programming interface for integrating aggregate
data of multiple appliances into other applications and
workflows for enterprises that need visibility into the net-
work security of their remote workforce (block 1016).
Where applicable, server 250 forwards the generated report
to one or more registered/interested parties (e.g., the enter-
prise to which the user is associated) that have subscribed to
receive the report (bock 1018). Method 1000 then ends.

FIG. 11 presents the method by which the centralized
security management server provides firmware updates to
security appliances. At block 1102, server 250 enables
automated sharing of real-time threat intelligence between
different appliances. Server 250 also detects when an update
is provided for the firmware of the distributed appliances
(block 1104), and server 250 pushes the firmware updates
down to the security appliances 110 (block 1106). In one
embodiment, the updates may be based on an analysis of the
aggregated data and specific updated may be directed to
specific ones of the one or more appliances based on
activities occurring at those specific appliances. Accord-
ingly, the server 250 provides centralized management of the
appliance by generating and forwarding security patch appli-
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cations (block 1108), providing log collection and analysis
(block 1110), and forwarding product upgrades and perform-
ing general maintenance of the Appliances as a service
(block 1112). Method 1100 then ends.

In the above described flow charts, one or more of the
methods may be embodied in a computer readable device
containing computer readable code such that a series of
functional processes are performed when the computer
readable code is executed on a computing device. In some
implementations, certain steps of the methods are combined,
performed simultaneously or in a different order, or perhaps
omitted, without deviating from the scope of the disclosure.
Thus, while the method blocks are described and illustrated
in a particular sequence, use of a specific sequence of
functional processes represented by the blocks is not meant
to imply any limitations on the disclosure. Changes may be
made with regards to the sequence of processes without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure. Use of a
particular sequence is therefore, not to be taken in a limiting
sense, and the scope of the present disclosure is defined only
by the appended claims.

Aspects of the present disclosure are described above with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the disclosure. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. Computer pro-
gram code for carrying out operations for aspects of the
present disclosure may be written in any combination of one
or more programming languages, including an object ori-
ented programming language, without limitation. These
computer program instructions may be provided to a pro-
cessor of a general purpose computer, special purpose
computer, such as a service processor, or other program-
mable data processing apparatus to produce a machine, such
that the instructions, which execute via the processor of the
computer or other programmable data processing apparatus,
performs the method for implementing the functions/acts
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

As will be further appreciated, the processes in embodi-
ments of the present disclosure may be implemented using
any combination of software, firmware or hardware. Accord-
ingly, aspects of the present disclosure may take the form of
an entirely hardware embodiment or an embodiment com-
bining software (including firmware, resident software,
micro-code, etc.) and hardware aspects that may all gener-
ally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module,” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present disclosure
may take the form of a computer program product embodied
in one or more computer readable storage device(s) having
computer readable program code embodied thereon. Any
combination of one or more computer readable storage
device(s) may be utilized. The computer readable storage
device may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic,
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconduc-
tor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive
list) of the computer readable storage device would include
the following: an electrical connection having one or more
wires, a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random
access memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an
erasable programmable read-only memory (EPROM or
Flash memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc
read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a
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magnetic storage device, or any suitable combination of the
foregoing. In the context of this document, a computer
readable storage device may be any tangible medium that
can contain, or store a program for use by or in connection
with an instruction execution system, apparatus, or device.

While the disclosure has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular system,
device or component thereof to the teachings of the disclo-
sure without departing from the essential scope thereof.
Therefore, it is intended that the disclosure not be limited to
the particular embodiments disclosed for carrying out this
disclosure, but that the disclosure will include all embodi-
ments falling within the scope of the appended claims.
Moreover, the use of the terms first, second, etc. do not
denote any order or importance, but rather the terms first,
second, etc. are used to distinguish one element from
another.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The description of the present disclosure has been pre-
sented for purposes of illustration and description, but is not
intended to be exhaustive or limited to the disclosure in the
form disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art without depart-
ing from the scope of the disclosure. The described embodi-
ments were chosen and described in order to best explain the
principles of the disclosure and the practical application, and
to enable others of ordinary skill in the art to understand the
disclosure for various embodiments with various modifica-
tions as are suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:
1. A security appliance comprising:
a network port enabling direct connection to a gateway;
a storage module having stored thereon firmware for
operating the security appliance; and
a processor that executes the program code of the firm-
ware, which configures the security appliance to:
establish a seamless communication interface with a
connected gateway;
in response to establishing the seamless communication
interface, monitor traffic coming into and going out
from the connected gateway;
identify traffic anomalies within the monitored traffic; and
in response to identifying one or more of the traffic
anomalies:
block and filter out unwanted and undesirable traffic
associated with the traffic anomalies; and
initiate steps to report on and prevent further occur-
rence of the traffic anomalies, by generating one or
more alerts and filtering out the captured data in
preparation for forwarding to a remote server data-
base; and
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forward the filtered information about the identified
traffic anomalies to a centralized database for evalu-
ation and reporting;

enable manual configuration of an “away” mode selection

to one of an enabled mode or disabled mode of opera-
tion; and

mask internet bounded traffic by configuring the security

appliance to:

detect periods of statistical change that are indicative of
an “away” period; and in response to detecting
periods of statistical change indicative of the away
period, generate internet traffic and communications
with random content to Internet sites in a manner that
is statistically indistinguishable from communica-
tion patterns during an “at-home” period.

2. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the traffic
anomalies comprise at least one of measurable changes in
traffic patterns, pre-specified traffic conditions, known
threats, and potential threats.

3. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firmware
further configures the appliance to:

dynamically collect primary device metrics associated

with a user location network, the metrics comprising a
number and type of attached computers, a type and
patch level of the attached computers, and types of
communications made by the attached computers to
each other and to the Internet;

dynamically collect secondary device metrics unique to

the user location network, the secondary device metrics
comprising profiles of home automation devices, gam-
ing systems, security alarm systems, surveillance cam-
era systems, multi-media systems, guest’s mobile
devices, the network access device and other installed
local routers and network devices.

4. The security appliance of claim 3, further comprising
the firmware configuring the security appliance to:

actively reroute communications of a primary and a

secondary device so that the primary and secondary
devices interface with the security appliance as a
router;

passively collect metrics by monitoring communications;

actively scan the communications periodically for addi-

tional metrics; and temporarily store the collected and
additional metrics within the local storage.

5. The security appliance of claim 4, further comprising:
periodically package the collected metrics into a data pack-
age having a pre-determine protocol; and forward the data
package to a server for data analysis and reporting.

6. The security appliance of claim 1, further comprising
the firmware configuring the security appliance to:

actively scan a router periodically in both inbound and

outbound directions, utilizing a cloud-based server to
collect metrics about the security configuration of the
router.

7. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firmware
configures the security appliance to support automated
patching by being configured to enable small, special-
purpose security patches to be pushed by a network-con-
nected management server to minimize security appliance
downtime, wherein the security appliance is centrally man-
aged by a network-connected security management server
and establishes and maintains persistent outbound connec-
tions to the management server.

8. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firmware
further configures the appliance to:

perform automated tuning of security controls based on a

characterization of a communication profile of the local
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network device, wherein the characterization is com-
pleted via passive and active metric collection over a
fixed period; and

dynamically adjust a policy of allowed communications

for the device if a match for the device’s profile is
found within an intelligence database maintained at the
server.

9. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firmware
further configures the security appliance to:

detect a setting of an away mode of a home security

system that is network connected; and

in response to detecting the setting of the away mode,

automatically enable an “away protection” mode of the

security appliance;
wherein the firmware enables integration of the home secu-
rity system via an application programming interface (API)
that receives notifications from a securely registered home
security system and by providing a client application that
can securely register with the API of the home security
system to push similar notifications to or pull similar noti-
fications from the API.

10. The security appliance of claim 9, wherein the firm-
ware further configures the appliance to:

mask internet bounded traffic to prevent identification of

communication with the network during away periods
on the home network.

11. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firm-
ware further configures the appliance to mask the internet
bounded traffic by configuring the appliance to:

collect metrics about usage and traffic when home devices

are actively communicating over a learning period;
learn patterns based of the collected metrics to generate a
home network communication profile; and

automatically tune one or more security rules for enforce-
ment by the security appliance based on the generated
home network communication profile;

wherein the metrics are collected in a format that enables

packaging and forwarding to a remote security server.

12. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firm-
ware further configures the appliance to:

identify security system traffic generated by one or more

connected home security systems; and

in response to detection of an alarm activity within the

security system traffic:

automatically raise a level of network security profile to
counter any potential attempts to breach the home
network; and

record metrics related to the period before, during and
after detection of the alarm activity to enable addi-
tional post-event analysis of the event;

wherein security system traffic comprises one or more of

traffic from an alarm system and traffic from security
cameras.

13. The security appliance of claim 1, wherein the firm-
ware configures the appliance to implement retrieval of
privacy-preserving security metrics, wherein the appliance
screens out privacy data of all users within the user location
network, such that only non-private data is forwarded by
limiting monitored and collected metrics to only metrics
associated with security needs for the network, user, and
enterprise, wherein no network flow data or metadata about
specific communications are collected.

14. A system that enhances at-home security of network
connected devices, the system comprising:

a security appliance having:



US 10,250,624 B2

21

a network port enabling direct connection to a gateway/
gateway, wherein the security appliance is a plug-
and-play network security appliance;
a storage module having stored thereon firmware for
operating the security appliance; and
a processor that executes the program code of the
firmware, which configures the security appliance to:
establish a seamless communication interface with a
connected gateway;
in response to establishing the seamless communica-
tion interface, monitor traffic coming into and going
out from the connected gateway;
identify anomalies within the monitored traffic; and
in response to identifying one or more of the anomalies:
block and filter out unwanted and undesirable traffic
associated with the anomalies in both inbound and
outbound communications without requiring
assistance of/from a centralized database for
evaluation and response; and

initiate steps to report on and prevent further occur-
rence of the anomalies, by generating one or more
alerts and updating a remote server database;

enable manual configuration of an “away” mode selec-

tion to one of an enabled mode or disabled mode of

operation; and

mask internet bounded traffic by configuring the secu-
rity appliance to:
detect periods of statistical change that are indicative

of an “away” period; and
in response to detecting periods of statistical change indica-
tive of the away period, generate internet traffic and com-
munications with random content to Internet sites in a
manner that is statistically indistinguishable from commu-
nication patterns during an “at-home” period.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising:

a management server communicatively connected to the
security appliance via the network, the server having a
server processor communicatively coupled to the
secured centralized database and server firmware that
executes on the processor to cause the server to:
receive data from a plurality of different security appli-

ances, each associated with a specific local user
network to which a respective appliance is con-
nected;

analyze the received data for potential harm to one of
the user device and an enterprise network to which
the user device connects;

generate a report that consolidates a result of analyzing
the received data in a generalized report sanitized of
all personal and private data of users, including
patterns of use and connection, of the device; and

forward the generated report to one or more interested
parties subscribed to receive the report.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the server firmware

further causes the server processor to:

aggregate data received from a plurality of network-
connected security appliances;

update a database of historical data arranged in a format
that can be queried for future access;

enable automated sharing of real-time threat intelligence
between different network-connected security appli-
ances;

update firmware for one or more of the plurality of
network-connected security appliances based on an
analysis of the aggregated data; and

provide an application programming interface for inte-
grating aggregate data of multiple network-connected
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security appliances into other applications and work-
flows for enterprises that need visibility into the net-
work security of their remote workforce;
wherein the one or more of the plurality of network-
connected security appliances is centrally managed by
a network-connected security management server and
establishes and maintains persistent outbound connec-
tions to the management server; and
wherein the server provides centralized management of
the one or more of the plurality of network-connected
security appliances by generating and forwarding secu-
rity patch applications, providing log collection and
analysis, and forwarding product upgrades and general
maintenance of the one or more of the plurality of
network-connected security appliances as a service.
17. A device-implemented method comprising:
interfacing, via a security appliance, with a local user
network device that supports external/public network
connectivity and information communication by one or
more user devices;
detecting anomalies within a behavior associated with
Internet usage through machine learning algorithms;
and
generating and forwarding configurable push alerts for
security issues identified by the security appliance;
blocking and filtering out unwanted and undesirable traf-
fic associated with the anomalies in both inbound and
outbound communications;
initiating steps to report on and prevent further occurrence
of the anomalies, by generating one or more alerts and
updating a remote server database;
enabling manual configuration of an “away” mode selec-
tion to one of an enabled mode or disabled mode of
operation; and
masking internet bounded traffic by configuring the secu-
rity appliance to:
detect periods of statistical change that are indicative of
an “away” period; and
in response to detecting periods of statistical change
indicative of the away period, generate internet traf-
fic and communications with random content to
Internet sites in a manner that is statistically indis-
tinguishable from communication patterns during an
“at-home ” period; and
implementing retrieval of privacy-preserving security
metrics, wherein the security appliance screens out
privacy data of all users within the user location
network, such that only non-private data is forwarded
by limiting monitored and collected metrics to only
metrics associated with security needs for the network,
user, and enterprise, wherein no network flow data or
metadata about specific communications are collected.
18. The method of claim 17, further comprising:
profiling communication across the network to automati-
cally identify network endpoint;
dynamically tuning security controls based on the char-
acterization of a device’s communication profile;
periodically updating a network-wide intrusion preven-
tion policy via accessing generally available threat
intelligence;
performing reputation-based filtering of Internet commu-
nications based on that threat intelligence;
performing security assessments of a configuration of a
router;
identifying and blocking man-in-the-middle attacks on
the network; and
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detecting characteristics associated with the router having
been compromised.

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

enabling and supporting a virtual private network (VPN)
channel to allow a user mobile device to tunnel back
into the home network from outside the home;

performing network traffic generation to mask differences
between at-home/away periods; and

extending similar security features to the VPN channel as
with an in-home connection of the mobile device.

20. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

providing parental controls for Internet access schedules
and content;

detecting secure login to the security appliance; and

in response to the secure login, opening a set-up of a
mobile application for end-user interaction with the
security appliance, which provides a supporting cloud
service for management and enterprise/mobile integra-
tion.
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